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JIABI ARISTERS ¥OR NEGLIGENCE
I LITY OF BARRISTEE N CE.

new trial paper to be imminent for a
month or two at a time. Only last week
it was announced in all the morning
papers that the Exchequer Division would

the new trial paper. Dut when the morn-
ing came there were no judges to make a
Court. Somebody had blundered in cal-

arranging the business. On other days
announcements have been made that cer-

tain judges would sit for trial of actions |

with juries, but no judge has been forth-
coming. No human being can tell with-
in weeks when actions, motious
orders for new trials will come on in the

chequer Divisions ; aud, therefore, no
barrister, however honest, careful and

wanted in two or three places at once.
Even the most exact followers of the doe-
trine that work must follow pay would
hardly insist that, if a barrister took a
ten-guinea briet to argue an order for a
new trial, he was to take no other brief
till that case ,was disposed of. The bar,
as a whole, is not very highly paid ; but

ten guineas a month would be a dreary | solation of knowing that, r» Jypothesi,

look-out. The fact is, the work of the
profession differs from all other kinds
of work in this respect, that the workers

have no control over the order in which’

the work has to be done. One day is an

and | even barristers fail to meet the emergencies-

i thus presented to themw, it is suggested as
Queen's Dench, Common Pleas and Lx- ) &

. do not s_it when they ought ; with Courts
. which give no notice of what they intend

to do, and Courts which give notices and

- do not fulfil them ; with Courts of First
. 8it in Banco on Friday to proceed with -

Instance and Courts of Appeal; and,
worse than all, with eclients who have

- staked their property and their hopes on

! - one issue, to whom the result of one
culating the number of judges and in -

action means ruin or a yood haul of
mouey, aid who are stung to madness ow
tinding that thirty guineas has failed to:
secure the sole, undivided and matchless.

. talent of one of the most fashionable

counsel of Westminster Hall. Beeause

a .reusona"b]'e proposition that the disap-
pointed litigant should ask a jury to

ar wnd - inquire whether the counsel used every
diligent he may be, can help being ' foresight and care when he accepted the

. brief ; whether he was guilty of negli-

gence in undertaking the case, having re-
gard to his other briefy, and the action of
the several Courts ; and to say, if the
barrister is found to be in the wrong, that.
damages shall be assessed against him.
Even if such a right were conceded to the
suitor, the barrister would have the con-

. the action was lost by his absence, and
: that because he was not there the judge
. aud jury made fouls of themselves. How-
« ever, Mr. Norwood’s bill is killed for this

idle one; the next presentz a dreadful !

concurrence of work to be done in two or
three different places at once. What is

there in human experience similar to |

this? Death may not wait for the doctor;

but he satisties law and cowmon sense by
going as soon as he can. " The clergvman
finds that Sundays and feast-days recur
with inevitable regularity. The author
can forecast his labour with absolute
accuracy. The artist knows the day on
which his picture is to go to the Loyal
. Academy.
prietors and tradesmen are sometimes

. . . b4
but the law, if it possibly can, rules in

their favour that time is not of the es- | has to dispose of a large number of judg-

sence of the contract. Dut the unfortu-
natgbarrister has to deal with quick judges
and slow judges ; with actions that settle
themselves in ten minutes, and actions that
drag on for days; witli"Courts which. sit

session, and we venture to predict that
some years will elapse before a like mea-
sure is again subjected to the ordeal of a
second reading in the House of Com-
mons.— Lo Jrarnal.

IwerisoNyuENT For Dupr.—The Law
Times says :—Mr. Josiah Smith, Q.C.,
Judge ot the County Courts of Shrop-
shire and Herefordshire, has delivered an
elaborate address upon the subject of

i _ imprisonment for debt. The learned judge
Manufacturers, colliery pro-

admits that the system works well, and

: - secures the payment of debts “ without
afflicted with a great press of business ;

grievange_-." The picture which he draws
of the life of u County Court Judge, who

; ment summonses, is, however, harrowing

“in the extreme.

when they ought not, and Courts which :

His Honour himself
has *‘groaned” under it for over ten
years. He has frequently heard 100 in a
single day. and once had before him no
less than 450. It has,” he says, “ been




