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LTABILITY 0F BARit.STElRS Fou FGnrax'

new trial paper to be immlinent for a
month or two at a finie. Only last week
it; was announced in ail the mioriiing
papers that the Excbe, 1uer l)ivision wvould
sit iii Banco un Friday to proceed witlî
the iiew trial paper. But when the morn-
ing camîe there wecre nu judges to niake a
Court. Somnebody had blunidered iii cal-
culatiu- the numiber of judges and iii
arranging the business. On other days
anniouncements have been maude that cer-
tain judges would sit for trial of actions
witli jutries, but no juidge lias been forth-
coming. No humitn being cati tell with-
in weeks wheni actions, motions and
orders for new trials wvill corne on in tile
Q ueen's Bencli, Commjun Pleas and Eix-
cheqiter Divisions;- and, therefore, iio
barrister, however honest, careful and
diligent hie may be, cani lielp being
wanted in two or three places at once.
Even the most exact followers of the doc-
trine that work must foliow pay wý%oulçl
hardly insist that, if a barrister took a
ten-guinea brie f tco argue an order for a
new trial, hie wvas to take no0 other brief
tili that case ,was disposed of. The bar,
as a whole, is not very highly paitd ; u
tenl guineas a nionthi wouid be a dîeary
look-out. The facet is, tlie xvork of' the
profession differs frotu ail other kinds
of work iii this respect, that tiîe workers
have îîo control over the order iii whicb
the work lias to, be done. One day is an
idie one - the next lîresents a dreadfuîj
concurrence of xvork tu be done iii two or'
three different places at once. What is
there iii hunian exiierience siruilar to
this? I)eati inav niot wait for the tloctor:
but lie matisfies li% andi cuinx qeuise by
going as sooni as lie can. The clergymi
finds that Sunidays andfat lv recuir
with inevitable reguilarity. TFhe auitiior
can forecast lus labouir wvitlu absolute
accuracv. 'fle artist know)%s the dav on
whielh luis pict'ure i8 to go to the loyal
Acadeiny. iM\anuifictt uers,. collier * pro-
prietors aud tradesmei lire ýsoiuetinies
afflicted ivitli a great preCs of busies
but the ]aw, if it possibly cati, mIles in
their favouir that finite is niot of the es-
sence of the coutract. [kit the iunfortui-
nate}arrister bas to deal with quick jutdges
and slow jtidges ; witlu actions that settie
themselves iii ten mniîtes, and actions that
drag on for days ; witli'Courts which. sit
Whe"n tlîey ouglit uuot, and Courts whiclh

do not sit when they ougit ; x-vith Courts
,vhichl give no0 notice of ivhat they întend
to do. and Courts wlîich gix-o notices and
do not fuitil tbem :with Courts of Fiat,
Instance and Courts of Appeal ;and,
woi'se than. ail, with clients ivho have
staked tixeir property and their liopes on
one issue, to wbom' the restilt of one
action uneans rîîin or a good baîil of
moîxey, auud irbo are stung tu tiladness OI>
finding that thirt1- guineas lias f.ilemd to.
secure the sole, undivided anîd niattle.-
talent of oiîe of the mxot fashionabhý
counsel of Westminster Hall. Becauso
even bartristers fail to nueet the emergencie.4-
thus pi-esentedl to theni, it is suggested as
a reasonabie proposition that the disap-
pointed litigaîxt sliould ask a jury to-
inquire whether the counsel used every
foresigbt anJ care when, lie accepted the
brief;- ihether lie was guilty of negli--
gence in1 undertaking the case, having re-
gard to bis other briefs, and the action of
the ,4e%-eral (Couits :and to say, if the
baxîister is fouîxd to be iii the wvrong, that
daniages shall be assessed against hîm.
Even if suchi a right were conceded to the

*suitor, the barrister would bave the con-
*solation of knowing that, ,'x 1îq,-,,t1xesi,
the action iras lost by bis absence, and
that because lie iras not there the judge
and jur-y made fouis ut therniseves. How-
ever, Mm . N;orwood's bill is killed for this&
session, andi ire venture to predict that
soine years Nvili elapse before a like inea-

1sure is agaiîu subjected to the ordeai of a
second r(eading in the Huse of Comý
nions.-Lvurjr<i

* ISIPRLx)NiENT l'Olt DEBT.-Tiîe Lai
Thue says :-Mr. .lcsiah Smîith, Q.C.,
Judge ot the Couîîty Courts of Shrop-

*sbire anti Herefortiahire, lias delivered an
elahorate atîdres upoii the subjeet of
iniprisonuneuet for delit. The learned judge

<aduiits that the systemt works well, and
secures the paymient of debts " without,
ayrievaxîce." The pict'îre which lie drawa
of tbe lite of a (Jounty Court Judge, %vlio
lias to dispose of a large number of judg-
nient sunuînons.es, is, however, harrowing
iii tue extrenue. lus Honour liumself
lias ",,roanedl" under it for over tell
yenrs. He lias fretjnently heard 100 il, a
single day. and once bad before bimu no
less thau 450-* '-It bas," lie says, "~ been

(Juiy, 1876. i


