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Characlur of Pnseutadw Malerial -As regards the materials
of Nature Study, it may be noted in the. first place that many of
thie modela offered for sale are very poor substitutes for the original
object. The study of the singing bird in its maturai habitat is likely
to prove a much more attractive and helpful exercise (especially,
with beginners) than the. investigation of the mounted specimen
or the inaccurately colored picture "' 1-17 Of the original size."
However, in some cases, after he has failed repeatedly to obtain -a
close and continuous view of the. flitting object of bis investiga-
tion, the learner turns to a study of the school model witb a due
appreciation of its special advamtages. At the beginniug, out-
door study la most valuable, and with proper preparation and care
an occasional field excurqion presents the best forai of non-con-
ventional Nature Study for the littie child, and the most lasting
results will be those gained from such outdoor study by the pupil
witbout any immediate assistance from the. teacher. Fields and
woods are aiways accessible, the domestic animaIs, garden plants
and flowers, birds and insectE,, the wonders of water, eartb, air,
forest and sky, are available ini every locality, and aIl that is re-
quired is a sympatbetic attitude tcward nature, a genuine desire
to investigate, sud a few simple suggestions regarding the mode
of procedure. 1 koow a boy ci 12 years cf age who, with very
slight: preliminary instruction, bas acquired a good wcrking
knowledge of *Il cf our common local birds, their appearance,
migration, nestivg, song, adaptation etc., and has formed a close
acquaintance with several of theai. His interest ini the subject is
normal sud wholescme, and his metbod cf study quite ingenicus,
e. g., be neyer takres an egg except fromt a deserted neut and yet
be bas a firly good collection. Making out-door investigation
the startimg point, the teacher soon finds that the. children theai-
selves brimg specimens te the achool for examination. Thus a
collectionm Ofapcn for a cabnet is begun. As*a ruIe children
enjoy maldng colketos, sud there is a sense of proprietorship
about such a poseson whis a desirable (acter sud cannot
be gaim.d (roui beught spîeims The materials for delmnite
study cm very often be brougbt by the cbildreu, e. g., each
child msy bring a sample of the. fower te be studied. There is
no difficulty in securing a naimber cf pet animaIs in a similar way.


