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quently it is incounvenient to plough up old
meadows for the purpose of improving the qua-
lity and quantity of the grass upon them, and
farmers are desirous to be able to aceamplish
this object without ploughing them. There is
a possibility of doing this in many instances,
paiticularly where there is not much moss
amongst the grass ; but where the moss is con-
siderable, it is scarcely possible to improve the
herbage for producing gaod meadow, without
a regular course of tillage. Draining, and the
appligation of & heavy dressing of lime, would
have a good effect ; aad by repeating this dress-
ing it would probably hanish the moss altoge-
ther, but it would not restore it to good meadow
without sowing fresh grass-seed upon it. We
have endeavaured to improve old meadows by
top-dressing with compast or other manure,
harrowing the land well, sowing timothy and
clover seed upon it, and then hush-harrowing
or rolling it. We have found this method to
answer g very goad purpase, and the herbage
to be greatly improved by it for meadow, This
sheuld be done as early as possible in the
spring, when the snow disappears, 10 give the
grass-seeds a fir ehance of coming up before
the drought and heat of symmer commence.
Lands that haye been tap-dressed the previous
fall would be in the best state of preparation
far sowing the grass-seeds in the early spring,
afier heing well harrawed, In case the land
i not top-dressed until spring, it is difficult ta
do the work sufficiently early at that season,
withaut eutting up the surface by the harses
#0d cart-wheels. By atteation o opportyni-
ties in the marnings and evenings, while the
syrface wonld happen fo be frozen, a farmer
might he able to top-dress a considerable quan-
tity of land without injury and in gaod time.
This wark woyld be more readily accomplished
pravided the manure was taken fom the form
yard to the field in the winter, und placed in
heaps in the most convenient sityations, Mea-
dows once properly laid down, and well

own experience, that top-dressing meadows};
was one of the most profitable modes of ap- £
plying manure to the soil. It greatly augments i3
the quantity of provender for stock, without the §§
espense and uncertainty of grain or root crops, £§
and the land is kept in good condition for
breaking up at any time the farmer may see ix
his advantage to da so. Meadows sufficiently £
drained of superfluous moisture, and kept suf- ‘%
ficiendy manured, are not apt to become foul %
with weeds or iunferior grass plants. In all e
good systems of husbandry, good meadows and i
good pastures are cansidered much the most £
valugble poriions of the farm. Indeed all g i
improvements are made with a view of laying €7} i
down lands in good condition for meadow and ,i?
pasture, but we regret it is pot always so in
Canada. ‘

As regards meadows, we can have them as &7
productive here as in any other country, and as 14}
to the quality of the hay made from timothy, &
there is nat any to equal it, that we bhave ever
seen. At the market of Montreal, the greate
part of the hay exposed for sale, is superior
for every purpose, to any we have seen on this §
continent, or in any other country. When wi
kaow this to be the fact, we cannet consistent- §
ly fisd fault with our soil or climate, becausea §
gaud quality of hay, produced in abundanee, is }
a gertain indication of a gaod soil and olimate E
far agriculture. When there is good hay, there
may he good pasture, and when beth are good &
and abundant, what is to prevent us from
having a numerous stack of good cattle and §
sheep? and when we have these, why should
we not have good erops ? It is quite possible
te raise geod crops of roots and grain, on poor §
sail, by maoure aad cultivation—but it is not
s0 ¢asy to briog these soils to become good pas- #
tures and meadow. Good pastures and mea- [

stacked with the plasts of timathy and clover,

dows are great advaniages in all countries, and &




