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NATURAL HISTORY.

THE LEOPARD.,

} The Hebrew name (Nimrah) of this ani-
mal is taken from its spotted color. By the
Buoglish it is almost indiscriminately called
3 the Panther, or Leoperd of Scnegal, where
it is chiefly found. Its length is about
four feet from the nose to the origin of the
tail, which is shout two feet long. The
| predominant color is yellowish, and the spots
with which it is covered are black. The
head-is of a moderate length, the cars are
inted, the eyes are of & pale yellow, and
E1ts whole aspect is fierce and civel.  Its dis-
8 position is said nearly to resemble that of
the tiger, yet it is generally considered to be
the less fierce of the two. The mauner in
 which the leopard siezes its prey is, however,
similar to that of the lion; rushing from its
toncealment, it at once bounces on its vic-
3 tim, with a horrid roar. Its voice, at this
B time, is said to be hideous beyond concep-
tion,
| - The scripture references to this animal,
i are not numerons, but like all its other
 teferences they are founded on the strictest
: Fropriety. Jeremiah refers in one place to
g itsspotted skin, (ch. xiii. 23), and in another
(ch. v. 8,) to its artful ambuscades; a fea-
il ture in its character to which Hosea also al-
 ludes, (ch. xiii. 7); €as a leopard by the
i way will T observe them’—doubiless, to
: punish them for their flagraut and unrepent-
¥ od crimes. Habakkuk, describing the rapid
B warch of the Chaldeans upon Jerusalem,
compares the movement of their Liorses to
 the swiftness of this animal: ¢ Their horses
i 21so are swifter than leopards,’ ch. i. 8. But
the most beautiful allusion to this creature
s in Isaial’s propheey of the happy times
8 of the MessiaK’s reign :—

R The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,

B And the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
W And the calf and the young lion and the
: atling togcther ;

BAnd a little child shell lead them.”

How great and extraordinary must such a

Bchange apgear, when it is recollected that
the leopard never can be satiated with prey,

and that man has never yet subdued the fero-

Rcity of his nataral disposition !

-1t seems that these animals were numer-

ousin Palestine, as thore are places which

4

{Tsa. xv. 63 Jer, xlviii, 34.] and Solomen
strongly intimates that they were numerous
on the mountains of Lebanon, Cént. iv. 8.

THE MYRTLE.

In our ungenial chimate, the myrtle isa
lowly shrub; but in other and more favour-
able countries, itsometimes grows to a sma.l
tree. . Xtis a hard woody root, that sends
forth a great number of small flexible branch-
¢s, furnished with leaves lihe those of box,
but much smaller, and more pomted : they
are soft to the touch, shining, smooth, of 2
beautiful green, and have 2 smell. The
flowers grow among the leaves, and consist
of five white pestals, disposed in the form of
a rose : they have an agreeable perfume,
and an ornamental appearance. They are
succeeded by an oval, oblong berry, adomn-
od with a sort of crown, made up of the
segments of the calix : these are divided m-
to three cells, containmg the seeds.

The myrtle is, in scripture, sometimes
classed with large trees, as thecedarand
olive, compared with wiich 1t 15, 1 poat
of size, veryinconsiderable. Butthe seem-
ing imprepriety vanishes, when 1t 13 con-
sidered that the prophet intends to describe
2 scene of varied excellence and beau-
ty: I will plant 1n the wilderness, the
cedar and the shittah-tree, and the myrstle,

and the oil-tree’ [Ismah xl. 19]; that

is, says Paxton, <1 will adorn the dreary
and barren wildersess with trees famed for

their stature, and the grandeur of their ap-
pearance ; the beauty of thew form, aund the
fragrance of their odor.” Agam: * Instead
of the thorn shall come up the myrtle trée!
and it shall be to the Lord for a name, foran
overlasting sigu, that shall not be cut off’
Isaiah 1v. 13.

These quotations, coutinues the writer

Just quoted, refer to the effect of the gospel,
or the veign of Christ, on the state of the
world, and the dispositions of mankind.—
They foretell the production of 2 moral para-
dise, by the creative power of Jchovah,
}vhem nothing but sin and misery reigned be.
ore.

Savary, in his letters on Greece, describ-

ing ascene at the end of the forest of Plata-
nea, says, * Myrtles intermixed with laurel
rosesy grow in the valleys, to the height of
tenfeet, Their snow-white flowers, border-

The original Jewish name of Esther is
hedesch, the femining of hkedes, o -myrtle,
sther ii. 7 The note ,of the , Chaldee
Targum on the passage seems remarkablg:
They called her Acdesch, becausa ghe was
just, and the just are those that are gomppr-
ed to myrele) \

THE NUTMEG,

‘The nutmeg tree is a beautiful vegetable.
‘The stem, with @ smooth brown bark, rises
perfecily straight.  Its strong and numer-
ous branches proceed rogularly from itin an
oblique direction up\varfs. They bearlarge
oval leaves, pendulous from them, somea
foot in length. The upper and outer sur-
face of the leaf is smooth, and of o deep
agreeable green. “The under and inner sur-
face is marked with a stropg netve in the
widdle of the leaf, from the forestalk to the
point; and from this middle nerve, mbers
proceed obliquely towards the point and
edges of sthe Jeat, but what distivgpishes
most the inner surface, is its uniform bright
brown color, without the Jeast intermisture
of green, and as if strewed all over withn
fine brown powder. ‘Lhe whole leaf is cha-
racterised by its frequent odor, sufliciently
denoting the fruitwhich the tree produces,—
This fruit, when fresh, is about the size of
the common nectarine. Xt consists of one
outward rind, between which and the in-
ward shell isfound a reticulated muembrane,
ordivided skin, which, when dried iscalled
mace. What is known by the name of nut-
meg, is the kerne} within the shell, and is
soft in its original state.

JOINTS IN THR HUMAN FRAME,

The waggoner or the stage driver, has a
mixtureof tar, ar perhaps tar and oil, some
of which he often puts upon the axle of his
carriage, where the wheel turns upon it.—
If this were not doune, the axletree would
soon become very dry, and the wheel would
wear it.  1f the carriage were driven very
fast, it might happen thatit would take five;
for rubbing dry wood together, as you know,
will produce fire. More than one slage
coach has been set on fire, in this way, with-
in a few years. : ’ T,

Now what prevents tlte joints of the fu-,
man body from wearing out ¥apidly, in the

ed within with a purple edging, appear to
peculiar advantage, under the verdaut fo-
liage. Each myrtle is loaded with them,
and they emit perfumes more exquisite than
of the rose itself: they enchant every ore,
and the soul is filled with the softest sensa-
tious.’ : :

Sbear names indicative of having been their
hayats, In the tribe of Gad there wasn
gown named Beth-Nimyah—Icopard’s kouse,
Numb. xxxii. 36; compare verse 8); Isa.
Rad Jeremish speak of the ¢ waters of Nim-
,’ 1. e. of the leopards—riot. far distant,

same manner, when we Walk much, or run
swiftly 2 L T

The TFather of the Universe is the Pre-
server aswell as the Creator of this ¢ won-
drous frame.” Were there fot something
done to keep these joints atled, it X may so
callit, they would not Jast long. “Takethe’



