
CORRESPONDENCE. *27

~p~nt]etc.
To the kditor of t/he EDUCATIONAL RECORD:

Sînt,-I sec by an occasional article or letter in various exchianges
thiat the Course of Study is recciving considerable ventilation frorn a
nuînber of thosc whio, I presumne, are better quaiified to jucige of whiat
shlould be taughit in Goveriment Schoois, thian those, î'io ]lave macle
the subjeet of whlat it is absollutely necessary that every citizenl
should know a life study.

Nowv 1 shlould wisli to suggcst Lliat instcad of talking. of rcducing
or increasiug this list of subjeets, ]et uls ail sec tliat wve know ivhat
thiese subjeets -arc, Nvhat it includes to kniow themn, and hiow niany of
thenli inighit be oniittcd withi advantagc to the pupîl.

Arithînectic, i'je ail know, is a miost imîportant briaiuch. The kinow-
lcdge of Arithmciitic includes xnany things. Thiere should bc a clear
idea of numiber, and a clear idea of varions operations w'hîch inay be
perfurmiec on a number. The ability to pci'fori the proccss of
a(ldin<r subtractin" miul tipiying or dividingy rcadily, numiibers iess
thlan tmclve, ourdit to be acquired before the pupil enters the Thîî'd
Bookz of ]Leadingi Lessons. Iii ordler thiat a teachier shouki. be able to
assist a ptipil to attain this ivith readiincss, ive require a large black-
board, and an milimiited suppiy of chik. I nced not spcakz of thc
uxîiiinited supply of patience rcquired by the teachier. We ail kniow
thiat a, Ilteichier is for the sehool, itot the school for the teaclier."

T wisli to emphiasize one point~ :' ive l lots of black-board. and
clialk. Wbat pupil cannot receil going to the board and doincg a sumii
there, and giving a reason for every stcp takzen in Uic solution of a
problin. ])oiîîg ail exanli iI the board is onc of the surcst
miethods of imlpressing the reesouiug of said exemiple on1 the mmiid of
a pupii. T have tauight for a, pcriod of tell ycarzs, and have adways
found a capaeious biack-b)oard a nmiost desirable aid to education.

lui learningr to read and spell, as wcl as in Aritlinuctie, thc board
is a great assistance. A nicely ivrittcn coltimui of words for the
1)ulils to copy is a lessonl in neeatnéss, promptitude, %vriting and
spehiing. I-ow oftcnl ii sehlools blessed ivith a large board hiave Il
hiad the cohîmuiis of littie ivords, nines of familialr objects, etc., on thec
board before 9 am., rcady for iily brighlt-eycd youngsters, îî'ho w
ready to ilote if xnly letters varicd iii shiape fromn <Ic day to eniother.
Those coluînns I would change at no on, Those pupils iiever liad to
Nwait for a, spelling lesson to be wvritteni duriiug the time whichi they
hiad for iearnîng- it. *Wa, difference to thec sciîool in iw'hich the
black-board. is snîaill or unfit for use, as lias becu the case iii sonlie,
sehools lu whIichi 1 have liad l'lic hionor to teachi.

T necd iiot mention GCýographl)ly or llistory ; wce cannot give tliese
11p; îîor eaui we give 11p Physiology aend Hlygielle ; nlor the talks oni
animais, p)lants, minerais, etc. ; anid, alflioulgh I arn nio musicien, nio,
nor a pillar in the chiurcli, yct I Nvould iiever vote to ]lave Seripture,
1listory and Music bamishied fromi our Governni cnt Sci ools.


