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tional. They said,' as the magicians said whon they saw the works of Moses
before Pharaoh's throne, 'lThis is the finger of God." He wizhed them to
remember these two facts: first, there was a definite message from God to be de.-
livered. Then, in connection with the message, there was a sigp, or token,
or seat, that could not be niistaken, that God wus in and with the teacher-
in and with the message. *Tl4twau the way in which God for ages deait
with the people whom He w•uild teach and bring to, Himnself. Was that ir-
rational or needless; or rather, wau it flot rational and most needed V" If a pro-
phet carne before the Jews, and said, "I1 have a message fromn Jehovali, 1
arn the messenger of Jehova.h," they would sa.y, " How do we know that î
Show your credentials ; let us see the sign-manual of Jehovah; then we will
take you for his messenger." De must, in order to gain the rational confi-
dence of the human understanding,* work a work of God before he could
claim that bis message was the Word of God. Iii what position was the
Church since the tinie of the Aposties?7 Had they no definite message to
proclaimi W hat did Christ Bay to the Aposties? " Go into all the world
and preach the Gospel to every creature ; " and iii one place, " Disciple ail
nations, baptizing theni in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost, and teachixg them rny Gospel." W'here *as the Gospel ? Firs§t
of ail, in the Old Testament Scriptures, which Christ said at the outset of
His preaching He came not to destroy, but to fulfil. The Gospel came out
of the roots of the ancient Scriptures. It was flot even planted in the soil
of the ancient Scriptures, but grrew out of their living roots, flowered out,
and had its fruitage. Christ went on to say-" The Spirit will bring to
your reinembrance whatsoever I have said, Vo you, and the Spirit will take of
mine and show it to you." That wus Christ's Gospel. The Epi8ties supplied

W the supplement, the memorials of what Christ had said, and the other. thinga
of Christ which the Spirit showed to the Aposties. There was a definite
body of truth which, wau the message. When Christ said-" Go, disciple
ail nations," fie put in the terma of the cornmisxion a lirait to the message.
No man had any right to, preach. natural religion, or his own opinions, or Vo
indulge in his own speculations. Just as Moses and Elijah and Isaiah and
Johnl had a definite message, with Go4 for its authc$r and God's power for
its endorsement, so had the preacher this definite message. He must preach
the Word, and the Word alone. Any other treatmont of the people wýaB a
.violation of the righta of the human mid, under8tanding and conscience.
He stood in the name of God before ai people who were silent at his feet, as
the messengzer of the Â)mýighty. Had he any right to, take advantage of
their humble attitude before him, to formn in their judgment his opinion, Vo,
impart Vo them his convictions, to tranafer to Vhem his private notion ? They
came to worship Almighty God, Wo bow humbly at His feet, and adore Him
there, in a reverential mood, in a passive st.ate-Him who sat on the throne.
Bad he a right Wo take advantage of that occasion Wo imapart totjem ii cogi-
tations or theories or hypotheses ? He stood and preached to thin where they
inust be sulent and could not answer. Had he any right to say his say where
they could flot say their say ? They might talk about Vyranny. There neyer
was such a despot under heaven as the man who dared in the presence of
Almighty God, and as bis minister, Wo keep the people dumb while ho took
advantage of their silence and quiescence to put into them, without any
ground but his own belief in thom, his private convictions. But, beaides,
that. he stood before them as the mmnister of Jesus Christ, and charged rjiem
with sin; ho called thora sinners, declarmng that they were guilty, said they
must answer before the bar of God for their livos, vold thema W repent and
be converted, to change their spirit and reform their lives. What night had
a mortal man Wo stand before his fellow-men andk urge uuch an indictment,
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