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B ik itself if they were not there.
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will admit that this Assembly is fortunate in this re-
spect.  Dr. Robertson is good tempcicd, patient
and courtcous, yet will allow no trilling, gives his
rlings promptly, treats alt impartially, is well
know to the Assembly, and perhaps knows person-
ally more of its members than any other man iu it,
or in the Church, and the business is going on
smoothly, although not as yet very fast,apparently.

STANLING MEMbBLERS,

Although a representative body, chosen a part
every year, the continuity of the Assembly is well
preserved by the appearaace in it, year after year,
besides its standing officials, of certain fathers and
prethren, whose familiarity with the work of the
B Church in its several different departments, and
¥ whose business ability and judgment are so well
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B® Lnown and highly estcemed that, cither in' the

B order of rotation or by choice, they are found at
R cvery Assembly, and it would hardly look quite
Of these the
8 most conspicious are, of course, the clerks, next
B! the conveners or other officials of its grcat com-
d mittees : Drs. Cochrane, Warden, Morrison, Mr.
% Hamilton Cassels, Dr. Torrance ; and in this class,
| (he Principals of the colleges, who are all men
whose services to the Church, not only in their own

[ special departments, but in the Church courts, are

¥t invaluable. These men—not any of them-—are
leaders, in the sense that the Church courts in
Scotland are understood to have lcaders, in the
sense that any on.. of them has a following, or can
exercise a controlling personal influence in the
court. No one of them thinks it or would attempt
it, and, if he did, it would be promptly rcsented.
The court i conspicuously democratic and inde-
pendent, and the only leading it will accept or fol-
lowis that which consists in having a just causc,
and a high personal character apart from all man-
«xuvering or partyism.
VISITORS.

The Assembly generally is hunoured with some
distinguished visitors tu convey friendly grectings
and the fraternal salutations of other bodics, or
former members of the Church who have become
attached to other sister bodics, but who can come
back to their old home on a visit from time to time.
These are always welcame, and to scc and hear
them again crecates a pleasant thrill of feeling, and
awakens, for the most part, very pleasant memorics
of former days and old associations. This Asscm-
bly so far, has not been so marked by the presence
of such visitors as is often the case, the Rev. Dr.
Matthews, the secretary of the Alliance of Reform-
ed Churches of the Presbyterian order, being the
only one who has yet addressed the Assembly,
and the Rev Dr. Waters, now of Newark, New
Jersey, being the only well knuwn minister of the
Church of former days who has yet put in an ap-
pearance.

STANIDING SUBMA TS,

In the Church of Britain, besides Church subjects
proper, there are often great standing questions
before them of a wider character, semi-political
somctimes, as the Disestablishment question in
Scotland and Wales. We do not usually have
questions of this nature, the complete scparation,
understood to be, of Church and state, helping
much to keep such questions out of the ccclesias-
ticat arena. The Manitoba School question will
furnish an exccption this year. Notice of 2 com-
prchcnsivg and most carefully worded motion on
this subject has been given by Rev. Principal
Caven, protesting against interference with Mani-
toba, in its school legislation and embracing the
Church and State question. Amendments it is
expected will be made  The discussion was fixed
for Tuesday last, and an able and vigorous treat-
ment of the whgle subject may be looked for.

Our great questions fortunately are more spirit-
ual, not to say ccclesiastical—Home and Foreign
Missions, French Evangelization, Temperance.
Sabbath Obscrvance, State of Religion, Sabbath
Schools. These being largely dealt with in the
cvening are the occasions of large and interesting
meetings  being held.  Those on Home and
F_orcign Miscions take the lead, and it would be
difficult to surpass in interest those meetings which
have this ycar been held in  connection with these
subjects  On the TForeign Mission cevening, the
platferm was fully occupied, and almost all on it
had scen active service, some of them for many
years on the forcign ficld, or among hcathen at
bome. or were about to leave for foraign service.
It was Dr. Mackay's farcwell occasion, as also Mr.
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T.ser Campbell’s, and such an assemblage from
the foreign field, it is sale to say, has never been
seen in connection with our Church.

The Home Mission meeting was also a noble
one, the audience fully the larger of the two, but
lacking in what may be called, not the draimatic
interest, perhaps, but the effective setting of the
former. Home missionaries were there who could
tell a tale of thrilling interest of work at hume,
hardships endured, amid mountain  wilds, and
success achicved in lumber camps and on prairie,
and it was felt by many to be a loss that they did
not get mere opportunity to tell it.

THL LORD'S SUPPER.

Of a different kind, but a mecting of very pecu-
liar interest, and one sacred with most hallowed
memorics, and increasingly so as it will be
observed by the Assembly in the coming
years, is the observance together by the mewmbers
of the Assembly and by others who desire to do
so of the L.ord’s supper It was a scason of blessing,
of devout, reverent worship and loving, Christian
fellowship. The Moderator, in his simple robe of
office, with the ex-Modcrator on the onc hand,
and Principal MacVicar on the other, all striking
figures, accompanicd by a body of elders, some of
them long and well known in the Church for their
character and services,and before them full inview
the mute but expressive emblems of the passion of
Christ, were of themselves an  impressive sight.
Add to this the appearance of some, the thought
of others, men and women of hoary head or trem-
bling limbs, missionarics going to distant lands,
whom we shall see nor whose voice we shall hear
at all again; young men just putting their armour
on, fathers and brethren gathered from North and
South, from East and West, all sitting together
and never again all to sit together; the words
spoken and the specakers, the glad, yet solemn
songs of praise and thanksgiving, the audible
praycrs pourcd out frum fuil hearts, the hushed
stillness, the silent prayers ascending, all made an
impression and left behind memories which can
never be forgotten. No  wonder it was a  solemn
and blessed scason. It represented and expressed
the unity of all Christians, for all were welcome,
and especially the unity and rexl oneness of our
whale Church from ucean tu occan with vividness
and outstanding scality, in such a way as it could
by nc other mcans be so puwerfully expressed.

ITS SOCIAL USES

Apart from its necessary Church and Chnistian
uses, the social value of the Assembly is very great.
It is very great in enabling the members of our
Church in its place of mecting from time to time
to kaow and becume acquainted with ministers
and clders from all parts of the Church, and these’
latter again from all parts of the country to meet
cither as old fricnds or to form new {riendships.
No Assembly passcs but much of this isdone. No
Assembly breaks up without brethren from the sea
on cither side having scen and learncd more of
those inland between, and these latter having
made friends among the former. This greatly
strengthens the feeling and consciousness, though
scattered far apart, of our Church being one body,
deepens mutual personal interest, and common
interest in the whole work of the Church. 1Itis
nncof those things which greatly promotc and
foster, what we so much need, as yet, a national
spirit and sentiment of brotherhoud as  being all
Canadians from Halifax to Vancouver. It is some-
times spoken of and will yet probably come, when
an annual Assembly shall give place to a bicnnial
or tricnaial one, but for the oresent and for some
years to come, yet, we shall both as a churchand
pcople need, and be much the better for this and
all such means of bringing our people together from
all parts of the country, as a means of uniting us
into a whole, not only asa Church, but alsoas a
means of infusing into and inspiring us with the
7eal, lasting spirit and bond of union consciously
felt and gloried in  of being onc Caunadian people

and from cnd to end of it orc Dominion.

Dr. Matthews, secretary of the Presbyterian
Alliance, said that the doctrinc of some branches
of the Presbyterian Church is so blue that you have
to look closcly to disinguish it from black. There
arc nincty varictics of Presbyterians. The differ-
cnce between some of these churches, especially in
Scotland, is so slight that it is like splitting a hair
into four parts to distinguish their theology.
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IN THE TIME OF JESUS. By Rev. Marun Seidel,
DD A D F. Randolph & Co.,, New York.

This is a volume of only 1bout two hundred pages but 1t
contains a vast amount of very useful information presented
in a most readable form. It deals concisely with the man-
uers, the morals and the relijions of the heathen world at
the time when Jesus came, aand it,also describes in a briet,
yet admirable way, the land, the people, the politics, the
parties, the religious couacil, and the religious sects of
Palestine. There 1s a chapter on the Messianic hope and
another on the Judaism of the Dispersion. Other writers,
such as Eidersheim, may deal more fully with some of these
subjects, but there is scarcely a point of importance which
is not clearly presented. A chrooological table, aud a table
of contents, make the volume a very convenient one for re-
fereace, and any student or teacher who possesses a copy
will likely refer to it very frequently.

WHY DO YOU NOT BELIEVE? By Rev. Aundrew
Murray. Aanson D. F. Randolph & Co., New York.

When it is said that this work is written by Rev. Andrew
Murray, and that it 1s translated from the Datch into Eng-
lish by Rev. J. P. Lilley, M.A,, the author of a prise essay
op the Sabbath, perhaps no more need be said.  Almost
every one knows of the sweet devotional strain which runs
through all of Andrew Murray's writings. This book, how-
ever, as its title imports, is addressed to those who are anxt-
ous, but who have not yet found peace in believiog. It coan-
tains thirty-one short chapters on such subjects as, The
Absolute Necessity of Faith ; The Object of Faith ; The
Seed of Faith ; The Language of Faith, etc. It is a3 capital
book to put into the hands of young people who have oot
yet found Christ. The Christian worker who studies 1t will
ficd tauch in it to belp him in directiog anxious wyunirers.

NEW LIGUHT ON THE OLD PRAYER.
‘Toronto.

This is a brief exposition of the Lord’s Prayer by the
Rev. Professor Campbell, LL. D, of ihe P'resbytenan College,
Montreal. It is well named. 1t w:ll certatoly throw to
very many, to aecarlyali we fancy who read it, a2 gew hight
upon the old, familiar Lord’s Prayer. It is devout and
reverent in tope aud spirit, aod while the writer's well
koow views respecting the Evil Ooe secure prominence, no
one cao read this exposition without profit, and to many it
will investit with a wealth ot mezaing, make it a source of
comf{ont, and 2 means of devout aod eaalted warship such
as they never found it to be before reading it.  Itis worthy
of wide circulation.

Wm. nggs,

The New Galazy is the name of a magazine shortly to be
placed before the public.  Its object is te supply a kind of
readiog which will not only be interesting 224 instructive to
all, bat which also will be of the lighest class, and above
severely adverse criucism from anyone. The intention o
this new venture is not to compete with otbers, bat on the
contrary to avoid that class of material which others are 1n
the habit of using, and exploit a class of matter even more
attractive to the geoeral reader. The publisher belicves
that the preat mass of readers want to find in a periodical :
First, beautiful new pictures ; second, the best stories and
short articles, always bright and readable, thuied, confia-
ence that they can trust wholly in the accuracy of whar they
read. These three thiogs T4c NVew Gelaxy will keep in
mind. It will reject mere sessaticnalism aod trash, and will
give something worth rsading and readable. {Harry C.
Jones, Editor and Pablisher, 92, 93 and 4o Filin Avenue,
New York City.

The Cosmopolizan for June well illustrates what an nfi-
nity of subjects is to be found suitable for illustration, and
how ia this way interest can be throwa into the commonest
things when the illustrations are so tastefol as they are 1n
this dainty magazine. Appropriate to the scasoa it opens
with, * Batbipg at the Conuncatal Sea-shore Resonts,”
©The Chautlauqua Mevemen:,” * The Pleasaat Occupation
of Tendiog Bees,™ ** The Pans Salons,” ‘Ao Indian story
ofS zrria Madre,” ‘ Whist io Amernica,” with the story, * A
Three Stranded Yara continaed,” allillustrated, are thechief
articles, to which are added some shor! poems, ** Progress of
Science,” " In the World of Art and Letters,” and “ The
Paris Salons of 1893.” {The Cosmopolitan, Irvington, New
York.]}

To us the Zadies” Home fournal for June is oot asat-
tractive 2s usual. ‘Tac cover, usually so astistic, 1s a very
ordinary affair, but this delect promises to be remedied
io the july issue. Neither is the readiog matier of
much ioterest to the mausculinz persocasion. \We have
been wont to look upon this penodical, the same
1o the contrary uoiwithstacding, as appealing considerably
to the manhbood of the country. Bat this s a piece of pre-
sumpticn on our part; and when an esseatially womaa's
pumber appears oo complaint is at all justifiable. [The
Curtis Pablishing Company, Philadelphia, Peon.

Godey's AMagasinc for Juoe isup 10 the mark 1 respect
of literary and arustic excellence.  Those who are inflicted
with Trilbymaoia will read with cousiderable :nterest an
anticle on ** Trilby as a Play.” *ow Tweced was Detect-
=d" is a succinct recital ofthe eveots of a famoas penod.
t Godey'’s Fashionos ” will, as usual, prove valuable to the
fair sex. **The Choir Boy of Triny ™ isa pretty lile
story, and is the first of a number of short pieces of &ction
io this number. [The Godey Company, 32 Lafayette Place,
New York City.]

The Liferary Digest, {or Juue 15, comes o haod, as ail
the Fank and Wagnalls Company_ publications do,
promptly. This nomber is flled with well assorted
toformation and condepsed articles from all sources on
“ Topics of the Day,” * Letters and Art ;" ** Sweace ¢
v The Religions World "  From Forcign Laads aad
Miscellaneons.” [Funk and@ Wagnalls Co., ;v Lafayetic
Place, New York,



