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%çill admit that this Asscmbly is fortunate in this re-F
spect. Dr. Robertson is goodt tmprccl, patient ti
andi courteous, yet will alloiv no triling, gives his s(
rlings promptly, treats ail impartially, is vel
kýnow ta the Asscmbly, anti perhaps knovs persan- ci
ail), more ai its members than any other man ia it, l
or in~ the Ohurch, andtheUi business is gaing an i
qmgitlly,, although nal as yet very fast. apparcntly. fc
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Althaugh a representative body, chasen a parth
evcry ycar, thec ontinuity of the Asscmbly is wel
ireervcd by the appecarance ira it, year ater year,
beýides its standiing. uffcials, ai certain fathers anti
brethren, whosc iamiliarity ith Utcetvork ai the
Church in its several différent departmnents, anti
ivhose business ability and jutigment are sa svell
k-noivn anti highly esteemeti that, cither in- the
o rder ai rotation or by choice, they are founti atc

j csery Assembly, anti it woulti hardly look quite
like itselfifai uey wevce not there. Of these the
mnost conspiciaus are, or cours, the clerkis, next5

Ithe conveners or otiier officiais of its great comn-
Sminices. Drs. Cochrane, \Varden, Morrison, Mr.

1-liamiltan Cassels, Dr. Torrance; anti in this class,
the Principals o'f the colleges, who are ail men
whose services ta the Church, îiot aniy in their own f
special departments, but in the Church courts, arej
in valuable. These mecn-nat any ai thcm-arc

laders, in thc sense that the Church courts in

Ssense that any an-. ai thein has a ioiiowing, or can
e.'crcise a contcaling persanal influence in the
court. No anc ai thcmn thinks it or %vould attcmpt1
il, anti, if lie diti, it %vould be pramptly resenteti.
The court is corspicuously tiemocratic anti inde-
pendent, anti the only leading it ivill accepu or fol-
joiv is ulat wshich cansists ini having a just cause.
anti a high personal character apaTt fram ail mnan-
.xuvering or partyism.

The Assernb!y gcvcrahly is hunuureti %%ith scume
ditinguisheti visitors tu cunvey ficndly greetings
anti the fmaternai salutations ai other bodies, or
former members ai the Church who have became
attachedt t other sistcr bodiies, but who can camne
back ta their aid homne on a visit fmcm time ta lime.
Thesce are always welcomc, andt t sec andi hear
thcm again creates a picasant thrill of feeling, anti
awvakens, for the most part, very pleasant ruemories
af former tiays andi aid associations. This Assem-
bly so far, bas not been sa marketi by the presence
af such visitors as is olten the case, the ýcl. Dr.
Matthcws. the sccretary ai thc Alliance of Relorin-
cd Churches ofithe Presbyuenian arder, being the
anly ane who has yeu atidret the Asscmbly,
anti the Rc'v Dr. WXaters, now ai Newark, Ne%%
Jer5cy, being the unly wel k.u% miîiistcr ai the
Church aifarmner tiays wsho bas yet put ini an ap-
pearance.

In the Churcb aifl3ritain, besides <.Chrch subjects
proper, there are aften great standing questions
belore thein ai a wsiier character, semi-political
someumimes, as the Disestablishment question in
Scolanti and Wales. Wc do flot usually have
quesions of this nature, the complete scparatianu.
tundestoodti tabc, of Uhurch and state, helping
much ta krcep sucb questions ont ai the ecclesias-
ticas arena. The Manitoba Sebool question iih
inrnish an exception this year. Notice oi a corn-
prehiensive andi most careiuiiy wnrtiet motion on
tiS subj&ct bas bcen given by Rcv. Principal
Caven, prolesting against interfércnce wsith Mani-toba, in its school lcgislation anti cmbracing the
Church anti State question. Amendracunts it is
ex'pccti 'svll bc made- The discussion was fixeti
for Tuesda 3 ' last, and an abie anti vigorous treat-
menu ai the wvhqlc subjcct may bc looketi for.

Our great questions fortunateiy are marc spirit-
ual, flot Io ;ay cccl esiastical-Home anti Foreign
Mlissions, French Evangeliz-ation, Temperance.
Sabbath Observance, State af Religion. Sabbath
Schools. TIiese being largtly deat 'vith irn thc
vnng are the occasions ai large and intcrestinag

meeings being helti. Thosc on Hame and
F"Orcigti 'Missions talzc the cati, andi it wouid bc
difficuit ta surpass ini intcrest those meetings svhich
have uhis ycar been held in cannection with these

ubct On the Forcign Mission cvening, thc
plat ftrm %va.s iuly accupieti, anti airost ait on it
lat scen active service, sonne ai thcm for many
Yearç on the forcicn fieldi, or arnang hcathen at

etror 'verc about ta leavc for furcign service.
haqDr.l Mackay's farcwei occasion, as also Mr-
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'î-..scr Campbell's, anti such an assemblage from
he foreign field, i is satc ta say, has neyer been
scen in connection %vith aur Church.

The Ilonie Mission meeting %vas also a noble
one, the audience fully the larger of the twvo, but
acking in what rnay bc callkd, flot the dti.matic c
ntcrcst, perhaps, but the effective settinig oaiteici
former. Home missionaries %wcrc there wvho coulti
tell a talc af thrilling interebt uf svork, at hume,
h.-rtisips) entdureti, amid m.,untain îvilds, anti
;uccesq achieveti in lumber camps anti on prairie,
and it was frit by i-nany ta bc a lobs that, the). titi
lint get mentre cpportuilit)y to tell it.

0f a différent k-inti, but a meeting of very p)cCLi- 1
liar interest, and anc s.acred with niost hallowvedi
inemories. andi incrcasiragly so as it wvill be
observeti by the Assemnbly ini the coaning
years, is the observance togethez by thc meinbers
ai the Assembly andi by others who desire to do i
saof alie Lord's supper It Lvas a qeasan of blessing,1
of devout, reverent waorship anti laving, Christian
fcllovslipi. The Müderator, in his simple robe ai
office, wvith the ex-Moderatar on the ancelia nti
anti Principal MAI.cVicir n the other, ail striking i
figuircç. accompanieti by a body af e:ders, sain of
theni long anti weIl knawn in the Churchi for their
chairacter anti serviccs,and before them fuit in view
the mute but expressive cînhîcans of the passion of
Christ, ivere af themçelveç an impressivé sighit.
Addt to this the appearance aof some, the thought
af others, men andi women af hoary heati or trcmn-
blitifg Iimbs, missianaries going ta distant landis.
whom wc shall sec nor iwhose voice wc sýha11 hcar
nt all again; ynung men juçt putting thecir armour
on, fath erç andi bretbren gathered hum North andi
South, from East anti 'W'est, ail sitting together
and ncvcr agaîn all I sit together; the %vords
spoken andtihei speakers, the glati, yct solemrn
sangs of praisp anti thanksgiving, the audible
pra) crs poureti out irum fui] hcarts, the husheti
stillness, the silent prayers asce;nding, ail matie au
impression anti left behinti memories which caii
neyer bc forgatten. No wvunder kit as a solemn
anti biosseti season. Ih representeti anti exprcssed
the unity af ail Christians, for ail wcrc ve1come,
anti especially the unity andi re.il oneness af aur
wLv(le Cîlurch fium uccaiàatu oçcan wîth vividness
andi outst.inting rcality, in such a way as it coulti
by ntiather ncans be sa puwerfully expresseti.

.Apart from ils nics:,.ty Church and t..hrist;n
uses. the social value of thecAsscmbly is vcry great.
h ils very sreat in cnabling the members of out
Church in lis place ufmectin'g fram time ta time
to know anti b-,cume acquaintcd with ministers
andi eiders from aIl parts af the Church, andi these'e
latter ag' ain from ail parts ai thc country ta mect
cither as aId frientis or ta tarm nnew fraendships.
No Assembly Passes but much i this ils donc. No
Assembly breaksç up without brcthrcn irom the sela
on cither side having seen anti lcarncd mare of
those inland betwecn, anti these latter having
matie frientis among the former. This grcatiy
strengthcns the feeling anti consciousness, though
scattereti far apar, of aur Church being ane body,
deepens mutual personal interest, anti comman
interest in the whole work afithec Church. It is
oncaithose things iwhich greatly promotc andi
foster, what we soaniuch necti, as yet, a national
spirit anti sentiment ai brothcrhoùd as beirug al
Canadians from Halifax to Vancouver. It is some-
turnes spoken af and wsilI yet prabably corne, when
an arînual tsseibly shahl give place ta a biennial
or triennial one, but for Uhc oresent anti for some
years ta corme, yet, we shali both as a church andi
people neeti, anti bc nuch the bettcr for this andi
ail such means ai bringing our people together from
ail parts ai the country, as a means ai uniting us
into a wholc, not only as a Church, but also as a
means c f inluçing into anti inspiring us with the
ieal, lasuing S'Dint anti bond af union consciously
feit and gloniiiidi ai cîng aceCanadian people
andi irom endi ta entiofilit anc Dominion.

Dr. Matthciws, secretary af the L'resbytcflan
Alliance, saiti that the doctrine of ,çome branches
or thc rresbyterian Chu rch is so blue that you have
ta iook, closcly ta disinguish it from black. Thcrc
arc ninety varieties ai rsbyterians. The dufl'er-
ence bctween sorne of the-se churches, cspecially in
Scotlanti, is sa sligbt that it is hike splittîng a hair
into four parts to distinguish their theologl.

IB0oos ailb M1ajga3Ille$.
[Ni THE TIN11: OP jiSUS. IBv Re>. Marirîn Seadel,

D D A D F. Randolph & Co., New Yeti,.

This is a volume ai onIv -%bout £wo huûdied p.ages but i
:ontains a vast amount af very uselul information prestnied
ia rnost readable form. It dcais concisely with the man-
ners, the marais and the religions of the heathen îvorld ai
th lime whbeuu esus came, andti Walso tiescribes on a braet,
et admirable way, the lanti, the people, the politics, the
parties, the religions counicîl, and the relirgicus secis of
Palestine. There as a chapter on the Mlessianic hope and
another on the Iudaism of the Dispersion. Other wraters,
uch as Eidersheim, may deal more fally with bomne of these
ubjects, but there is scarcely a point of importance which
is not clearly presented. A claronalogical table, and a table
of contents, make the volume a v2ry convenient ane for re-
férence, anti any student or teacher who possesses a copy

aill likely refer ta it vcry frequentlv.

WIIY DO YOU NOT BELIEVE? By Rev. Andrew
Muarray. Anson D. 17. Randalph & Co., New Yauk.

WVhen it is said that this work is written by Rev. Anclrew
Munrray. and that it as translaied from the Dutch anto Eng-
ish by Rev. 1. P. LiIlev, M.A., the authar of a prise essay
on the Sabbath, perhaps no more need he said. Atmost
every ane knows of the sweet devotional strain which ruas
,hrough ail of Aadrew Miurray's wnai:rugs. This book, bow.
ever, as ils title imports, is adtiressed ta those who are anxt-
eus, but who have not yet founti peate an believang. It con-
tains thirty-one short chapiers an such subjects as, The
Abhsolute Necessity of Faith ; The Object of Faith ; The
Seed of Faith ; The Language af Faith, etc. 1: is a capital
book to put juta the bands ai yonng people who bave nlot
yet founti Christ. The Christian warker who studies it wili
fnd nuch in it ta help him in direciing afixtaus anquirers.

NEW LIGIIT ON TUE OU) PW&YER. Wm. Brigps,
Toronto.

This is a brie! exposition ai the Lord's Prayer by the
Rev. Professor Campbell, LI. D., af the I'resbyiera Coliege,
Mlontreal. It is well narned. It wl certainiy throw ta
ver uxany, ta nearly ai we fancy who reati il, a neiv light
upon the aId, famahiar L,)rd's l'rayer. It is devout andi
reverentin atanti spirit, andi while the writer's welI
k-now views respecting the Evil One secure praminence, no
ac cau read ibis exposition wîîhont profit, anti ta many it
will investit vrith a wealth of uneaning, mnake it a source af
camfort, and a means of devout andi exaled warsbap suce
as îhey neyer lonnd it ta bc before rcading ii. lis warrthy
of wide circulation.

Tite e-t Galaxy is the came of a magazane shoruly ta bc
placeti before the public its abject is ta supply a kind ci
readîng which milo t oniy bc interesting aid instructive ta
ail, bat whach aise wuilibc af the haghest class, anti above
severeiy adverse ciicasm iromn anyone. The iunî'-nîion sn
ibis uew venture is flot ta compele wath ouhers, but on the
cantrary ta avola that class o ai aerial vihich oihtrs, ait un
tht habit of xlsing, and exploit a class of malter even more
attractive ta the general reader. The publisher believes
ibat the greai mass ai readers want ta finti in a periodical :
Firs:, beautiful new pictures ; second, the best stories andi
short articles, alvways bxighti and'readable , thatd, confie-
ce that tucycati trust çuuollv in the accuracy ocf wbat they

read. Thesc: ibrce things lTht .uGcla-zY will keep in
mind. It will re]eci mnere scusaioualusm and trash, and will
give sornething wonth rzadang and readable. jMlarry C.
joncs, Edior and Pablisber, g z, 9 andtb >GF&hîti Avenut,
New Yoilk City.

The Cox:txpbaitan for lune Weil illustratts whai an unfi-
nity of subjecis is ta bc faunti suitable for illustration, andi
how in ibis ivay interest can bc :hrown iita tht commonesi
tbings wben tht illustrations are sa tasteful as îhey are in
ibis dainty magazine. Appropriait ta the season ut opens
witb, IlBaîiing ai the Continental Sta-shore .Resorts,"
IlThe Chaujauqua Monvemcnt," IlThe Pleasant Occupation
of Tendîng Becs," "IlTht Parus Salons," l'An lndan stary
ofS erria Madre,". Q<Whist in Aratrica,"wih the $tory, IlA-
Tlurce Strandeti Yarn cont5nued," -Iailalîustrateti, art tht chuei
article-% ta whicb are added saint short potins,"1,['rogits ci
Science,""Il nthet fVorid of Art andi Ltîxcrs," and Il The
Paris Salons of iS9S." [The Casunopolîtan, Irvingion, Netw

To us tht L:zdéd Z»lome ouzrnal for june is no, as at-
tractive as usuai. Ton Caver, usually su artistic, us a very
ardinary affair, but ibis delect promises tri bc reneitded
in tht july issue. Nelîher is thu reading niatier ce.
much inlere.i ta tht musculine persuasion. WVe have
been want talok upon tbis peniadical, the namne
to the cantrary notwibstanding, as appealing conisuderably
to thteruanhooti af the countuy. But this as a piece of pre-
sumpîlon an aur part; anai when aun sstntially womnns
numUbr appears noa complaint is ai ail justifiable. [The
Curtis Publishing Company, Philadeiphia, Penn.

Godt>"s lfaare for Jetne is up ta the mark un respect
of littrary andi artistic excellence. Tbast who art înflictcd
wiih Trilbymnanîa xvii read i tiacansuiecrable interest an
article on "lTaiby as a Play." Il low Tweed was Deteci-
cd"i is a succinct cital af the tvctIts of a lainons penîod.
44Godcy's Fashions " will, as usual, prove vaînable ta the
fait sex. 1"The Chair Boy et Trinîty " is a prttv ty ile
sIor, nd is the firsi ci a number cf short pieces of fiction
in ibis number.[The Godey Company, 52 Lafayette Place,
New York City.]

Thte .itcrary Z sfao ilue Iti, cornes ta han., as ail
tht 'Funk anti Wagna1ls Company publications do,
promxptly. This number is filleti witha well assanicti
informnation and conciset articles frein ail sources an
"Tapies cf the, Day I IlLetters and Art i- Science ;-
"Tht Rejigiaus '%oa Il "From Foreigni Landis and

7Miscellaneous" JF -u and )Vagnalls Co., . Lafayette
Place, New Yoik


