
Mltreh 218t, 1894. THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

tdiffculties in the way ihcpyihs
but theee can probablybehoverme.

Wou. ' recommend that Nos. 115, 198 of the
fIfl.nnj.I and Nos. gr, 1ý35, 198, and 210 from

the Children's Hymnai be retained and
hynIns such as the following from Sacred
SO1119 and Solos, 750 pieces, be added: No.
'23, ciThe light of the world is Jesus ;" 168,
«"4Now just a word for Jesus ;" 236, «1Only a
step :"s 297, «'! Why flot ;" 458,- Softly and
tenderly Jesus is calling ;" 481, " Jesus mY
SaViour... seeking for me; 491,

rniry stand ; 573. " Only a beam of sun-
$hine ;»ý and also the following from I'Songs
Of Calvary:ee 8, ci1 gave my heart t0 Jesu5 ;

14j,44Ye dying corne ;" 28, - Vas it for me
98) 4"Corne away to J esus now ;" 114, «'S eek
Me early." The characteristics of these will
1fdicate ,wbaî is suggested. The names of
these hymns are given, flot to intimate thattbey have an exceptional superiority over
Others, but as samples of a class of hymns
devotionai and popular. It would take much
Mlore lime than 1 have been able to give to
expert investigation of many books to sug-
gest a Complete list; 1 think, however, a fuller
collection of this class of hymas is necessary
tb ruake the hymnal complete and satisfactory
to the churth.
. 3. The tunes and harmonies should be

't'cb that the average choir can learn the parts
Witb fair practice. The harmonies sbould he
as imlple as is consistent, with an elevated
standard of melodious, solemn or joyful
Pralise. ln many of the lunes the harmony is
fCedlessly complicated, as in Melita No. 43.
This remark is truc of many other hymns.
The cOmfort of a choir is often completely
de8troyod because they (ail to render cor-
rectîY some of the difficult intervals. There
is another danger, if a choir finds the bar-

-mOnY a little too hard they may îry to adopt
the simple tunes of the Americau Singing
SChool books to our hymns, and thus produce
confusion and introduce tunes unsuitable in
other respects. Old tunes whicb have won
for themselves a place in the affections of the
church should flot be arbitrarily allered.

*Botter leave îhem out altogether than do this.
If retained, îhey sbould be left wiîh the
simple harmony that made tbem popular.
No reviser of harmony should be permnitted
to mutilale c"Peterborough," as is done in
D)oxology 4tb, " Evan," "«'Jackson," and
other old tunes are nol improved by revision,
while those who loved them as they were
sung for generations, are offended at the
changes. I have heard a choir attempt to
render "excelsior," "'Nearer my God to Tbee,"
No. 174, as it is written in the hymnal, but
the people having the usual popular air in
their mmnds, proceeded t0 sing il in their own
way ; the result was a sort Of îug of war be.
bWeen choir and people, in which neither
party came out victorious. The same is truc
Of "Even me," No. 140. It is better to take
a new une altogether than make serious
alterat ions in a popular air.

4. We now corne 10 consider the psaller.
The Book of Psalms bas a place in the
Proabyberian worsbip that il bas, perbaps, ini
no Other. Not only in abodes of worsbip in
lany lands in peaceful dayis scb as these,
but in carlier times on the bilI-side, in moun-
tain glen, when pickets had 10 be stationed to
gualrd the persecuted congregation from sud.
den icrioso- slirsbseslm

'Ute whole psalter and in the version so
muceh in use. There should be no change in
this Inalter at prosont. There 'are, however,
maIl 1 -Ongregations that d'O Dot use the wholo
PuaIter, and whi ch would b. botter satisfied

witb selections (rom tbe Psalms wiîh lunes
set 10 îbern as 10 the hymns and included in
the bymnal. There seerns uttle doubî this is
the form our books oi praise will ultimately
take and tbal we are now in a transition stale.
Il would be very arbitrary 10 say 10 congre.
galions desiring 10 have their book of praise
in Ibis iorm, that lhey could nol have il.
The General Assembly's Committce have re-
commended that the bymnal include selec-
lions ni Psalmns, and ina other versions if pre-
ferable, mn order la mecl bbc wishes of those
araxinus t0 bave the book in t bis forrn, and if
il shou'd prove tbat any great number pre-
ferred the hymnal in Ibis way, it would he
tyrannical 10 refuse their requesî.

It may be urged tbat the tendency in lime
will be the disuse ni the psalter in its coin-
plete form. That migbl be, yeî it would not
be politic or rigbt 10 inlerfere witb bbc liberty
nf congregations 10 use the Pýiafms by selec-
lions as proposed. It 15 qiestionable if the
use ni the wbolc psalîer could be preserved
by refisal 10 mccl Ibis requesî. Everything
sbould be donc that will assist in perpetual-
ing the use ni the majesti 'c and devotional
Psalms usually sung in the churcb. If a con-
siderable number ni congrcgaîions should pre-
fer il, selections ni the Psalms mosî loved
and sung migbt be placed witb lunes for con-
venience ina tbe first portion ni the bymnal
part ni the bnok ni praise. Il would be most
unwisc 10 deny tbem.

Somcetbing may be said on rclaining tbc
wbole psalîer as a legacy trom the bisîoric
part of Presbyîerianism. We ougbî 10 be
wîlling 10 do wbat is reasonable 10 preserve
the bisîoric continuiîy ni the cburcb. Evcn
sentiment may L~e worby off preservaîjon if it
bas its ronîs in bbc life ni thbchcurch of
carlier limes, but there is anoîber polent in-
fluence at work, bbc "'world mnoves and we
must move wiîb it."' The Presbyterian
cburcb hag iound that nut more tban once.
Sbe bas been compellcd 10 break wiîb bbc
historic past in allowing tbc introduction of
organs, and in the use nf bymns in divine
service. How the question ni the use ni the
wbole psalber or selections will end we off
course do nI know, but we sbould secure 10
congregations such reasonable liberty 10 use
one or bbc other ira the service ni praise 10
Almigbîv God, and we earuesîly hope tbc
day will neyer corne in the bistory nf thc
Presbyberian cburcb bbat will sec thc Psalms
disused in public service.

THE TORONTO YOUAG PEOPLE'S
PRESB YTERIAN UIov1O.

So few have any definite idea as to wbat
the above association is that il bas been
tbougbî wcll hy tbe society 10 place before
Presbyberians, bhrnugb tbe columuis ni our
cburcb papers, tbc short sketch nfitis origin
and work, as .given by one nf tbe members aI a
recent meeting.

The Union was organized ina 1888. The
idea was received lrom an article in tbc
Presbyterian Review, giving an account ni
sncb a Union lately formed in Philadelphia.
This article came under bbc notice nf one off
the Toronto societies, then ira a weak con-
dition. ht was working along tbc nId lines,
and realized that beyond enîerîainment it was
doing litîle for ils nwn members, and nobbiug
for anyone eIsc. It was aI a loss 10 know

business meetings were beld, and tbc Young
people of the churches taking, part were
drawn into doser touch wiî onue anoîher in
the work they were endeavoring to accomp.
lisb.

Mr. R. N. Donald succeeded Mr. Gourlay
as president, and held the position for bwo

years. The work in these years was much
the samne as in the first, with the addition of
two new departments. A magazine was
started and issued quarterly for one year,
wben il was found unadvisable to continue il,
as the societies did flot give it the support in
the way of contributing articles that was ex-
pected. Financially, however, the magazine
was a success, wbicb was a cause of congrat-
ulation to its promoters, even if they found
tbemselves unable 10 continue it. There was
also an carnest effort made to bring bbc
churches mbt toucb wiîh Ibe strangers, especi-
ally students and young people coming 10 the
city for employmenî. To this end a circular was
sent each minister of tbe Preshyterian cburcb
in the Dominion, explaining the object of the
Union, and supplying them witb cards, so
that when a young man or woman from any
congregalion left 10 corne 10 Toronto, his
pastor would send to the Union secretary a
card giving the young man's name and ad-
dress ina tbe city. The secrelary would then
sec that sucb a lâerson was called upon,. and
an effj)rt made to interesîtbem in one of the
Presbylerian churches. This, we are sorry 10
say, did flot mneet with a very hearty response,
but few pastors availed îhemselves ofthIe op-
portunity tbus given 10 place lbe cburch
workers here in touch witb their young ptnple
when they removed bo Toronto.

Mr. G. IH. Snmith was tbird president, ho
too holding office for two ycars. Tlbe Society
of Christian Endeavor had been steadily
growing and replacing in many churches the
Young Peuple's Association. It had ils own
Union, and while the Prcsbyterian Union in-
cluded ail Young People's Societies, il was foît
when the Endeavor was doing gond work, and
in many ways thc work airned aI by the Union,
tbaS the lime had corne for the Young Peopic's
Presbyterian Union to disband. A meeting
was called for that purpose, but aller fully
considering tbc subject from ail points, il was
decided 10 wait and have anoîber meeting be-
fore giving inp. Tbis meeting, supposed t0 be
the last, was held in Westminster church,
and was one of the largest and most enthusi-
asîic ever held. Alter considerable discus-
sion il was decidcd flot to disband, but 10
make some changes in thc working of the
Union, bringing. mb oil more of the mission-
ary element, seeking 10 inîcrest the Young
People's Societies in tbc mission work of bbc
churcb as a whole.' Since Iben the tendency
bas been forward, and those wbo have the
inleresîs of the Union at heart iee -many
things 10 encourage lbem.

Rev. W. A. J. Martin, presidont for the
past year, bas been untiring in bis efforts, as
were ail the obber presidenîs. Missions bave
been more earnestly sîudied in many of our
societies, and ail arc becoming more alive 10
the need of pressing forward 10 success tbc
plan adopîed t0 retain in the cburch tbc
many young people, strangers in bur city,
wbo, wben lhey leave home, s0 soon drift
away from ail cburcb influence and connec-
lion. This work can b. donc in a measure
wiîhout the aid oi the pastors oubside the
city, but it can be donc in greater measure, and
with more assured success, if the pastors out-
side will unite in Ibis matter wiîh the workers
in tbc ciîy. Tbe opporîuniîy for young'people
10 drift away would be greatly lessened if a
friendly band were exîended when îhey reacIf
bhc ciîy, and before oîher infliuences bahve1-Ad

This is wbaî we aim 10 do, aid wo trust
Ibat mauy during the coming year of our
woîk may be led 10 join us, giviug 10 us tho
benefit of Iheir belp &iud encouragement, that
the year may b. tho mosî frulîful thé Union
bas seen.

Cflrittan Enbeav'or.
WHA T IS CHRIS7'S LIFE DOING

FOR YOU?-,41V RAS TER TOP/C.

RET. W. M. MCTAVISR, B.D., ST. GBORGE.

Easîcr reminds us that Christ is now rison,
exalted and gloriflcd. We lbink of Him now,
flot mcrely as a crucifled Saviour, but as a
Prince exalîed 10 His Faîbcr's rigbt baud in
beaven. While il is well we sbould look back
10 Calvary and consider tbe burdeus that He
bore, il is also desirable tbat we should look
np and sec wbaî He is doing for us nov. If
we do Ibis, His life will do much for us.

I. Relief in bbc fact Ibat Christ lives will
invest our present life witb a new cbarm and
witb a greater grandeur and dignity. Be-
licvang an a living Christ we realize that
"«'Tis flot tbc whole on ifle 10 ive." We
live not for tbe world only, but for anoîber,
and the very îbougbî ni living in glory with
Jesus, makes Ibis life a greater and grander
tbing Ihan it would nîberwise b.. This
tbougbî also ]ends us new support. There is
in onue Offthe valîcys ni Pertbsbire, a tre
wbicb sprang np at the rocky side of a little
brook, wbere tbere vas no kindly soul on wbicb
il could spread its rotîs, or by wbich it could be
nnurisbed. For a long lime il was stunîed, but
by a sort off vegebable instinct it sent a fibre
across a lilîle bridge wbicb was close beside
it, and tbat fibre fixcd itself ira the ricb loam on
the opposite bank of the streamlet. Nov what
that bridge was to the Irce, a belief in a laviug
Christ is 10 us. Wbile we live bere ira au un-
friendly world, we draw Our' strength and
nourisbmeuî (rom a better land. "lOur
ciîizeusbip 18 ira heaven, from wbîcb also we
look (or the Savinur." IlOur lives are bid
witb Christîfit God " (Col. iii. 3).

Il. Belief in a living Christ mnakes us
strong 10 labor or t0 sufier for Him. When
the disciples were beiug bossed upon the sca
ni Galilce, îbey would bave (cît strongcr la
battle wiîb the waves had bbey known tbal
Jesus vas on bbc mountain-Iop watchiug
tbem. But we kno-w Ibat thougb Jesus once
died for our sins, He rose again and now
lives to sîreugthen us for our duties and to
help and bless us mn bbc discbargc ni thcm.
This knovîcdgc should surciy rmuse our fli g-
ging zeal, and stirnulate us ira the hour ni con-
flict. Jacob, Moses and Gideon aIl feit able
for the work wbicb God assigned tbem whcn
tbey wcre assured that God Hirnsclf wonld go
with tbcm, and s0 we nov sbould fccl strong
for work wbeu we know Ibat our risen Lord
is wiîb us aîways (Matt. xxviii. 20).

If, bnwévor, our lot should be flot 10
labor, but 10 suifer, wc can suifer patienîly
and rcsigncdly wbcn we remember that
Christ lives tn bless ns with His love. A
litîle boy vas once obliged 10 uradergo a pain.
fui operation. His father said t0 him, "lDo
you think you can bear it, my boy? " The
cbild replicd, &&Ycs, father, I îhink I can if
yon wl bnld my hand." Knowing that
Christ holds us in His o~Wn rigbt band, wc ton
can bear cbecrfully wbatever trials are impos-
cd. Not nuîy so, but wc know that if wc suifer
witb Ham ve shahl also reign wiîbH im (IL.
Tim. ii, 12). 11If wc suifer with Him wc
shahl bo glorificd bogeîber.'

out a sbuddor. Tbrough faitb in a living
Christ, W. (col that vo have a licn on tbe lite
immortal.

Te exeeli àte live.-B.snsr.


