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6 THE CANADA PRESBYTRRIANO

'A8TOfl AND -tOPLIE.

The tbîtîeenth chaptcr afi Loranthians Is tht mn-
sýalret1 hymin ci Lave. Tht cievenîli chapter ai
Ilebrews is tht sublime epic tof Fmith. Sonîctînies
Christ gave an exptanaition ai lits own pirebles; anti
in tht cpcîîîuig verse cf titis glormaus chapter the liai>
Spiril tlefine% failli ta bl tht confidence cf things
hoped for antI tht evience af thingi sait s«t." Ont
cf the achieventents o ait .asîm ta: -omnt ai weaknesa"
niany were nI atde strang."

Ont ai tht chief pracesses of tiet as ta strengthen
tht veak. This as the purpose ai aur tiaily breaidand
aur s igtly sltep. bor this abject tht physician
empliays hms akitl mn clearing evil humours tramn our
mystens anti lifting off tht weigts <bat dig us îlawn.
Every gooti schoot lias tht tdouble ai ta fill ignor-
ance-with knowledgc andi ta trait% braina how ta glanait.
Noar, wbat footi as ta the batdy, whlat Mnedicine is te
tht sicit, aliat tht achoci as ta the ignorant -ldt,
divine grace as te aur amî.thseased anti sn.cnieebWe
motits. As sin is the ane fatal we.akness ai every
Ilnaturat litait," se conversion is thorougli anti trants-
forming juit in prportion as in is subdued in tht
saut. lMy aId grandiather useti te cut uap Canatda
thustles by tht rmots, arîh a long knîie, anti then
Iliroar sait iat tht cavity, ta prevent thear sprouimîg
again. Conversion reqilires bath knife anti salt.

Tlie real etement ai weakness in ever Christian as
bis or lier remainaing sin, whicli keepa scattering lis
thisîle-scei anti prapagating ifrcîl. Oui diaiiy bat-
tIc le with tht min that tiott biset us; or, as Dean
Alford translates it, «'tioth saecasily enwrip lus." The
constant cantlict with msucl brethren as Gougli, or
Sawyer, or Murphy is witîl tht appetite for tht boitte.
WVhen God's grace reigns within tliem anti tht> kecp
a tight hld an tht ami ai Christ, then oui ai arealt-
noms 'iaty are matit strang. l'ride is a constant
source ai moral weakness, because, like a bloat et the
face or tht figure, it is a ticceptian. l'ride le sinipty
seli.exaggrto n ih-eddes n hrfr
lit ota efr ansrutio hteamsand n the r eir

wefi.Humitity is tht chiei ttraent in every
healthy, rabust Christian. Rt keeps bini tram saaring
up iat self-conceit, anti holtis hinm down in an ima-
pticit rest on Jesus as bis rock ai strengtli. Anteus
aras invincible as lonîg as hie stuck ta bis niother eartli.
When Hercules gatIi tlt tmpm the air, lie strangleti
laim. No Chîristian is ever conquertil ahite lie liec
low anti firan on Christ. Then tht divine sîrengthlis
petfected in tht Cistman's wtakneis.

This expîains Ilaul's faînous paradox; Il hen R ami
areak, then ana 1 strong." Ht means: When 1 feel
Mnost ni> ewn utter weakness, then do 1 use Most tht
strength ai Christ. Paul's constant endeavaur aras te
cnapty himseli ai Paul, anti ta be filleti auRa tht full-
mutasoai iasLord. Rn October, thtfanmeriscaleful te
get tht chaif anti tht bran eut cf lis granary, in artier

* ta make room for lias whet. He empies, in ordcr ta
1111. Sait ofaiy rentiers nia> have observei ibis
sumniner, ai tht scaside, certain nioliuscs sticking
tightly ta tht rocks. Eadh motlusc clings sa tenaci-
ausly tIai tht concussion of tht araves cannaI imnite
it off. Tht secret ai its hait is that tht miotlusc is
lm,0&. Rf it were te bc falicti, culher wîîh air or alîli
fleili, il aroulti drop off amnietiiately. This illustrates
literalt> tht condition ai evtry humble, honest, healthy

* believer bo, bas bien emptacti ai self, anti sa clings,
b> a divine law, niare closel> ta ilic Rock ai Ages.
As san as hie shauld becomc pauffii witb pritie or
girgeti with fleshly lusts, lie woulti yielti te tht wave
af temptatian anti be swept away. But white lie is
wtak in himself lie is immovable "ilirougli Christ
sirengthening bum."

Falîi li the Lard Jesus is power. Rt is tht believ-
es cal> real anti enduring powrer. AU thase berces
who figur'e in the eleventb cliapter ai tht Hebrears
acre amade sarong out af areakness b> thear grappling
on Goti. -Abrahiam believtd Gati, anti i countd for
raghteousness anti sarengili. Rt matit tRiat noble aid
"lfricait cf God"I sirang enough ta undertake tht jour-
ney anto, an unknawn anti umimappeti land, anti stroag
enougli te bear bis onl> son Isaac ta tht altar ai
sacrifice, in the trust thiat Got couiti even Ilraise up
fram tht deati." Fauth matie. Elijah ai Abab's court
anti Damiel in Babyloas te stand 1 » ke atiaiant. Faith
lin us pour, feebl cratures lt t Omnipotent. 1

ofte thnk outchucha ahi& Ourn schamoee

Christian philanthropy arc like the loRded trains ln a
railway station, wlîlch retmalît stationinry until an lron
cou;>llîg attaches them ta the locomotive. We neeti
the couîaeling of falth I0 God's power, and then we
shait begin ta inave. Out of weakness (for pew.rolls,
and pîîlîîî cloqucnte, aînd prayer meetings have nu

sitiitual pow~cr in andi ci thenistlîts, we ina> become
Our spiritual btrength mrliaires constant renewal,

jus: as the body requires te bc renewed by fond and
steep, atit as even the autworn face of Nature mimai
be renewed b> the repose cf thc winter andi the resur*
rettiuns of the ipring. One objcct of Sabbath worý
shîp andi Bible te.ithing is to repiir constant lais anti
ta bîmili us op. l'he) that .îdit o'n the Lo»d shill
renew their strength, they shaih Mount up whth wings

as cgles ithey shail run lanti fot gro% wcary ; they
shal ialk anti nat fairît away. tiut even an e.îgle
would iliake but a sort> pliglit if h were nai feti and
if itaiot the prictice of its wings. Sn shalU we, if wc
ccase to feed on God's Word and cease tu, ...xtrcise
cîmiselves ta gond works every day. Bible diet andi
libie duty are the regimen ta malte athletic Christians.

Perhips saine of the readesis of titis article may
have run down ta a wretchedly (elle condition of
heart anti lité. In a vague way, they look for tîmeir
minuster te wake theni tmp, or far a "revivail" in their
churcli ta restait thein. This is a delusion. If the
burglar's alaran in my house gets in such a condition
that the "lindicator" only niutters ieebly or has gant
tdur. ~, 1 do flot tinker %'ith tht indicator. 1 go ta
that claset ithere the battery stands, and il theUi jars
with (resta chemicals. Then the wtak apparatus be-
cones strong. The trouble wiîh nianyoai ur churcli-
members is that their "lindicators"' aci strangely.
Thcir lips do tint aiways speak the trotta, or thcir
hands drive lîonest bargains, or their ives <li3play the
power af gotiliness. Rccovery can fly caine by
repentance and by a new infusion ai Christ iet tht
sout. This requires heart work; it requires rzincere
prayer; it requires a reinforcenient af Christ and a
fresh bapîtismai hfis Iloiy Spirit. Ont honest hour
with Jesus, in confession of sin, andi an enlptying ai
self, and a ncw surrender ta Ilint, would work won-
ders in strengthening "Iweaý handt, and feeble kntes.»
WVhen yau are thus canverteti afresh, you can
strengthen your brethien.- Tkeodore L. Cuyir, D.D.,
in . Y. IndefrnIenLsI

GETTING J1f4RRIED.

Rt is very unfortunate for many that a subject sa
practical -and important as niarriag.- is ofien spoken
ai as if it Were a nitre jocular incitdent in human Rite.
Tht apportunity ta aill Young ininds with jusi and
pure ititas concernaing it is partially lost, andi front the
habit ai treating niatrimony as a camedy it is sartie.

imes turnet imita a horrible tragedy.
Marriage lias ils sodial side. Persans risc or fait,

or art kept fromr rising or falling, in a great measure,
by tht campanions for life whoom they select. Mr.
Striait would neyer by himiself have amounteti ta
inucli, but hie bail tht gaod fortune te marry a capa.
ble, energetic girl, and tht restait is tht Snial famit>
stand amang tht foremast in the tawn.

Marriage lias uts ruiletl side. WVhen the Young
people set aut in tlisregard ai the first principles ai
honest living, tht> lay the basis ai rnany a bitter sor-
row. WVlen self.denial, foreth-.ught, and careful cal-
culatian are madie at the beginning, and even over-
mastering affection is madie ta bend ta practical
wisdom, tht> have laid a foundation for sale future
prasperity. Tom Fawcett was desperately in Rave
wiîh Miss Greer, but lie knew just haw much it would
take ta "set ihem, up," liowever mnotestly. He tolti
lier bis ideas and plans; lie gai a savings batik book ;9
she kept it for hia; it was a salutary check an any
litîle extravagances to which she might have been
teanpted. Mr. Fawcctt is now a batik president, anti
Mis. Fawcett keeps four domestici, and maltes every
anc ai thein kecp a savimîgs batik book.

Marriage lias an intellectivai sidIe. A rmt wiîh a
liamiisonme face andi figure, but wîthout brains or any
wish for knowîcdge, maltes it bard for a wife ai aver-
age capaçity to maintain the I ookimg up" attitude.
On tht atlier hanti, a refimeti and educateti womau
wiîia an active mimd lis up a mati who has itiherent
force, thougb, perbaps,ýwithout tar>' ativattages. A
wisc youtig fellow ought to say to humsefý "Wbcm
th "W hi lm le.tbck and glosy, when that cheik is
paler, whien ùham ey ha lem lutr "hi Dow, WMU

te stitl remaîn a mnn that wlll imulAte sMd
sirengthen mine?"

M-irrlage lias a mo~il side. liaMr Bell ,.Jmlred
bis "',"but hoe iti flot resi.ecg, lier. There wus
nathing wrong about lier, but hoe did nat in i hlmleat
tda honour ta lier principle. She dazle t ilers, elhe
fascinatetifhlm, lie was prauti of lier in society. But
that was ail. When lie hiait bis haine andi bis wife in
si lie iti flot keep Aaway tht men whosi loametiems or
coarseneas %%oultil slck a Rooud womnan. Wit inight
be wicketd,bist she enjayeti it if Rt twas wiîiy. So hie
tant wam flot kepi up, but lei down; andi, unfortu-
nately, tht boys.are "bid," and the girls are "flot
turing oui weli." Rt mîiglt have been hufferent If
Mr. Bell had set up a higlier standard cf goodmea.

lNarriage lias a b'rsanisl side. A littim bigla gent-
lier, a little tdut naraseness, a luttie loosenets ai thei
tongue, a ltulle-a ver> ltte- jealausy ai disposition,
inay be tbe ruin of îwo ives ifiat ought ta have beqi
happy as one. l)ear Etitl was a lovely girl, but ber
girl frientis knew that site liat.%a temper ai lier own;
andi, unioritunately, now that she-teniper anti ail-a
Charlie's, lie knows ii, likewise. lie is mcmi cautioas
in lier conîpanay. A nmin wbo cardies about a bal; of
gunpowder uiteds ta aî'ald sparia. SWenght blow
huim up. On the other banal, Dick llrcwn la, in miny
respects, a îîicc fellow, extremely precise in mannci,
but sc jealaus that bis wifem own relations ane
watcbed, snubbed, and at lengih driven front bis boume
by humn, lest they shouit gel tht affections ai bis wlf.
lie bas in variaus samaRi ways Ilcribbed, cabiniet andi
confincd lier," tilt a sprightly, waran.learted girl, with
frank nianners and an lionesi nature, ls chatged i1mw
a restraintd, tinîid, hesitaimîg womnan. Rt la pîtiable
to sie lier sidclong glance ai bina, that ahi niay find
out whether, unobserved, site May' cordiali> rèceive liai
cîti friend of lber childkood. Dhck igbt mcold We
sideways ail the evening, if site mhowed toc match
warnith.

These anti aany mucli mnattm are ltile thought of
by tou many Young persans, and hence, the " incona-
patibility,» the Ilunpleasantness " and quarrels, ending
tau alita in separatian. Tht union was fornaed un.
der the influence ai admiration, or self-love, or am-
bition, or sordid gain, anîd ht aas flot happy. Ah,
Mr. Looker, yau anay buy galti tee dear.

There are cases in which amarriages mot abstuact>
arise are yet rabbed ai timeir cvil in a gooti digree by
prudent triends. A Young girl beconies interemieti in
sanie ont, comanits herseif, and wben lie camtes ta ask
permiission ai lier parents ta address bier, every ami
knaws ibat il is af ne use for tbem ta refuse. She
wni have faim alether îliey hike il or miel. Tht
parents~ are reflecting, self-couitrolled persans. Tht>
say ta ont anoiber, "This is nat the whsest choice
that poor AMatie bias mnade, but site lias miade it and
are mnust malte tht besi ai il." Se ho is brouglit te
the bouse; arrangements are prudtently madie for
then ; hie is conciliateti, influenceti, guiticd. His re
spect and confidence are secured, se that inste-at of
standing on bis insulted dignit> and deflanil>, employ.
ing bis powrer, he beconaes ambitious te win the
estein anti affection ai bis wiic's "folks, se i ls
lifteti up anti saved. Tht relations ai Younmg marrieti
people can do much te ialte or mat gluent.

Therc is a curiaus felicit> saine have ini the circuana
itances af their tnarriàge, whicli gives thena a gocti
U"send-aff/' Tlicy do noi surprise an>' ane wJien il is
announcei. l'copie sayit is just the tbing. Tht> do
not run about the townm, tdiling everyboti> oi tht
"8catch," but tht> cernent the iritndsbip ai mati
years by timel> confidences, whicb say, infarmal>',
Il1 wisb yau as ont ai my frientis to know it." Thoir
wedding is nice there is ne meanness, and ne
"splurge." "lHer own ministter," who lias long known

bier, watched over bier, andi shares in ber hopefu
satisfaiction, marries lier, anti bis voice trembles a
lile as lie says, "Tht Lord blcss yeun »Ho itels as
if giving bis owa child ta another's custedy, and the
bridegroom knows again frai» tht very tomées of tht
clergyman tbat hie aroulti be bad anti base beyamd ex-
pression if lie beld ligli that sacreti trust. Quietiy
anti naturally the Young couple setule dean iet thutir
new life, fcrgetting ne civilities, takiaîg on me airs, andi
provoking ne criticism. Tht> are beginniag as th,%.*mean te enti. Tht> twill flot be, tht " talk af the tern,'
thmeY avil neyer accupy the timt of a divorce court.

Hoar te menti maliers is a bard problem; but "as,
inconsiderate, stiflali, wicket marriage are a sort
cvil in maciet>. The makig ôf -gW:h matches is a
topie. of talk w"k ins ilseilf demoralùtesa, andthedi


