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CRISM\USS AT CEDAR CRICKS.

Tvvar long o' fig Buck river
On thc banks o' Ccdar Cricks

WVhar thc boys %var loft to w~inter
To jiei andi haul the sticks.

Thcr %var only four in the slianty
Bill and thc boss, and mc,

Andi a hialf-brecti Injine %vornan
To cook and work fur the thre.

Me and Bill1 andti ex Injine
1-ati wintcrcti there afore

Anti cut up) lots o' timb.-r
Stili thar %vus plcnty more.

But the boss niust lia' got sonie noshiun
Fur lie stayet i i' us that year

Tho' the shootin thar warn't easy
Artcr they £-kccrt the deer.

He uscd tcr bc Linder ticcent
Anti liketi by the boys as a rule

But this ycar lie war a' cranky
And obs'nite most as a mule.

But the Injine sie tookc to 'uni
Right froni the very first

Andi war allus trylu to please 'umi
As often as sie durst.

Fur hie sered ter ivanter bc loncly
Anti kep well away fî-'xn the rest

Tho' lie useti ter bc mortal ab!e
To tell a yarn wvi' the bcst.

But ther w~arn't no picasin the youngster
Work bard as cver we tnight

So Bill anti me detarmin'd
To kick at w&,rk one niglit.

'Twar gettin cold anti coldcr
Andtihei days wair gettin dark,

The masx, it froze up soliti
Anti the slide war ready to start.

Nex niornin the boss ivar grumpy
Anti wantin ter start thc logs

1le corne in to vvaken us carly
Anti give us our icatheri, togs.

Vien Bill and me juçt tolti him
The Dcvil coulti start bis Iogs

Fur %vc warn't a goin to stan it
Becm ornereti round like tiogs.

lie got nigi as white as tixe snowv is
Anti then ail at onct lic got reti

Anti swore that lic't makc us bc sorry
Unless vre did just as hie sniti,

Arxd thoen lie triei on a coxini
But found tit it %vasn't no go

Sez lie!1 " Ol conie boys %vork fur one day
Tomorrcr'll bc Crisznuss y' knov."

The %vornan site lieard thc louti taikin
Anti conie runnin ixx fur to sec

Wi-.atever the boss war a' doin
In thar wi' Billy and me.

Sie wvarn't muclx used tcr spoutin
.But sie give it straiglit t' us

I've Sceti some %viidcat women
But 1 neyer seti muchi vuss.

Anti the boss, lic scerned tcr git nxiadder
Tiati le'd been afore she spoke
tltouglit as the wvoman 'uti cry thcn
But no : tho' she titi a' most choke.

TMien he ivar eur tryin the sitootin
Anti took up Ixis rifle to go

Fur the ticer can't run in the wîinter
Up ta their knecs in snoiv.

But hie turned while tyin his sr.ow shoes
Anti sez hie, in a voice likC neiv

Weil boys, 1'I'rn sorry it hiappeneti
Let's sec what'L Crismuss do."

Then the %voman got ready Our breakfast
Like as nuthin liat happeneti at ail

But Mixen it %v'ar time fur the din;xcr
We founti that she'd managet t' crawl.-

Anti the tiay passcd away Linter slov-like
Fur wc liatii't been useti ter Io.-f round

Anti the dark anti thc coli %var a' comin
Anti yet the squaiv coultin't be found.

Anti the boss, hie hati neyer corne back t' us
Since hie starteti away at dava

So both on us feit a bit skcery
Anti we thouglit as wve' acteti wrong.

That niglit war a mighty long un
Till the liglit corne in at the cracks

Tien %ve grabbeti a botule o' suthin
Anti followcd tc îvonan's tracks.

Right across the masit to the river
Anti back, to thic harti-wood buslh

Micn along the top of a hiilock
To a place calîcti Dcvil's Pusx.

But here the sr ,w %var broken
As somne one lxad fallcn througi

But thc side war covereti wi' bushcs
Right out '0 the rock thicy grcv.


