
P0OOK REJ*IEWS.

Lt appears that Octave Feuillet made
a great mistake in life. Iristead of imi-
tating De Musset and ' drowning the
emotions' of one love affair ini the
surging waves of another, he-married.
' She '-(the abominable wife)-rer-ninds
M. Mauris 'of a parasite feeding upon
a goodly tree.' One feels that this
wus to)o bad, and one seeka further
particulars. 'She seldomn laves him.'
This is bard, but what more ? ' She
in too homely to satisf y a heart so en-
amoured of ideal beauty.' One feels
sympathetic, but doubta if this is suffi-
cient ground for calling her ' his conju-

gal misory.' Ah ! here in the charge,
hine illoe lachrymoe, 'sho is ta1ented and

goodnaturod enough, but haq nover fur-
niahed bim with a character for one of
his plays or romances!' A parasite
indeod !

Perhaps the life of Alphonse Datudot
in the most amuaing. Ho was no short-
sighted that he once threw piecos of
bread to a gentleman in a heavy fur coat
at the Jardin des Pl1antes, wbom ho mis-
tooli for a bear !He dressed occentri-
cally, and once, wben very poor, during
an interview with the Duke de Morny
the lining of bis hat, by which he was
holding it, came out and the hat foîl to
the ground ; an incident well worthy,
for ita power to shake the soul, to bo re-
corded in the lifo of any modern French
Poot. Once ho was arrostod with Bolot,
hie collaborateur in a play then being
Written for the Vaudeville, by an over-
OffiCious gendarme, wbo overboard »the
following conversation in one of the
Parka àpropos of the yot doubtful doath
'Of the heroine :

* 1 don't want hor to die,' exclaimed Bolot,
*ecitedly.

' But why not ?' Daudet rejoined. 'She

We notice sovoral Americanistus and
errora ini the translation. For instance,
D)e Musset'a achool aurroundinga were
enough to ' vitiate' the mookost 'boy,
but We will ho morciful, and admit that
these errors are nut numorous onough to

Vitiate' a very interesting, lttle volume.

~4Question. Tho Idyll of a Picture by
his friond Alma Tadoma, rolatod by
GE IORG(E EBERS. Now York:. William
k . Gottaberger.

Alma Tadema hais achieved singular
nUccess in bi& delineations of the life and
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nianners of those times which, with con-
venient generality, we terrm 'classic.'
His figures are not modela swathed in
blankets,and hehas more than one back-
scene to his thoatre, unlike tbe old
painters of sucb subjecta with tbeir eter-
nal temple fronts. Tbere is, air as well
as sunlig4ht in bis broad courtyards, and
the marble of their pavements refleots in
sîjeen and glimmer the gleaming brasa of
the tripod whence the acented blue
smoke is slowly curling up among the
folds of the heavy fringed curtains. At
timos we would fain believe that the
doctrine of metempsychosis is true, and
that M. Tadenia is using up afresb a
number of sketches be accumulated dur-
ing previous stages of bis existence.
i One of bis picturos represents a mar-
1)10 bench with the long line of the blue
Mediterranean just 'visible above it, and
beyond that the outline of the clear
Grrecian his ;-on the seat are a dam-

Isel, and a youth who propa bis reclining
figure on one elbow and looks up into
bis companion's face inquiringly. Herr
Ebers bas, chosen tbis as the motive for
the present littie love tale, and has pro-
duced quite a pleazant idyll of old timea,
unburdened by the excessive erudition

j hicb he displays in some other of his
works. Indeed there ie one episode of
tlîe two little sucking pigs, whicb. get
changed on their way to the temple of
Venus, that is quite aniusing. Wbere a
tale is written in tbis way to illustrate a
picture, there should, however, ho no
discrepancy, and we must point out
that the 'rose bush'of Herr Ebers is on
the paintor's canvas a very palpable
oleander.

An Egyptian Priruess, by GEORa EBERs.
Translated fromn the German by Elea-

Jnor Grove, 2 vols. New York: Wil-
liam S. Gottaberger. Toronto : Hart
& Rawlinson.

Tbe bistorical novel bas undergone
some curious changes even within our
own recollection. The hardiest roman-
cers tried to establish a sort of maaonic
understanding with their roadors, an who
should say, 'Look here,-we grant that
this nover did bappen, but it migbt have
occurred and, if you will only allow that,
we on1 Our part will try and not offend
againat probabilities too glaringly.' Skill-
ed writora thrust their actual historical
characters, their Louis XI, or CSeur de


