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PLEASANT HOURS.

CHRISTMAS CAROL.

1 (1 LORY to God !” the lofty strain
= The realim of ether flls;

How sweeps the song of solemn joy
O'er Judah's sacred hills!

*“ Glory to Gud ' the sounding skies

Lcud with their anthems ring
“ Peace on the earth, goud will to men,
From Heaven's eternal King.”

And Chnist.an hearts be (old?

U catch the anthem that from heaven
O'er Judah's mountain rolled’

W hen nightly burst lrom seraph harps
The high and solemn lay

“ Glory to God ! on carth be peace;
Salvation comes to.day !
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TORONTO, DECEMBER 24, 1881.

dl/’ CHRISTMAS GREETING.

My dear young friends, I wih you
all & happy Christmas and a werry
Neow Year. There is something very
gladdening and cheerful nbout the an-
nual return of this holiday season, It
reminds us of God'’s great Christmas
gift to the world. For God so loved
the world that he gave His only-
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life. Now, the only way vo have
a happy Cbristmas,) or a happy New
Yoar, is to accept| God’s great gift.
There ave some people who think that
religion makesjeople dull and melan-
choly. There ne

who know their si
who enjoy the fav
i So, first of all,
hearts. 1t is the
best and richest offering you can give
Him ; betwer fur than the offering of
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh,
which the wise men brought to the
blessed Babe of DBethlehem nearly
ninetecn hundred years ago.

Then, do not let Christmas pass
without trying to make some one elss
happz. First of all, your parents and
brothers and sisters and friends. Your
gifts to them may not in themsclves be
worth much; but the wealth of love
which they may reveal will make them
more precious than gold. Yhen, there
are many poor, who have few to give
them presents ; perhaps orphan child-
ren, whose parents God has taken—
remember themn in the day of your joy,
aud by shiaring your toys or picture-
papors try to make them, too, feel somo-
thing of the Christmas joy. To those
who are forgotten and neglected, Do
season seerus 50 sad as that when all
others are rejoicing. If you want.to
koow the greatest gladness Chiistmns
cao give, try, both at home and abroad,
~ to make others happy, too.
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This day shall Chrnistian tongues be mute,
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AUE WIEDERSEHEN.

Tue Germans have n custom when
they part, of saying Auf Weederseken,
“ Until wo meet aguin.”” So say I now!
to all the bbvs and girls who read the
Preasant Hours. I hope that its
vigits during the yeur have, indeed,
given many ]iéeasant hours to the50,000
young folk whom I have had the privi-
lege of nddrdssing from time to time.
And I hope the pleasure has been mixed
with profit, and that you are wiser,
better, atmnzer in purposes of good
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and wise resojves than ever you were
hefore. With most of our readers this
is a sort of tufning-point. DMost of the
subscriptions |to this paper end with
this number. | It is possible that some,
[ hope a very few, of tho subscribers
sy not rengw for the coming yesr.
But most of them, X trust, wall continue
to belong to the PLeasaxt Hour family.
And, therefote, when I say good-bye,":
in this last npmber of 1881, 1 say, also,
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Auf Wiedersphen—Dday we meet again
during all the months of 1882, The
paper will Yo better than ever. The

Editor will tell some of the most stir-
ring stories of the grand history of our
own land, which he hopes will make
you all proufl that you are Canadians.
Abler pens than his will tell the story
of Early Methodists, whose noble lives
it will be wgll for us all to copy. The
Rev. E. R. Yjouxg, Rev. Geo. Cocunay,
and other ndissionaries of our Chureh,
will tell thri}ling stories of the strange
scenes of hegthen lands, and which I
hope will duicken your sympathies
with the grahd missionary work of our
Church. Wp will have Temperance ;
Stories ; Fatlt: and Figures ; Choice
Poetry; Ingenious Puzzles ; Lesson
Notes and Explanations ; Handsome
Engravings, {and everything that is
good. And{now, once more—Auf
Wiedsrsehen /

The Deceniber number closes the
14th volume of the Methodist Magazine.
The illustrations on Art are very su.
perior. The s}riking series of “Men
Worth Knowing,” and the ¢ Story of
the Catacombs! are concluded. The
touching story of the Christian Martyr,
and of old Romah life, will be published
in book form, byt they witl cost almost
as much as the entire Magazine. The
account of the extriordinary career of

WHAT OUR FRIENDS SAY OF

I have hesrd them commended by several
S.S. superintendents, and disparaged by none,
Even if they were independent publications,
and not published with the authorization
given them by our Church. still it would be
very advantageous to any echool to have them

The announcement for 1882 is very
attractive, embracing illystrated papers
on Loiterings in Europe, Picturesque
Canada, Italian Pictures, Bible Lands.
Also two serials, “Life an Parsonage,” |3 2
a Canadian story. .and * Missionary | introduced. ,
Heroes,” by the Editor] This is the| The Rov. W. Gavprarrn, of Brock-
best Progn:)mme yor pres_'enwd. i v‘l‘!%uv:i?wfl:c past few years I have seen

Prico $2.0C a‘, year;, $]'OOB£?)§: ?x {dozens of Sabbath-school papers, but Ihave |f:
gbogg:::;. A $1.20 Premium OF { met with nono which I regard equal for oue-||;

Suxpgas. They abound with charming, iu.
teresting, und profitable reading matter for

s : i the young. They aro free from the extrava.
the little folk, in the present numnber, Igmi‘/au dgtmhy g‘ oo 20 common in Sunday.

is reprinted from Wile Awake—the' gepoolpapers. They benefit head and heart,
juvenilo monthly, which is clubbed to aud breathe a spirit of true loyalty to church
the Methodist Magazine for $1.50, in- andstate. Allour schools should have them.”
stead of §2.50, the regular price. | The Rev. LeRov HookER, of Ottaws,
O ————— writes :
¢ With nodegree of reserce, I commend to
OUR S.:S ERS. ,all our peoplebthcis. S. penoglicals pt;lb}i!ehcd
.-S. PAP by our Church. If we wish:.our children, |

w)l'ten thoy shall have becomemen and women,
The Rev. Dr. SANDERsON, of London,  to bedevoted to Canada and to the Methodist
to whom is due the honour of issuing the | Cburch, nothing cav be planer than that
first Sunday-school papers in Cansda— C"t“ad;“" ’i'{d, :18220‘1“:3‘ met:it:x;eo?h&nhl
a quarter of a century Rgo— being, Sier (ATBRY IO HID SOMpost el

. . . . mental and spiritual food.”
bimselt both their editor and publisher, | " my, v, B, F. Brawo, of Peibroke,

The illustrated Christmas story for
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writes : :
*‘ From that time to this L have|  « | have carefully examined the copies of
been deeply interested in our S. 8. isaues, |ipe Preasant Houns and the SUNBRAM sent
and though progress bas been evinced, yeb, 1o and I think-them well fitted to interest
never till now have our S. 8. papers, in every, qpd instruct the young, and specially deser-
Yespeet, given unqualified satisfaction. Now 1ng of Methodst patrotiage,”

they do.  There 18 nothing left to be desired, ! "
savi their introduciion into all our Schools. The Rev. J. G. Latrp, President of

They have no superior—not one. Very few , tho Toronto Conference, writes:

S. S. papers, either in England or America, ** My children are delighted with them.
arc at equal to them. In illustration, ' They will also cultivate a spirit of attachment
natter, and price, they are in the front rank ;! to our Church, and awaken'an interest in all
ard they should be in every Methodist S. 8. | gur Christian and evangelistic: enterprises.
in the Dominion. Tac papers are an honour | They ought to be in all dur Sabbath Schools.”

to us, and will prove a great blessing tothe, vy, hope these testimonials—and

Charch.” -
they could be supplemented 'by-many
wz?tt; .Rev. Dr. Potrs, of Toronto, others—will demonstrate, if there 1s

need in any case for that, that the
{authorized 8. 8. periodicals of our own
Church are better adapted:for our own
Schools than any foreign ones.can pos

“Y have examined the Sunday-school
pers submitted to me, and beg to say that
Y‘think they are well adapted to our Metho-
dist schools. They evince good taste in the
pictorial department; they are patriotic;|gibly be.
they ave instructive in matter ; they are -
interesting in literary style, end they are| 2@ Do not fail to sec our enlarged and
true to tho teachings of our Church. Their improved Canadian Scholars’ Quarterly
intrinsic worth and loyalty to the Church, | It 15 enlarged to 20 pages, with handsome
should placs them in every Methodist achool | coloured cover, and contains the full text
in the Dominion. tof the Lessons for every Sunday of the
Rev. Professor Suaw, of the Wes-| Quarter, Connecting Links, Outlines and
leyan Theological Oollege, Montreal,; Questions, Brief Explanations, Methodist
writes: Catechism, and three Lesson Hymns.
. . It contains also an engraved map of the
**The PLEAsANT Houns and thoSUNREAY, | ¢ oyniry treated of in the Lessons, Open-
appoar not only to be ynmarred by say ob-y 310 00 Closing Exercises, the Apostles’
Jjectionable matter, but also to have much, Creed, Ten C s Es nd Tem
positive merit in the combination of apiritn.  -1¢¢d, len Lommandments,and Lempe-
ality and patriotism with raciness of style

{ rance Pledge.
cnd an instructive méhod of description. 1}

Pnce—In quantities of ten or more, to
regard them as most excellently adepted to,one address, eight cents'a year-each or

Goodyear the Invéntor, rivals * ything
in romunce. ’
|

the Sabbath-achools of Canadisn Methodism. | two cents-a quarter. Send for.specimen.
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schools to the PrLeasant Hours, aud the-||:J8




