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whose breasts our spiritual life lias ben
fed all these genorations, lias nut nierely
ct'lled on us to pray for unity, peace and
concord, but lias placed us on our kuies
before God, and p)utting. f-he words of
prayer in our mnouths, lias, as it were,
couipelled us to offer thern to M-i.n.

And nîay we not belie-'e that thiese
prayers ]lave been auswered-answered,
best of ail in producig in lier chidren
the truc --pirit of uiiity;-if not in ail lier
ehidren, yet iu thousands and thoustuîds
whio are now livint-o)scure, perhaps,
taki 1g no part iii thto controversies of the
da'y, yet humble, lowly, pellitent and
obedient Christians ;-and in v'ast inulti-
tudes who arc at rest ini the Paradise of
God ?

Is it not the evident îrevalence of titis
religlous mmid and teniper which lias ou-
c(>uraged the Bishop o>f Rorne to ventture
uponl the appeal to us whichi lie lis mîade ?
Aud couid there ie a gicae«ter niarvel thita
the spirit iu wlîich, after ail that is past--
the caiîand. respectful spirit, the for-
beariug spirit, the ispirit of geilerosity and
citarity-iiu whichl titis cail frotu Ihun to
prayer for unity, peace and love lias been
received by the Eng-lishi-,pIeaking Chiris-
tians of the Worid ?

2. Tihis ivas a cail to prayer, however,
for the liesling of the great open sclîisrns
iii the bodyv of Christ, for reconciliing Na-
tional Churches, between whomn coin-
niunioi lias been long suspended, and for
the restornig of the great orauized bo-
dies of Protestant Christians tu' thct Na-
tional Churci'es froin -%vllch tlîey Pave
broken away.

But is tixere flot a -(,-vious dut-y so far
as wve of the Citurcit ý. Sngiand are cont-
cerned? Must not the heaiing of our owu
internai divisionts and dissensions coule
ftrst ? The great openx sore of the divisions
of Cliristeîxdoin is grievous enougli. But
for sucli a Citurcli as ours is, hîoldinîg the
position she doos hy God's Providence as
an aekuowledged. interinediary in thi reli-
giousg controversies of the day, a position

froxti which site Nvould be able, if unitud,
to huld out one haud to the rest of thc
Catholie Churci and the othor hand, t.>
the great separatcd. bodies of lier own
eltildren-for Iterself to lie, as site is, iu-
ternally reut and tom, is indeed. a griev-
ous, ail unspeakable calainity, the cure of
whtieli ouglit surely to 1)0 first ini our
heart, iu our prayers and in our endeav-
ors.

3. " Our unliappy divisions " ouglit to
be a hîeavy weigltIt upon our hleart axxd
conscience, first, because they are our own
personal sin.

Tite great open divisions in tue visible
Chiurcli of Christ are not oui' owii sut. If
I arn a Rloman or au, Anglican, a Presby-
terîin or a MUetliodist, I arn in niost cases
itot resi)unsil)le tori'ny state of separationi.
That I find imnyseif a utemuher of a Body
not it communion wit; ", C~ great rnajority
of Cliristians iu the worl(l niay wvell be a
%veigitt upon îtîy lieart, but it eaul be no
wcîgl,' up0tt iny conscience. It is a sin
of thte fat]xurs iticli is being lie.avily
visited uponl tieir chidreii, a state of
t-iings whticit evem'y faithful Chtristian
xîîust dceply feel anid deplore, but liot a
sit for whict lie is personaliy responsible.

But the intemmal, divisîins of tite tuent-
bers of our owxt Churcit are our owu per-
sonal sin. Ail that is sinf ul ini sucli dlvi-
su ,nis-for d1ilYtreiices of j udgnmeut even
upon the itost important natters are ixot
sinfl-ail the '' envy, strife, wraýngling,çs,
cvil-surinisings titat coule out of ques-
tioniings and disputes of words "-all the
cc bitterness and wrath and anger and
cianior and cvil-speaking, and malice,-
is the sin, not of past ages but of the
living mcin l whtose heýarts thiese cvil pas-
sions are umistakenl for a 7eal of God.

4. And htow bitter are the fruits of our
uiîlappy divisions!

First, titere is the sin against tce lion-
our of our Lord, that we turu Ris own
Houseltold into a house divided against
itself,


