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God.'—Isuiah xliiis 12,
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IV,

Wz have now seen that the Cliistisn church
is, in its very constitution and design, a imissiona-
1y church—that its listory illustrates this truth—
and that all the original motives for erfrcing it
still exist, and exist in ever-accumulating force.
What, then, can be more appropriate for us,
Sourthly, than to survey our condition, and esti-
mate our wauts, in relation to that design, to pro-
fit by that history, aud to yicld obedicnce to those
motives. X

1.. Notv, it must be obvions, that whatever else
may be necessary, a vivid and all-pervading ap-
yrehension of the original design of the church is
of the first importance. ¢ But dc not our various
sggressive eflorts shew that we have already re-
covercd that apprehension?”?  To a very limited
extent. Untilrecently, the Churistian church was
well nigh 2s locai auva stationary as e Jewish,
And, as might be expected, considering the state
of its piety, its mavements, since it began to
awake, have been fitful and uncettain, vathier than
healthy and regular.  Are not its members, still,
too content, generally speaking, with suppotting
a ministry for themselves alone 5 and thus rescn-
bling the local character of the Jewish church?
Is not the clear apprehension of its missionary de-
sign confined still to a small minotity ? Or, if
feftnby the many, felt only asa passing impulse~
the result of an annual appeal, rather than asa

ersonal obligation, and a univeisal principle?
1y if felt as a clzim, felt as a duty to be easily
devolved, and discharged by proxy ?

Brethren, according to the theory of the Chiris-
tian church, every onc of its incmbets is a witness
for Christ. In making you, Christian, 2 partaker
of his groce, he not only intended yout own sal-
vation—he intended the salvetion of others Uy
your instrumentality—he intended that you should
go forth from his presnee asa witness, conveying
1o the world the chieering intelligence that hie is
still panlening and s ving sion~rs—sitting on his
throne of merey, waiting to be yracious to them,
as e hias been to yon,  He says to you, in effzet,
4 You have ziven yourselves to me, and I give
you tothe worll—give you asiny witnesses: Jook
on yourselves as dedicated to this oJicc—dedicat-
od from eternity.”?  Brethren, your very business,
as Christians, your cailing, is to propagate yvour
redigion. Is the gospel-cause a warfarc? Eve-

“hristian present is subpenad as a wituess for
God.  Look on yourselfin this light, and you will
nat, on the ground of disqualification, dismiss the
subject from your mind.  You will not think that
amere annual subscription buys you off from that
great duty for which God has made you 2 Chris-
tian. ¢ cannot speak for Chiristy” said a martyr,
on his way to the flamas, ¢ but I can dic for him.”
And, in the same martyr spisit, you will say, « 1
cannot speak for Chirist—would that I could—the
world should hear of him ; my lips cannot speak
for him, but my life shall; my tongue cannot wit-
ness, hut others cain; and,if [ropetty can aid, and
prayers prevail, they shall’? “Brethren, this is
simply the seatiment of scriptarc; this was the

Nt of the primitive saints. They looked on

maelves individually as born to be witnesses
for Christ—ordained to thc oflice of diffusing the

that he has szid this to us? ‘Lo the car of picty
he is saying it still—to the eye of picty, he is
hese this day to repeat it—do you not beliobd him ®
Do you not hear him saying it to you—and to
you? Never, till Christians feel themselves thus
individually addressed, will the church fullil ats
Iofty designy as a missionary witiess for Christ to
the world.

2. A second requisite for this end is wisdom—
wisdom to mark the characteristic features of the
age, and the tmovements of the world—to appre-
ctate the peculiat position af the church wn telation
to them, and to apprehend and obey the indica-
tions of God concerning them. Never was there
an age when the wide field of human misery was
s0 accurately measured, and so fully explored, as
the present 5 and, consequently, there never was
a time when the oblization ofthe Christian church
to bring out all its divine resources and reincdies,
was so binding and so great. Never was there
an age when scicnee attempted so much, and
promised so largely—challenging the gospel, in
cffect, to run with it a race of philanthropy 3 and,
consequently, never was there a time wlen it so
much concemed the church to vindicate her cha-
racter as the trus angel of mercy to the world;
and to shiew that not by might, not by power, but
by the Spirit of God, the wounds of the world
tnust be healed.  Never was thete a time when
the clements of universal society exhibited so
much restlessness and change—when the ancient
superstitions cahibited so many signs of dotage and
approaching death—when the field of the world
was so extensively broken up, and ready for cul
tivation ; broken up, not by the ordinary plonzh-
share of human instrumentality, but by stranze
convulsions fiom beneath, and by boelts from an
invisible hand above ; and, consequently, never
was there a time which so Joudly called on the
Christian sower 0 go forth and sow.  And never
was tiiere a land blessed with sach prculiar faci-
lities as Britain, fur acting as a witn-ss for Christ
to the workl.  Why is it that the gospal is at this
time in trust with a prople whose ships cover the
seas—who are the merchants of the world?  Has
he wlo Irew the boundaries of Judea with his own
finger—who selected the precise spot for the tem-
ple—who did everytling for the Jewish church
with design—=abandoned The Ciuistian church to
accident?  And, if not—if hie has placedthe ras-
prel here with design—what coi the nature of it
design bey but that'it should he Lutne to the wesld
o the wings of cvery wind that blows?  Say,
why is it that Britain, and her velizions ally,
America, should divide the scas—shonld hold the
keys of the world 7 Oh, were we but awa%e to
the designs of God, and to our own respoasibiiity,
we §hou?d heat him say, ¢ Thave put you y pose
session of the scass put the woild in prssassion of
my gospel.?  And every ship we seat out would
be a missionary charch—like the ark of the ds-
Inge, a floating teatimony for Gady and bearing in
its hosom the sceds of ancw creation.  Christians,
outs is, indeed, a post of respansibility and of ho«
nour!  On us hiave accminulated all the advanta-
zes of the past; and on us lies the great stress of
the present.  The world is wailing, breathless,
on our movements; the voice of all heaven is
urging us on.  Oh, for cclestial wisdom, to act in
hatmony with the high appointments of Provi-
dence—to scize the crisis which bas come for
blessing the world ! .

3. A third requisite is Christian union. It is
in vain to talk of the bencficial rivalry of sects.
This only shews that we are 3o much accustomsd
0 our divisious, that we are beginning to see

which is eficcted abroad, cffected by merging the
disputes of home—in fact, by uniting? And would
not a kuowledge of onr differences there be fatal
to our usefulness? But the doctrine of Christ on
the subject is decisive—¢ that they all may be
one, that the world may believe that thou hast
sent me.”  In other words, the visible union of
Cliristians is_essential to the conversion of the
world.  Itisin vain tosay that but little disagree-
ment enists, as yet, among the Chriatian witnesses
abroad 4 the seeds of discoid only ask for time,
and they will not fuil to hear their propet fruit,
But why have not the witnesses abroad differed ?
If they are right, must we not be wrong? And
how is it that even we, on occasions Jike the pre-
sent, can quit our denominationel camps, and proe
clum the truce of God?  Both owing to the same
means—by peying greater deference to the will
of Christ than {o the claims of party—by looking
outon a world perishing—by erecting the cross
for its salvation, and rallying around it—in a
word, by reverting practically to the design of the
church.” Oh! whois not rcady to say, at such
times, ¢ Would that the whole chure cgnlg be
converted into a Christian Missionaty Society,
and meet in that capacity alone.”® The union
wanted is not the union of one day in a year, but
the union of every day--not merely a oneness of
purpose, buty as far as practicable, a union of
means for the attainment of that purpose. Here
is oue society calling aloud for ageats, and pledg-
ing atsell 10 raise {he funds for their support;
while another proclaims that it hos agents ready,
if it did but possess the means of sending them
foith.  Now, the spitit we necd is that whichyon
the figst hearing of a statement like this, should
induce the pattics to sympathize in each other’s
wauts, and, hy uniting their respective means, to
supply them.  Drethren, the same obligation
which binds the chuich to act as & witness for
Gol at ally binds it to do so i the best manner,
and to the fell 2mount «f its resources,  While
division is making that which is alrcady little,
still less—not oaly would a spirit of union, by
combimng our resousces, economize and increase
them, but, by evincing a greater concem for the
will of Chrst than for the success of party, it
would invite it—it would humbly challenge his
blessingz, for it would e a substantial fultilment of
his prayer.

1. And is not greater liberality wamted? Not
that which waits for public excitement—that
which gives, not a little from mauch, but much
from a Dittle=-that which brizatens into cheerful-
ness, and siscs into prayer, s it casts its gift into
the treasury, saying, « May this be a witness
for Clizist.™ ~ The liberality wanted is that which
shall constrain the wealthy Christian to ascend
that altar lumself, taking with him all he has, and
oficting the wholi asa missionzry oblation to God,
Talk rot ofsacrifice 3 do you forget that the world
has been redeemed by sacrifice—do you remem-
ber the nature of thatsactifice? Ob, if you real-
Iy knowo the grace of our L.ord Jesus Chuist, let the
cliirch but sympathize with Christ in the travail
of his soul; such acts of scif-devetion would be-
come of frequent occarrence, and new songs would
burst forth in beaven.

5. The history of the church would justify, and
its present position demands, an jncrease of eaer-
gy and zeal, 1 say this, not so much in relation
%0 our missionaries as to our churches. e must
be ignorant, indced, who docs not know that rashe
acss often passes for zeal, and that the path of wis-
dom lies betwecn a blind impetocsity on the one
bhand, and a ¢old, calculating policy on the olber.



