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rescinded.  1ow mueh is it to be regretted,
we are ready to say, that they had not bheen
rescinded before, when the grounds for
revoeation were the same, and the revoca-
tion would not have come, as it did at last,
too late ! Menaced with augmented embar-
rassments; surrounded hy affecting evidences
of public suffering, and symptoms by no:
means dubious of an outbreak nmongst the
lower classes of the people ; with the pros-
peet of a diminished revenue at a time when
its burthens, entailed by the war with Napo-
leon, were enormous,—the British Cabinet,
unhappily, thought it their duty to hold on
their course,

French Scizures and

Burnings  still conti- .‘L\'Othmg can show

nued. more conclusively the
Jjustice of styling Buonaparte’s conditional
revocation of his Deerees ““a pretended
revoeation,” than the fact, that the French
still persisted in ecapturing vessels helonging
to the United States, scizing their cargoes,
and, in many instances, burning the ships
after the cargo had been removed. Buona-
parte, it is true, to save appearances, did
release by his special license, and not on the
ground of the alleged revocation, some
T.ted States’ merchant-ships which had
been Jetained in French ports; but this
was ad he did. During the summer of
1817, French privateers in the Baltic and
Mediterranean took every American vessel
they fell in with, and carried them. for con-
demnation into the ports of Italy, Danizic,
and Copenhagen. At the very moment
when the Congress-Committee of November,
1811, were making their report, in which
they called their countrymen to arms, and
spared no force of language to rouse the
deadliest resentment against ¢ British in-
Justice and outrage,”—at that very moment
—when Franee scemed to be as effectually
forgotten as though it had formed a part of
some distant planet,—a small squadron of
Freneh frigates, evading the British surveil-
lance, which might have done the United
States some serviee, had escaped from the,
Loire, and were pillaging and plundering
American vessels in the Atlantie. Great
reason, then, had Lloyd for expressing him-
self as he did, in the Senate, on the QTth‘

June, 1812,—after the declaration of wau':l

“Did the justification of the British Ordors
in Couneil depend merely on the non-repeal
of the French Decerees, they might then,
indeed, well enough stand, since every
arrival from Europe brought news of fresh
seizures and condemnation of American ves-
sels, under cover of those very ediets of
which the repeal was so boldly alleged.”
With Mr. Hildreth's testimony we leave this
topic: ¢ As to the alleged repeal, by France,
and the refusal of Great Britain to repeal
her ¢rders, which had been made the ocea-
sion, first of the revival of non-importation
from Great Britain, and now of war; not
only had no decrce of repeal been produced ;
not only had no captured Asnerican vessel
cever been released by any French prize court
on the ground of such repeal, but all the
public documents of France; the Duke of
Cadore, in his report to the Emperor, of
December 3, 1810; the Emperor himself, in
his address to the Couneil of Commerce, of
March 31, 1811 ; and the Duke of Bassano,
in his recent report of March 10, 1812; all
spoke of the Berlin and Milan Decrees as
subsisting in full foree, the cherished policy
of the Bmpire.” Ilere surely, is ample
evidence to show how unmerited was the
imputation attempted to be fixed upon Great
Britain, of having falsified her piedge.

Mr. DPinckney's de-
parture from London s
1st March, IS11

After ineffectual efforts
to carry out his views
and wishes, Mr.Pinckney requested, and,
on the 1st March, 1811, obtained his audi-
ence of leave from the Prince Regent. In
his letter to Mr. Smith, the United States
Sceretary for Foreign Affairs, describing the
interview at Carlton Iouse, he informed
his government that the Prince Regent had
conveyed to him * explicit declarations of
the most amicable views and feelings towards
the United States.” The business of the
legation was left in the hands of a Charge
J’Affaires.  From this time the government
of the United States acted as if the French
edicts were revoked ;5 though, as we have
shown, captures and seizures avere still
going on; whence French ships were ad-
mitted into the ports of the United
States, whilst those of Great Britain were
excluded,



