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4 TIIE CITIES OF CANADA.

comparatively, hias been done to mark an equal
progress in the higher qualities which adorn
and accompany civilization. Whenone walks
along King and Yonge Streets, and views with
mingled feelings of surprise and admiration,
the splendid Cathedral, the handsome St. Law-
rence Buildine~ and the princely stores already
built or in t..¢ cowrse of erection, the mind
will naturaliy revert to the intelligence which
designed, and the ¢kill which is completing
them; and a desire will as naturally arise to
ascerlain the characler and extent of the insti- ¢
tations appropriated to the furtherance of!
infellectusl pursuits. Alas! shall we confess
it, in this we are miserably deficient.  Not a:
solitary building is to be seen answering this
description. Thereis not evena public fibrary !
In the St. Lawrence Buildings there is a very
large and convenient reom, appropriated as 2
reading-room, and kept well supplied with the
current periodical liteature of the day—but
that is all.  Nor is there a rocm even devoted
to the collectior: of specimens of art, or the
fruits of genius. Tt may be said that we are
unrcasonable in this accusation, that the place
is too young for such maticys. But whenwe
call {o remembrance the work of this nature
which has Leen done in smaller, less wealthy,
and less importani communitics, we cannot
refrain from cxpressing o conviction that
much morc ought (0 have been accomplishied
in Toronto.

Much to the credit of ils promoters, there
isa flourishing Mechanies' Insiitute, possessing
a librar, worthy of belter accommodation.

Within the past two years, also, a Sociely
‘has been organized, under the appzllation of
“The Canadian Institule,” which has for its

amoige other less prelending structureg, in an
out-of-the-way place. Witness the result in
the St. Lawrence Buildings—in the new Post
Oftice, a truly chaste and well-designed piece
of architecture, poked away behind an unin-
teresting row of fire-proof windows, in Messrs.
Whittemore's four-storied warchouses. The
same remark will apply to mauy others, but
these examples will suffice.

The absence of large spaces, in the form
of public squares, gardens and arrangements
of a simitar kind, is also most remarkable, and
very much to be regretted.  In a city whose
tocul disadvantages, as far as public hezlth is
concerned, have been made the sabject of fire-
quent comment, we epine that the wisest po-
ey would be to make a saerifice of present
wealth, for the purpose of future good.

The railroads to the north and west, and
cventually to the cast—the inereasing means
of water communication—the vast extent of
cleared and highly celiivated farms avound it,
and the extending selllement of large tracls
of land, point o a prosperons future for this
city.  We might expatiate on this and kin-
dred topics to greaier length, but we should
only fire the patience of the reader, and
exceed the proper bounds allotted to our
subject.

[A View cf the City had Leen completed for
publication, but being disappeinted with it,
we have refinined from inserting it in the pre-
sent issue.  There are very great difficultics
to be encountered in attempiing a fxithful pic-
ture of the place.  We have seen several pro-
ductions of vaious professional ariists and
amateurs, and in all, the failure has been nearly

object the promotion of literature, science, and

alike, 2nd has arisen from the same causes.

art. Under the auspices of thisAssociation, § In one, we remember, to have discovered the
(which has heen chartered,) 2 monthly publi- i nearest approach to accumcy of detzil com-

cation is shortly to make its appearance, de-
voted tothe cultivation of these pursnits.  We
hail this zs a good omen of what we may
shortly expecet on 2 more cxiended and com-
prehensive scale.

Ve must also enter our protest aguinst the
injudicions mannerin which most of the public
buildings are *located,” (to borrow a Colum-
bian idiomatic term).  The general effect of a
finc proportionate building, however classical
ils style and claborate its ornumentation, is
completely destroyed by being crowded in

; bined with decided pictorial cffect, but iis

minutencss and panoramic chavacter rendered
it unsuitable for the purposes of this publica-
tion. The difficuitics which preclude the pos-
sibility of faking a good general view, partake
of the same nature which obtains with respect
{0 all citics which are situated onlow and flat
surfaces, where the principal buildingsare not
isolated or separated to any cxtent from the
swrounding houses, and where there are no
contiguous heights from which an extended
prospect is afforded to the cye.]
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