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A Merry Christmas to you.

It may not be generally known that
Hon. William Mulock. the Postmaster-
Genernl of the Dominion, was, in his
younger duys, an ardent collector.

Mr. Walter McMahon. publisher of
the announced Philatelic Canadian,
states that Mr. Weldon has no share
whatever in that journal, beyvond con-
tributing to its columus.

The first copy of the Halifax Phila-
telic Magazine has reached nus. We
read, with surprise. the opening article
—=a history of the Dominion Philatelic
Associntion. Aswe never had any say
in the affairs of the society previous to
publishing the Canadian Philatelic
Magazine—somne 16 months ago—some
of the information is “*news™ to us.
We doubt not but that something will
be heard from other parties in regand
to this article, and weo do know that
when Mr. Weatherston resigned, the
socicty was free from debt, if not funds
on hand. It was Mr. Wentherston
who appointed Mr. Irving E. Patterson
to be secretary.  Mr. Weatherston was
one of the best oflicers the society over
had, and cven Mr. Muirhicad states this
to bo 50 in the forepart of the article
Had not other affairs taken up a great
denl of Mr. Weatherston's time, ho
would have continued his trust. In
fact he once proposed that asno one,
apparcm.lv appeared to be taking any
interest in the socicty, it should be
amalgamated with the P.S.of A. It
was a2 move we upposed, and this lod to
Mr. Patterson becoming secretary. A
féw other statements regarding the
official organ prove that the writer was
not correctly informed, and we may
say more Iater on.

The holiday season has not hindrred
stamps anything like it usually doex.
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And the third said nothing ;- but as he
had.made a li-tle money durm;: the year,
he bought all the two had to sell, pnd
after that he had a better furnished hduse’
and a much larger stamp collection than

cither of them, and was happy and con.*

tent.

Who was the wisest, and whom will
you follow ? You wish to know what |
collect mysel. Everything issued for
postal purposes that is or has a stamp on
it~-adhesives, cards and enivelopes-of'the
world. When | was a boy I enjoyed
even Hamburg locals, and any kind of
forcign revenues, because they looked like
stamps. When 1 found out that Ham.-
burg locals were frauds, and that revenue
stamps had nothing to do with the post
office, I'discarded both kinds. Russian
rural stampe~ are very interesting, but to
ffet them all, takes the woney of a mill-
ionaire and the search «f a lifetime, says
Kar! Ludwig in Filatelic Facts and Falla.
cies, Scandinavian and German locals
are not much beuter than fakes, but they
give testimony of very peculiar postal
arrangements  in these covntries. Of
these three.kinds I'miide, therefore, some
nice groups and kept them with my col-
lection. There is "nothing complete in
them, but they serve well to illustrate
certain- things. Indian native states, for
some reason ‘hardly known to myself, 1
treated similarly, and quite lately 1 have
added one :page of Chinese treaty ports.

Being a German, I have always special-
ized a little in the old German Siates,

giving a good deal of attention to entire,

old German envelopes, which I can say
1 have quite fine. 1 have a fairly good
collection of ‘most anything, although any
specialist would cali‘my English wolonials
and United States hardly up to average.
1 had always a strong liking for un-
fashionable stamps, and therefore have
now a fine lot of Madaygascar Janye labels
and New Republic. Should anybody
wish to know a little about the early
issues of Salvade envelapes, 1 can show
mast of them in varieties all entire.s 1f 1
can gradually £ill the main varieties of all

‘other countries, I am satisfied ; and if 2

peculiar vanety comes my way, [ take
that also

As {or the boy “ho starts a collection,
1 should say, try to get a printed album
without two trifling varicties, and then
make it a point to gt at least one stamp
of every country. After that fill up the
commoner sets, and don't get a dollar
stamp instead of onc hundred at 2 cent.

The larger variety will teach you more *

than tht one specimen. Buy carefully,
but don't consider all the time which
stamips will go up in value. 1 have read
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that a new common sense ‘album is to be
issued. Buy that in preference to the
present albums, which for the bcg)nncr
“ make dccxdcdl) too much woxk. “And
last biit'ndt'least d6 not specialize in one
smUc country before you have atleast
given general collecting a real good
chance.

NO TIME LIKE THE PRESENT.

Noaw is the time to buy, says C. E.
Severn in the Internatioual Philatelist.
Stamps are cheap in the face of the
present stringency in financial lings.
l\iom,:, is more pow erful, more valuablo
now, than it is in normal times,  1ilias
a farger expapsion, a larger purchusing
range at this day, than it will, if a'l
goes aell, within a year or less, from
the present.

The stamp collector with little or
much noney’ to spend  should buy
stamps now, when mouey will do the
most exceution, Tw the stamp world,
there exists a condition which is p:lr._x‘l-
cled, pethaps, in any other business
avd  semi.commereial  cireles,  Thoe
speculative-minded feel that this is the
time fo sow cents 1o veap dollars‘io the
future.

Nearly everybody collects U.S stamps
consequently they are standard and o
safe investment, One can fill ong's U.
S. blank spaces at n more favorable
rate compared with catalogue values
now than one could for maoy years
herctofore. B

Lot us consider some of the stamps
that are usually lacking in the fairly
-good collections of U.S. The five cent
1851, is priced at 21350 in the advanco
sheets.  This stamp is being advertised
at from $9 to §11 in the current num-
bess of stamp journals, Coundition isa
mosi important factor in appraising
the value of this stunp.  Onespecimen
may be cheap at ten dollars and av-
other dear at the same tigure 3 you leok
at the margins when you buy thestamji

The 5 cent, 1851, is staple and you can

‘huy onc at's more advantageous prico
now than at any time in the future.
The 90 cent, 185360, veverses the
usual order of things as it iscatalegued
higher used than dnuseil. Theadvanco
sheet price is S50, It 'is pussile 10
bby finu specinicn m-day forfrom 82
‘o §2250 Mobey spent !nr thig stnmp
is well spent.  Iis position among tho
scarcitica’is better defined, o¥en than
some of the U.S. that citilogiio more.
Theé nincty-cent, 1868. wxll boSlé in
the now cat:tlngue. It is somcwh:-t
dxﬂigulb lo get a contcrcd spccmu-
shuwing the grill dlearly. The stamp
is beipg offcred, nowndays by, dculcm
qqgsmnall » Ot fcpm 812 ta 515 gmd alt
will cnnct;do that the stamp s one umz
lcnds digaity to nny collection and that



