8 THE POLICY OF THE GOVERNMENT.

binds them to oppose such an admission; for
would 1t not be monstrous that there should be
a part of the empire with which the Impenal
Partiament could not interiere, no matter what
its internal disorders might be? If tlus were
adnitted 1t would begin the dissolution of the
Empire.  Accordingly, Lord John Russell's
despatch, before quoted, puts a decided negalive
on this demand, as the resolutions of the Impe-
rial Parliament hsd done before, so that i1t 15
finally denied both by the Crown and the
Parliament.

Tt was argued that it was just as proper and
necessary to delegate to the Columal Legslature
the sole right to manage its vwn local affiurs
as 1t was tn delegate this power to a corpora-
tion. But this argument 1s directly in thetecth
of those who use 1t; for no power was ever
delegated to a corporation that cunld not be
vesutned at the pleasure of the giver, on just
occasion being shown. The power delegated
to a corporation never excmpicd it from the
supervision of Parliament, as to its anagcuent
of thut power; nor did the latter body ever
dream that it had no right to interfere with the
former. On the contrary, 1t is known to all
men, that Parhament has interfered with all
the Corporations in the Kingdom, and has totally
changed the character of most of them, by
throwing them open to & more numerous con-
stituency. Thus the argument from corpora-
tions is in favour of Parliament interfering 1n
our local affuirs, for all the corporations have
been interfered with. No power ever was, or
ever can be, delegated by Parhiament to any
body, corporate or otherwise, that was not
subject to Parliamentary control, in order to
guurd oainst the abuse of that power. Is it
not notorious that the old corporations abused
their powers? and how were these abuses to
be corrected except by the interference of Par-
Yiament?  The supreme authority of the empire
must be supreme in every part, or there 15 an
end to all subordination, umty, and government,
and local abuses might grow up in all local
affairs, eating through the body like a canker,
without any authority bemg able to apply a
remeds.  The night of interference in our local
affairs is therefore one which cannot be vielded
by the Crown and the Imperial Parliament.

But, though this nght be reserved, i1s as @
kind of abstract nght, to be cxercised very
sparingly, and froman evident necessity. All

unnecessary interference in our affuirs is as
much disapproved by Ier Majesty’s Govern-
ment as 1t can be by any person in the Colony.
Hence 1t 1s stated in Lord Glenelg’sinstructions
to Sir I'. B. Head:—Parhamentary Legisle-
tion on any subject of exclusively internal
concern, in ang Brtish Colony possessing a
Represeatative Assembly, is, as a general rule,
unconstitutional. It 13 & nght of which the
exercise 1s reserved for extreme cases, in which
necessity at once creates and justifies the
excepuon.”  And the before-quoted despatch
of Lord Juhn Russell savs:—&'T'he Governor
must only oppoxe the wishes of the Assembly
where the hunour of the Crown, or the interests
of the Empire are deeply concerned.” A right,
the excrae of which 1s thus guarded need
excite no fear 1 any breast as to 1ts beyng nju-
riouly exerted.  Accordingly, we find that the
publicativn of this last-named despatch made
no difference n the conduct of the leading
refuriers of Upper Canada, who stll gave their
support tv the Governor General, as they had
done previcusly. It 1s not probable, however,
that they woulld have done thus, it the guarding
of this reserved nght had stood alone, unac-
companicd with ollier guarantees of good gov-
ernent.  Men who lvok more at words than
things taxed the reformers with inconsistency
in continuing to support His Excellency, saying
that there was no chiange of system, responsi-
bility to Duwning Street remamed the same,
and thus refurmers were supporiing the very
system against wluch they had deckumed. The
reformers, however, saw that there wasa change
of system. The nght of interference n our
local affuirs was sull reserved, it 1s true, but it
was specially guarded snd himited to extreme
cases, and wasaccompanted with other sufficient
guarantees against its abuse.  They therefore,
with commendable patriotisin, gave up ther
opinion on this point, and thus exhibited that
spirit of yielding on minor matters which we
have secen to be requisite for the preservation of
the union with Great Britain,

Of those other sufficient guarantees which
led the reformers to adopt thus course, the first
15, the appainiment of practical, experienced
statrsmen of hiberal prnciples to be Governors
of these Colonics.  This s in atself a great
point gained. IPorasthe complaints hed always
been chiefly of the admimistration of the govern-
ment, to appoint a Statesman of established
liberal principles was going to the fountain of



