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Q. 82. Is any man able perfectly to keep
the commandments of God ?

A. No mere man since the fall is able, in
this life, perfectly to keep the commandments
of God,8 but doth daily break them in
thought,¢ word,% and deed.w

8 Ecol, vii, 20. For there is not a {lust man upon
the earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.

.t Gen,viii, 2l. The imagination of man’s heart is
evil fron his youth,

« James fii, 8, The tongue can no man tame; it is
an unruly evil, full ot deadly poison.

w James iil, 2. In many things we offend all.

Q. 83.  Are all transgressions of the law
equally heinous?

A. Some sins in themselves, and by reason
of several aggravations, are more hzinous in
the siiht of God than others.z

2 John xix, 1. He that delivered mé unto thee
hath the greater sin.

Q. 84. What doth every sin deserve ?

A, Every sin deserveth God’s wrath and
curse, both in this life, and that which is to
come.¥ :

y Gal. ifi, 10. Cursedis every one that continueth
not in all things which are written in the book of the
law to do them.

Matt. xxv, 41, Then shall he say also unto them
on the left hand, Depart from me, ye oursed, into
everlasling fire, prepared for* the devil and his angels.

Q. 85. What doth God require of us, that
we may escape his wrath and curse due to us
for sin?

A. To escape the wrath and curse of God
due to us for sin, God requireth of us faith in
Jesus Christ, refentance unto life,z with the
diligent use of all the outward means whereby
Christ communicateth to us the benefits of
. redemption.&

z Aots xx, 21. Testilying both to the Jews, and
also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith
- toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

@ Prov. ii, 1. My son, if thou wilt receive my
words, and hide my commandments with thee; V., 2

that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and
apply thine heart to understanding; V. 8. Yes, it thou
criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for
understanding; V. 4. If thou seekest her as silver,
and searchest for her a8 for hid treasures; V. 5. Then
shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find
the knowledge of God. .

Q. £6. What is faith in Jesus Christ ?
A Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, b
“whereby we receivec¢ and rest upon him alone
for salvation,d as he is offered to us in the
gospel.e

"(33)

b Heb. x, 80, We are not of thom who draw back
utnz'ﬁ peﬁﬂon $ but of them that believe to the saving
of the soul.

¢ John{, 12. As many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to

'thgm that helleve on his name,

ili, 9. Aud be found in him, not ha
mine own righteousness, which isof the faw, but that,
which is through the faith of Ohrist, the righteous.
pess which is of God by faith, .

6 Isa. xxxili, 22. The-Lord is our Judge, the Lord
is our law-giver, the Lord i3 our king ; he save us,
Q. 87. Whatis repentance unto life ?

A. Repentanceunto life is a saving grace, £
whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his
sin,g and apprehension of the mercy of God in
Christ,? doth, with grief and hatred of his sin,
turn from it unto God,* with full purpose of,
aud endeavour after, new obedience.£

Jf Acte xi, 18, Then hath God also to the Gentiles
granted tei}:entanoe unto life.
‘?eod ts il, 87. When they heard this, they wers
pric

in thelr heart, and said unto Peter, and to
the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall

wedo?
& Joel ii, 18. Rend your heart, and not your
ments, and turn unto {he Lord ymr-(}(;d:y for hge.ix;

racious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great * -

nteth him of the evil,

£ Jer. xxxi, 18 Turn thou me, and I shall bs
turned: for thou art the Lord my God. V. 10. Surely
after that I was turnd, I repented : and after that I
wasg Instructed, I smote upon my thigh: I was agsham.
ed, yea, even confounded, because X did bear the re.
proach of my youth.

k Ps. oxix, 59. I thought on my ways, and turned
my feet unto thy testimonies,

Q. 88. What are the outward means
whereby Christ communicateth to us
the benefits of redemption ?

A. Theoutward and ordinary means where-

by Christ communicateth to us the benefits of
redemption, are his ordinances, especially the
word, sacraments, and prayer; ¢ all which are
made effectual to the elect for salvation,
L Acts i, 41. Then they that gluig received his
word were bngtimd. V. 42, And they continued
steadfastly in the apostles’ dootrine and fellcwship,
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

Q. 89. How is the word made effect-
ual to salvation'?

A, The Spirit of God maketh the reading,
but especially the preaching of the word an
effectual means of convincing and converting
sinners, ™ and of building them up in holiness
and comfort, # through faith unto salvation. ¢
m Pa. xix, 7. The law ot the Lord is ggr!ect, oon-

dness, and re

verting the soul: the ony of the Lordis sure
making wise the simple,



