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THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

AUSTRALIA—MEETING OF SYNOD.

The Record of the Frve Church contains an
abstract of tho proceedings of this Synod.—
Twelve ministors wero present, and geveral ol-
ders. Sabbath desecration engaged the atten-
tion of the Synod, on which subject a committee
was appointed, There was a Jong discussion on
State aid for roligious’ purposes. Thoe former
decision of Synod in favor of the acceptanco of
Stato aid, was affirmed by a majority of seven,
At a subsequent diet, hiowever, 8 committeo was
appointed to consider the whole subject, with the
view, if we rightly understand the account, of
establishing a Central Sustentation Fund, and
thus rendering endowments unnecessary.  Negoe
ciations are atill guing on with the Established
Church for union.

O

IRISH PRESBYTERIAN MISSIONS TO
_ROMAN CATHOLICS.

The following is an extract from the Report
of the General As:embly’s Home Mission, pre-
sented at the Jate meeting of the Aseembly in
Dublin :—

NISSION TO ROMAX CATHOLICS.

The depariment ofthe Liish Preshytery Home
Mission intended specially fur the beaefit of Ro-
man Catholic Ireland occupies five largo ficlds of
labuur :=Birr, Tully, Kerry, Dublin, and Con-
navght. Awwng our Roman Catholic brethren
in these spheres, we have one ambition and ain,
to labour in :he service, and for the glory of our
common Lord, in the tescue of perizhing souls.
Detennined not to know anything among them
but Jesus Christ and Him crucified, our intention,
singly aud invariably, is to save. The meanest
among them we do not despise ; the youngest
among them we do not forget; in the day of
their sore calamity they have had cur counscl
and sympathy, our charity and prayers. Qur
prayers in sccret and public hiave gone up for
thein, asa memorial before God ; aud our hopo |
is, as they pass away from us, on ocean’s fluod, |
or the flood of deatls, that we shall meet them in
lory.

s H{)w long and eamesily did our forcfathers
wait and pray for times of hbetty and peace,
times suituble and encouraging for extending the
conquests of the Captain of Salvation, like those
which wo enjoy. ‘Theday was, whien a Presby-
terzan missionary covld not address Irish Ruman-
ists with a pruspect of success, for Irish fioman-
ists were crushed and robbed ; the time way,
and was long, when Irish Presbyterians them-
selves were denied Jiberty, and cxcluded from
precious rights of citizens and of mea.

But now that our personal and social privileges
are secuicd—now that the open profession of
our faith and cclebration of our worehip are se-
cured by rightenus law, the way is smooth and
easy for the diffusion of our principles and the
manifestation of the blissful influence of our
fanh. Now that the Presbyterian Churches of
Ircland have rest, may they be edificd, and, walk-
ing in the fearof the Lord and comfort of the
Holy Ghost, may they be multiplied. That of
laic years they liave oeen greaily maltiplied, is
beyond doubt, and of the zcal and energy with
which they are applying themseives tothe Lord's
work, we can furnizh illusirations,

One of the most tasteful churches in Ircland
has been erected by the missionary congregation
of Tully, on a picce of ground once infamous for
practices savage and wicked, which by the min.
isters'and members of that congregation have
been thoroughly put dawa. Their sphere of
labout is a district sixtcen miles long by eight
broad, where Romaaists are 10 Protesiants 29

twenty toone, Romamsis attend public worship
at Tully and two eintivns connected with 1,
A thousand Roman Catholic children have, at
different times, atiended their Seriptural sclionls ;
the minister, Scripture-render, eolporteur, and a
zealous member of the Church have access 10
many Roman Catholic houses; and in these
houses there have been sold or given during the
year, 200 copics of the Scriptures, and 1,000
religious publications,

1n connection with our mission in County
Kerey there are five preaclung stations, and seven
daily schools, of 250 scholars, seventy of whom
are Romanists ; and our agents enjoy many ap-
portunities of profitable intercourso with ther
Roman Catholic neighbouss.

Parsonstown, or Burr, asit was called in the
early days of our mission, has long possessed
much interest for many who love Zion ; and
certainly not less now, associated asitis wuh
the sacred wmemorisls of those who long lived
chiefly for iis sake, and tho fruits of whoso
Iabours and prayers flourish thero with the
memory of the just.

‘These fruity aro in the schools whero nearly
1,000 children, about one-half Romanists, have
been made acquainted with saving truth—in the
Sabbaih congregation of nozily 100, one-half of
whom once belonged to the Church of Rome—
in 304 families to which our agents havo ac-
cess, having one or both parents Romanisis—and
most conspicuovsly and triumphanily, in a goadly
number, once blind and bigoted devotees of the
Man of Sin, whose sincerity has been proved by
sore tempiativn and trial, whose faith groweth
exceedingly, and whose abounding chanty aud
patience, show that God is fulfiling in them
all the good pleasure of His guodness, and the
work of faith with power.

COXNAUGHT.
Even i poor Romish Iteland, Connaught
Jong had a sad pre-enunence in datkness, Popery,
and poverty ; and famino and pesulencein 1816
and 1847 scemed to have completed her ruin.—
These proved, however, only datk hours before
the coming day. Those who kaew Connaught
only before 184G, would scarcely know it now,
A changoe has passed over 't so great and good
as to furnish a wondrous illustiation of His
power who brings light out of darkness, and good
from ill. Famino and disease did, i: is true,
cut off not a few of its people, but many of them
were, alag, mere cumberers of the ground ; heir
nutnber, too was small in comparison with tbose
who fled away from the land which Rumanism
had cursed, 10 find & homo amid Protestant
plenty and liberty. All these have been bene.
fitted by tho change; and though for & time they
were a sore plague to the lands of their adoption,
yet, in the end, they will bless and bo blessed,
for a great part of them were young and enter-
prising, with mind full of reminiscences both of
the baseness of their own pricsts, and the gene-
rosity of Protesiants, when adversity crushed
them down while a goodly number of them
carnied away with them far across the sea that
blcssed book which they dared only read in
secret at home, and, better still, the precions sced
of Divine trath sown in their hearts, which will
bear a far mote abundant and a richer harvest
than the virginsoil of the new youag world whose
foresis they cut down.

We have no sech tales of wretchedness 10 tell
as once harrowed every heart, but Connavght is
not on that account less interesting or less wor-
thy of high benevolent regard; ovr missionaries
ministered 10 her wanis in the day of her deep
poverty ; in the day of pestilence they sat by the
bed.side of her dying, and wept with her over
her dead, and as they live 10 tell of her prosperity,
they livo 1o enjoy it too,3nd to command the con-
fidence,approval, snd fame due to men who have
been, and who still are, to a2 whole province, as
tho light ol the morning whea the sun tiseth—
even & morning without clouds; asthe teader

grass springing aut of the earth by clear shining
after rain.  ‘T'he number of these is, wa acknow.
ledge, mall fur a whole pravince, and for reproe-
gonting tho mi«ionary yeal of a whale Chuich
such as the Prestiyterian Church in Ireland, yet
sull twenty misstonary agents, lny and cleniead,
labouring in thiny-four large districts, 18 01 least
a beginning, and wo trust an earnest, hopeful,
and good, of what Preshyterian Christian euter-
prise will do for tho benighted West,  ffaving
daily, industrial, and Sunday-schools connected
with our stations; circulating largely the Holy
Seriptures, 2,000 copies of which the Bible Sucie-
ty last year gave ug, visiting from house to house,
preaching a pure and plam Gospel, and naving in
a less or greater degree access to Roman Catho-
lics by all aur agents ; we cerntamly lack not op-
portunity of duing good in many and varied ways,
and the success which God has in time past
graciously bestowed, we rece:wo as a happy
pledge that Ho will yet give much moro.  That
success is secn in the improved drexs, manners,
cleantiness, order, whole appearance, and char-
acter of the pupilsof oar schunls; in our congre-
gations mncreasing 10 nambers, respectatniny,
liberality, vital religion; in the habus, and
homes, and exemplary character of the living,
the peaco and trivmph oftho dying ; but it lives
and flourishes also where the nussionary say
never see it, away n foreign Jands, amang nen
who have nevor heard the huinble mionary s
namo ; and it will live and flowish itnmorial,
wheze the great Redeemer shall sco of the trae
vail of His soul and be satisfied ; and s fanh-
ful missionary shall be satisfied 100, though, on
some distant skt of the great harvestofieid he
may have lived, aud labourcd, awd died, uanc-
ticed and unknown.

Though we count by hundreds members of
congregations, benefitted by our missionary Ia-
bours, yet what are these, or even the thousands
of our pupils, Romanist and Protestant, in com-
panson with the multitudes who sull kneel before
the 1dolatrous mass—ihe dark dotuded ihrong
who press onaward to 1he devouring grave.  tero,
in tho trackless bog, lives a paor git]l whom the
teaching of the Sahbath-schonl hae united to
Christ ; there, on the lone mountain side, an aged
father is dying, and over hum the mussionary,
who brought him to Jesus, isblessing (iod for this
triomph of s grace ; theso in the wosld's cs-
timation are of little worth, yet they are more
momentous than tho conflicts of arnies, mare
glorious far than the spoils of war. These arc
buildings of Gud, ovor which no ploughshare
shall ever pass; these are foundations on which
no salt shall be ever sown,

Connaught with its young prosaesity is dark
and dreary siill. Rome's religion is there, and
in spite of it alone can Connaught thrive ;
Rome's priest is there, and his infloence withers
like the hot wind of the wilderness ; but even
for Connaught, light and happiness aro yet in
reserve; the growing empire of Emmanuel shall
spread over it; the pollations and all the
abominations of its Anti-christian servico shall
yet be no more. Even there the cross shall
triamph ; and truth, and love, and freedom reign.
May those who labour among her people be
built up and comforted together in God's most
holy faith ; may the Lord increase them with
men as 2 flock, and 2dd 10 them a hundred fold.
May the blessing of the Lord be upon them;
we bless them in the name of the Lord. We
sowed together with them weeping, but we hope
to reap with joy, and by theirside to fill our
bosom, when both shall joy with the juy of hare
vest. and ag men rejoice whea they divido tho
8poil.—Missionery Herald.
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THE AMERICAN RELIGIOUS SOCIE-
TIES AND SLAVERY.

We have reccived —;uodty communications
from Nir. Linton of Stratford, on tho sabject of



