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EDITORIAL.

THEARCHBISHOPOF CANTERBURY.

The death of the Archbishop of Can-
terbury is a great personal loss to the
whole of the English church. By the
width of his sympathies by his good-
ness and impartiality, by his rare tact
and, profound learning, he added to his
exalted office an influence which was
felt and respected threughout the
church. It is no exaggeration to sav
that among the English bishops he
was unique Ia the pcssession of qualj-
tles which 30 to the making of a great
archbishop. And the loss to the An-
glican church throughout the world
scems at the moment irreparable. The
circumstances of his death, so sudden
and so beautiful, illustrate the wide-
ness of his sympathies. The primate
nf England had just made a fi:st visit
10 Ireland, the guests of the archbishop
of Dublin, to sttend the opening of
the newly restored cathedral of Xil-
dare. It was a brotherly and gra-
clous act that has been and wil} be

deeply appreciated.  On hig teturn h -
was staying with his old friend,the vet-
eran statesman by whom he was nom-
inated fourteen years ago for his high
oflice. The Queen’s high estimat] n
of the archbishop was testified by Ler
telegram of sympathy ty Mrs. Bew-
son, in which she speaky In touching
words of *“the dear, kind, excel'ent
archbishop, of whom she was so fond.”
At such a moment 2 is the sense of
personal loss that fills the heart of the
aged Queen, who Is. we rememben,
nearly ten years senlor to the late
archbishop. And may we not say that
the death ftself was o witness t) the
noliness and humility of his life. His
teception of the holy communion at tne
early service, and then the humbie
kneeling with his old friend's son pro-
nounced the absolution which wis the
signal for his departure, “That the
rest of our life, heveafter, may be pure
and holy: so that at the last we may
come to his eternal joy.*

In speaking of the late archbishop's
many great qualities, we think we
may fairly put in the first place his
great learning. He wag emphatically
ir scholarly archbishop, and partien-
larly in studies bearing upon sacred
things, the holy scriptures and the hig-
tory of the church. Next his learning
Was 50 woven into his life that it only
ministered to his practical wisdom and
&reat breadth of view. His original
works are not numerous, yet those who
have read them feel at once the solid-
ity of his knowledge and the exhaust-
Iveness of his reading. There is an
article on “St. Cyprian™ in the dic-
tionary of Christian uvlography wh'ch
Is a masterplece of character writinge,
and an essay on “The place of the
cathedral chapter in the work of g
diocese™ written when he was chan-
cellor of Linco!n. which of itself, is suf-
ficient to Justify the wisdom of jig
clection to a bishopr.c. It simply ex-
hausts the whole history and literature
of the subject from the primitive ages
to the present day. In his later days,
itiled with the arduous work of Truro
and Canterbury, he had no leisure far
Separate writing, but the charges is-
sued from time to time were always
valuable, and the marvellous store of
learning displayed in his judgment in
the trial of Bishop of Lincoln. has,
without exaggeration, laid the church
“Inder a vast obligation. It was said.
fn that case, that Sir Horace Davey,
counsel for the prosecution, knew noth-
ing alout the case, Sir Walter Philli-
more for the Bishop of Iincoln. knew

something about It, Mr. Jeune, his
Junfor, knew more about It, and the
archbishop stimply knew everything,

One would ke to say something of
the perzonal life of the archblshop,
In which doubtless we are to find the
seeret of much of his great power and
Inttuence. Whilst in no way an as-
cetle, he was yet a man of deeply spi-
ritual mind and religious habits. He
was an early viser, leaving his bhed re-
gularly, »ven in the depth of winter, at
half past stx, and spent three quarters
of an hour at his private devotiuns.
It was this leoking in the face of God
day by day that gave him the wonder-
ful sweetness and  influence which
every one felt who came In personal
contact with him. Hig manner in vo-
cial intercourse was always fri-ndiy
and sunny, making all the more fm-
pressive those serlous moments when
be would bring his hearers face to face
with the eternal verities

Yet the greatness of the archbishop
as a churchman is no doubt to be
found in bis statesmanshilp. How wise
A ruler he has proved to the church
will be for those to estimate who come
after us.  The zreat work of his arch-
episcopate has been undoubtedly the
delivery of the  Lineoln Judgment,
which from every point of view, was
9 noble achievement.  What terrible
ruin and wreckgge a1 weak archbishop
at such a time might have brought
upon the church, it is fmpossible to
say. But  Archbishop Benson rose
wmaster of the situation.  His unfold-
Ing of the digticult has been accepted
as decisive, not merely by the whole
church, and by every party Iin the
church. but aise In every particular
by the Queen's Privy Council., which
simply  contented itself with saying
that the archbishop's judgment left
nothing more to say. When we re-
gard the peace of the church to-day.,
its strength, and vital growth, we do
not always realize the debt due to the
wise archbishop who has guidedl and
inspired the chureh's councils and mix-
slonary progress.  And in all this we
do not thipk Archbhishop Benson hay
been the archbishop ot a party, but
the archbishop of the whole church,
He was not a low churchman, certain-
I¥. as *Yi¢ phrage 8oes, nor was he in
ADY party sense a high churchman: he
was rather. in tha word which he him-
self commended, a ‘‘deep churchman®:
a true churchman with sympathies
with all that was good and true, but
loyal to the core to the history and
principles of the church of England,



