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THE OHRISTIAN CONVENTION AT
OAKLAND.

Msny of our readers will be anxious to
hear of tire succese of the convention hield in
Oakland froin October 4thi to lOth inclusive.
The convention hiad beo~n called t hrougli a
clear conviction on our part tFat niatuy would
respond to it, and that the Spirit of God
would specially rest upon and guide it.
Tliere were but few, indeed, on whoin we
could rely to aid in the necessary prepara-
tions, and sonie of us hnd to work very liard.
The Lord, however, gave us several good
helpers just at the right time. Bro. Arnold,
'who is strong in body, willinig in spirit, and
knows exactl1y hiow to to prepare for a camp
or tabernacle meeting, was on hand wvitm
his coat off, wvorking hiniself and directing
his helpers. We wvere kept constantly on
the go witm our horse and buggy for a week,
getting things togethe-r and doing the hun.
dred aud one errsnds which corne up at
sLlch a time. Our strength gave out again
sud, again. but we rested and went ahead.

Saturday evening, October 4th, found
us iu good shape. A good congregation
gathered at 7.30. The Spirit of the Lord
rested upon the first meeting in a very
precious snd glorious manner. The Spirit
brought ahl hearts into union and gave great
freedom in song, prayer, testiinîony, and the
expouuding of the Word. We read tire first
chapter of first Corinthians, wvhich sets forth
Christ as the unifying centre -.round whom
aIl God's children gather ; Ilwho of God is
miade unto us wisdom, righteousness, sancti-
fication and redeniption." IRemarlis were
made by Bros. Arnold, Allen M. Grhànt,
Sedichrist and others.

Sunday morning opened with a most
blessed testimony meeting. At il o'ciock
Bro. George B. Pecl-, of Bcston, preached a
xuost instructive sud inspiring discourse on
IlOur Banner." The afternoon meeting ws
largely attended. At 3 o'clock Bro. Arnold
prsented the Word, much to the edification
of the people. In the eveniug Mrs. Carnie
Judd Montgomery, of Buffalo, N.Y., ad-
dressed the congregation. Sister Montgom-
ery la alwsys simple, tender, direct sud
searching. She niakes her points strongiy,
and carrnes the hearts of the people with
her. We cannot attempt to gi 7e a synopsis
of the 'îarious discourses given. Had they
been reported in full, they would have made
a very entertaining and profitable bock. W
have nevor had a meeting in Oakland where
there was so much of a high spiritual order.
No effort was made at big sermonizing.

Every one seemned desirous to bring out the
truth in the most clear and simple manner,
under the guidance and anointing of the
Spirit. Ail wvho spoke dwelt not orn theories,
but upon truthi which liad been interwoven
wvith the progressive development of their
spiritual life. Most of the leaders had made
great advancement not only in experience,
but in tlheir conceptions of truth, since they
had been associated in a meeting before.

On coming together we fournd that the
Lord had beenl advancîng us ail along the
same lines of truth and experience. Roence,
in the presentation of the Word, thiere 'vas
delightful harmony and a hearty response.
The central ides, towvards wliich ail tha
prebching and teaching pointed, was IlChrst.
nmade unto us wisdonm, righteousness, sancti-
fication and redeniption." Sanctification
was not presented as a state which inhered
in the person, snd became th<, objeet of
boasting and dependence, 'but aî a living
per-sonality, dwelling in us, sud diffusing
Ri-s own purity, life and 1oý,e through us,
It was shown that Christ wvas our h1oliness;
that self, even wvhen cleansed snd sanctified,
must be, constantlý ignored and sacrificed;
and that Christ alone was to, be trusted a.nd
gloried in. The natural man, after sancti-
fication, nmust be continuially surrendered up
to the teaching, lesding and demnands of the
Spirit. It -% as shown by the general tenor
of the expositions of Seripture, especially
those given by the editor of the -Evangel:8st,
Bro. T. J. Arnold and J. H. Allen, that,
wvhile the sinful taint or bias called inherited
sin, which kept one from making a complete
sacrifice of himself to God, wvas in8tsntly
deitroyed by the sll-clesnsing Spirit when
faith claimed it, the work of holiness con-
s3isted of assimilating Christ more and. more
as $.he natural life, or, as St. Paul sonietîmes
calîs it, the Ilflesh," is y ield-id up more snd
more to God. Iii other words. the naturai
life must give place to the life of Christ,
throtigh the Spirit. The living and glorified
Christ, the God-man, must dispiace the lifé
of self, or the natural or fleshly life, ,o that
Hie should live out Ris own life of love and
tenderness and submission snd faith in us.
Christ Ilis madle unto us sanctification." We
are not to glory in our sanctification, but in
Christ. We are not to think of our sancti-
fication, but of Christ, our sanctifier. We
are not to trust in our sanctification, but ini
Christ, -%ho liveth in us.

I> will be seen that there is no going back
on the doctrine and work of sanctification,
but a setting it forth in a truer light. There
was mauch in the old dogmatic way of teacli-
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