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they believed God, and had faith in his Word, that whoever wiil
repent, and love Clrist, shall be saved ; and whoever will not, shall
be lost forever. It is the faith which led them to endure such suffer-
ings, that leads good men now to go to the heathen, and preach to
thew, and die among them. It is faith in God that leads good men
to preach, to have Bible Socicties, and to make great efforts, and take
great pains, to have all men every where know, and belicve, and ebey
the Bible. :

3. Faith comforts us, and holds us up, in the time of trouble.

There are many times when we ean have no help from any human
friend. None but God can aid us. It was so with Noah, when the
ark floated upon the great waters, and nobody but God could roll off
these waters, and make the dry land appear. It was so with Daniel,
when thrown among the fierce lions, and nobody could shut their
mouths but God. It is so with every dying christian, whether he dics
at home among his friends, or away from home among strangers, or
alone where no one is with him. See what faith can do for a echild,
and in the most awful sitwation :—

* By a sudden burst of water into one of the Newcastle colleries,
thirty-five men and forty-one lads were driven into a distant part of
the pit, from which there was no possibility of return, until the water
should be drawn off. While this was effecting, though all possible
means were used. the whole number died, from starvation or suffocation.
‘When the bodies wwere drawn up from the pit, seven of the youth were
discovered in a cavern separate from the rest. Among these was ene,
of peculiarly moral and religious habits, whose daily reading the
Sacred Seriptures to his widowed mother, when he came up from his
labours, had formed the sclace of her lonely condition. After his
funeral, a sympathizing friend of the neglected poor went to visit her;
and while the mother showed, as a relie of her son, his Bible, worn
and soiled with constant perusal, he happened to cast his eyes on a
candle-box, with which, as a miner, he had been furnished, and which
had been brought up from the pit with him ; and there be diseovered
the following affecting record of the filial affection and steadfast piety
of the youth. In the darkness of the suffocating pit, with a bit of
pointed iron, hie engraved on the box his last message to his mother,
in these words :—

“¢ Fret not, my Dear Mother,—for e were singing and praising
God wwhile we had time. Mother, follow God more than I did.
Josepl, be @ good lad to God and mother.”

This was faith; and oh, what comfort did it give this poor boy in
the hour of dying! and what comfort to the poor widow, as she wept
over her dear son! May your dear children all have such a faith!

Amen.
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THE JORDAN DEBATE.

Tris debate, exciting so mueh inquiry, and calling together so great
an assembly, is now no longer in prospect, but is to be numbered ameng




