2

yomo m——n

THE CARISTIAN BANNER. 43

they do not believe. Qo far as regards his influence over thos2 minds
whase relizious emations are strong, bhat whose relipions prineijles are
weak, every limitation of hismind is an inerease of his furee.

This theological narrowness is unacconpanicd with theologieal rancor,
A rough but genuine benevoler we is at the heait of Mr. Spurgeon’s
gystem.  ITe wishes his opponents to be cunverted, not condemned. e
very properly feels, that, with hisiduas of the Pivine Government, be
would be the basests of eviminals, if he spared himself, or spared either
entreaty or denunciation, in the great work of saving souls.  ile throws
himself with such passionate carncstnesss into his busi oss, that his
sermons boil over with the excitement of his feclings.  indeed, it is
difficult tu say whether our impressions of him, derived from the written
page, com: to usmore from the eye than the ear.  Ilis very style foams,
rages, prays. entreats, adjures, weeps, screams, warns and execrates.
His words are words that everybody understand.s,—bo'd, blunt, homely,
quaint, levei to his nature, all alive with passion, and dirccted with the
single purbose of carrying the fortresses of sin by assault.  The reader
who contrives to preserve his calmnessamid this storin of words cannot
but be vexed that rhetorie so cfficicnt should frequentiy be combined
with notious so narrow, with bigotry so besotted, with religivus prinei-
ples so materialized 5 that the man who is loudly proclzimed as the
greatest living orator of the pulpit should have so little of that Chris-
tian spirit which refines when it influnes, whick exalts, cnlarges, and
purifies the natures it moves. Tor Mr. Spurgeon is, after all, little
more thau a theological stump-orator, a Protustant Dominican, casy of
comprehension because he leaves out the higher clements of his themes,
and not hesitating to vulgarize Christianity, if he may therely extend
it among the vulgar. It has been attempted to justify him by the
examples of Luther and Bunyan, to neither of whom does he bear more
than the most superficial resemblance. e i3, to be sure, as natural as
Luther, but then his nature happens to bea puny nature as compared
with thut of the great Reformer ; and, not to insizt on specifie differen-
ces, it is certain that Luther, if alive, would have the same objection
to Mr. Spurgeon’s bringing down the doctrines of Christianity to the
supposed mental condition of his hearers, as he had to the Romanists of
his day, who corrupted religion in order that the public “might be
more generally accommodated.” Bunyan’s phrascelogy is homely, but
Bunyan's celestializing imagination kept his “fawiliar grasp of things
divine” from being an irreverent pawing of things divine. Mr. Spur-




