
6 On~ the Fur-bearing Animais

I cannot here omit mentioning the aid wlîich 1 have received,
in the scientifle parts of the Treatise fromn thc splendid, conîplete,
and accurate work of Prof. Baird on North American Mammals.
Thie general characteristics of Fiauilies are quoted verbation from
bis work.

LYNX, Rafinesgite.

Gen. ch. Molars --1 the small anterior premolar of Felis wanting.
Tail considerably ]ess tlîan hialf the body, exclusive of the head
and neck, generally not much longer than the head, and abruptly
truncate at tip. Baird.

LYNX CANADENMSIS, Raf.
Sp. ch. Size betweeil that of a Fox and Wolf. Tail thickly

furrcd, shorter tlian the head, and tipped with black. Paws
densely covered with liait-, and arrned witli strongl claws. Colc7
in winter, a silver grey on the back, paling towards the belly,
which is sometirnes white; a rufus undershade mixes with tints.
Tie eai*s are pointed, not lar±ge, and tipped with a pencil of long
1Mack liairs. \Vhiskers grenerally white. Length. froni the tip
of the nose to the tip of the tail about 3 feet. Average weight
about 25 lbs.

This species is the largrest of tlic North American Lynxes, and.
is thie only one founI in the Mackenzie River District. It is called
by the 1'winterers " indifferently cither Lynx Cat, Loup Cervier,
or Pichien. In appearance it is rather formidable; its teeth are
long and sharp, while its powerftil claws and immense spring ren-
der it a dangrerous opponent to any animal that it enconnters. lu
its habits it is 1)redatory. llares and inice it devours with avidity;
birds it pursutes to the tops of the loftiest trees, and it even lis
fish in their own element; while it bas no objection to carrion,
and, when pressed by hunger will even eat its own kind. Tales
of the ferocity of thiis animial have been told by the early writers-
of its attacking and masteringI deer-but they are without founda-
tion. It is a solitary beast, and I shonld consider its unaided
streng th perf,!ctly inconmpetent for such a purpose.

In its ,lotions, thougrh very active, the Lynx is rather an unz.
gainly atinial. lIs favourite pace is a succession of long Ieaps
inucli in the nianner of the American Hare (Lepu .AeIau
whiich it also slizlitIy resembles in shape. It is stupid, and easily
caughit. A suddeu and loud cry from the hunter pursuiug it is


