
Tliings to be observed in Gainada.5

oecurrin, boe. The subject is a (ifficuit one, but many of thèése
creatures are exceedingly curious iii structure aud habits; and
collections of facts and specimeus xnight ha made, by any one
havinlg timec te devote te sach. puNruits.

Among the vert.ebrated animais, though there is Uifle grouid,
se completely untravcrsed as in sonie of the lower formns of Iifte,
niueh nùy still ha donc. lu one departinent the late Prof. McCul-

lochi and Prof. Hll long since set a good exaxnple, inlu bin

biids and other vertebrates, and prn.paring lists eof those frequentiug
or rarely visiting this locality. The geographical distribution of
the highier animiais as illustrated by sueh collections and lists, is
in itself a very important subjeet.

iie fishes of ou' rivers afford a fertile subject of inquiiy.
Many eof thie sinaller species are probably undescribed, aud there
are some ef peculiar interest which deserve study in their habits
and modes ef life. 1 refer espeially te tbe Lepidosteus* and the
.Amia,t those aneient forins of ganoid fishies wvhich reinind us se
strongly of the antique speeies found fessil iii the iakeozoie rocks,
and a minute acquaintance wvith wvhose habits mighit throw ruost
îuteresting liglit on the condition of the %vorld in those bygone
periods. Inforiation on their spawningl grounds, their hauints at
different stages of growth, their food, thieir winter and sumimer
rlesorts, their migrations, their peculiar instincts, if car-efuilly col-
Iected, woulid be of inestimable value. Living specirnens, whieh
mighit be kept iii vivaria and exainted at leisure, would aise be
of great interest, sud mighlt ba proeuired by mnuy persens -vlio
bave not themnselves time or inclination for suich studies. Agassiz,
who lias iready se abiy illustrated the ,truettires sud affinities of
these animiaIs, lias iuvited collecters te contribute slpccimeus fer
bis great work uow in pregress; sud auy facts rei-ating te the
h]abits of thiese inhabitants of our waters, wili bc gladly receivad
for this journal. I sheuid add here, tbat Mr. Fowvler, one of our
members, bas prepared a number of accura'e and beautiful draw-
iugs of Canadian fishes, aud can thuis perpeiuate for us the fleetiug
tints of our specimens.

Even tlie smailer quadruipeds of Canada are by ne means well
asvertaiued. The mice, tlhe shreavs, the bats, are very ixnperfectly
kuewn. There niay ba unkuIvuow speci--s. There certainly are
zuany uukuewn facts in distribution sud habits. Mr. Biliigs lias

Bony Pike, Gar Fish, Poisson armée.
jMarîli fish, Mud fish, Poisson de marais, Poisson Ca&tor.


