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And the angel said’ unto them, Fear. not

'for ‘behold, I bring you good tidxngs of great. )
joy, ,wh1ch shall be to a.ll people --Luke 2 H
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M Luke A 26-33 —The Announcement to
c Mary : -
T Luke 1t 46-55. —Mary’s. Son -
Mrc § - 1-7~The" Birth in~ Bethlehem
Foretold.
Th “Matt. 1:
L vmur
F. Luke 2: 1-20~The Blrth of Jesus,
S: Luke 2: 21-38—The Infant Jesus in the
Temple.. ..
1-12 —The V1s1t of: the W1se

Men
Txme.-—-B C 4 February . Place.——Beth-
lehem." . o '
-HINTS AND HDLPS IN. &,TUDY.

Prophecy had ‘déclared that the Messiah
should be born in Bethlehem * Wednes-’
day’s Reading. Mary, who the angel Gas-
- briel.had: said should be the mother of the
Savrou.r, ‘was living at Nazareth A decree ..
“of the’ Roma.n emperor obliged . hér. to ‘80 .
* with' “Josephi; “her " betrothed" Hushand, 10
- Bethlehem tosbe -enrolled. - There Jesus was’

}born, .and.r thus the:: arbitrary. decree.;:.0f & .
heathe'
of prophecy: R
cargvanserai, or’ “fin;’ compelled Joseph .and
“Mary to lodge in: the stable.. ' An angel: an-
-nounded the birth.of the holy child, to: shep-’

18-25 —.Tesus to be the Sa-

“_( herds near Bethlehem, 'snd a chorus of an-.

[ Ling:

1

" 'salem,’

gels sang praises to ‘God.. - Friday's Read- "
The shepherds- ha.stened to_search for
! the child .and: found-him lying in .2’ manger:.
“just.as..the angel. gaid they..should. . The:
baby. was circumecised on the eighth day, and’:
-named Jesus—Saviour.’ . .On the fortieth
* day he was: presented:in the temple at Jeru--
Saturday’s . Reading. .The holy
' family then returned to. Bethlehem, where .
‘ they lodged, though prpbably not in the
.stable but.in some dwellmg house, Here

“occurred the visit of the wise men.

"QUESTIONS.

Who was the mother of Jesus? ‘Where
" was Jesus born? - How came Mary to be
.at Bethlehem ? ‘Who came.to Jerusalem.to
- visit the infant-: Jesus ?
ask 7 . How did ‘Herod feel when he heard.
their questlon 2 ‘What did Herod do?
" What did he ask.? What answer was given
“him™? - * ' Whither dld he send the wise men?
- With What directions ? What did the wise
-men: do- when. they found Jesug'? * ‘What
E'arning did they recelve 7

G ? .
WI—IAT THE LDSSON TEACHDS

1; In  many ways God would lead us to

Jesus. -
2. The commg of Christ troubles wlcked

me
3. We should be glad to ﬁnd the way to

_Christ. .
R X We should of[er our heart’s best gxi.'ts

to Jesus.

G.-Plots against God’s a.noxnted must al

" ways -fail.

. THE LESSON. STORY.

VAL strange thing happened one” dny a long
time ‘ago - in the. city “of Jerusalem,
‘“wige ‘men .came” ihere looking . foF o baby-
I King' of the “Jews, ~ There. was: already a.
. king :named Herod; “who ruled-ovei. the: peo-.
" ple, and ‘he was a very wicked .man., You-

that ‘men: Irom far away were ‘lcoking for: &
'I‘hese wise men said that they -

_ new kmg

" child" lay.

" within "

brought about, the. fulﬁlment’ -
The crowded condition of. the ’

What did they

What did they "~ God bless thee I’

- gtalwart, broed-shouldered miner !
well past forty ; his hair becoming 'gray, a‘“d,

~-Some "

‘can believe ‘thatit" troubled_ him’ to-_hear .

Y thatthe prophet had. toretold that he; would
Then Herod told,‘

be born'm Bethlehem -

- could*worship "him t00. -
he could: go and-kill hrm. L

. When the wise men started to:go to,Beth— g
Jehem - the . star ‘weilit “ahead  of: them ‘and’y of the Miners’ ‘Arms were crowded with.men?

stopped “over ' the stable - where "thé- young
“ The wite men. gave him- ‘pres-..
ents of gold, and: frankincense,: and | ‘myrrh;
.and worshipped him.: - But’ God told them .

“'in a dréam not-to go back-. and -tell Herod,
" and so they went home by another. way, and

Herod was. dlsa.ppomted in his ev11 plans
\ .
' ILLUS’I‘RATION 3

Jesus enemles Herod “was’ troubled,
V 3, the . chief pmests and .-scribes . were. in-
dlfterent Vs. 4-6. They were -both against
. him, Matt, 12 : 30 - A man walked seven.
hundred miles. to see Nraga.ra. Coming’
seven. miles -of . the falls he'*
.heard . what he thought might be the' roar.
-of the torrent, and. asked a man walkmg by.:
the roadside. 1£ it was s0.. The man. said,
_‘Maybe, I don’t know,’ I’ve never ‘been there.’

- Within seven miles of the great sc¢énery, and -
had never gone to.look at it'!. These priests:

: and secribes lived . close to. the infant -but

never went to see. "Him. Out of the Blble
they told ‘the fraveller the way to Je esus, but

" not one step did they take themselves. One
may be ‘near to Christ in point of prrvﬂege,

but a long way_ off in point of plety
Jesus’ worsly_ppers .. They were- ‘Wlse

Vs 2, 11. - The greatest” and” wisest - have
ownedv'tlieir allegiance to him, through all
the centuries.- Jonathan Xdwards, the-
learned metaphysician, was a’ Christian ;
Herschel, the great astronomer ;’ Ben;amm
Franklin, the. wise philosopher:; John Mil-
. ton, the wonderful poet; Wilham -Black-
tone, the great law commentator, ‘General
Gordon, the brava:warrior-;:-David. Living-
-stone, - the self-denying. explorer, Earl of,

.« Shaftesbury,. the mighty statesman; were. a.ll

- worshippers of Jesus.. If‘you would ‘tollow™
the example of the wisest and-best men- you
must be. aniong. the, worshlppers\,of- Jesus. -
‘Satisfied.. ‘Where the .star stood’ they
rested, with ‘exceeding great joy.' Vs. 9,10,

A little girl patiently’ listéned 'to* her mother .
“as she told her the first’ chapters of the story:
-of Ben-Hur ; -how the wise men in the arab -

-desert: saw. the .bright star in the sky and
followed it,.

“which was "to bring them to the Light of the -
‘world. "When finally; after, much descrip-

tion, the story -teller brought: the wise. men
to. the manger, where with -cthe star they-
stopped,‘ the little girl drew. & long breatn’

and.said, ‘Oh'! I'm so glad we've core to -
Jesus.’ N sight of the Saviour -brings ful-
ness of Joy -Jno. 15: 11; joy unspeakable
and full of glory 1 Pet
Practical Commentary

True Love Sacrnflces Self

I. i ,' ; R
‘No, no 1 wur a fool- to hope or thmk sic
a thing:
‘est; a younger man, a betther man nor me.:
It be ‘Will Benson. -
“know it. . Well, forgi’ m
Good-bye, Jeseie, and God bless thee, ‘lass ;

Thus spoke - Steven - Armstrong,
turned away from. the cottage where ‘Jessie
" 'MacDavitt lived ; that cottage with the gay .-
flowers round 1ts -porch that made the one

bright patch of brightness in ‘this dismal )
. dust-begrimed country ‘side, blackened every--.

where by coal, saddened by the lives of men
whom' destiny ‘had cast to delve and burrow
beneath the fair earth that other men mlght
grow ‘rich.

‘But, -somehow,. to-day ‘Steve Armstrong
could see no brightness in anything. .
had been a fool, and no mistake, this great'

sparse on. top—qulte old .to_her, .
. He~bad’ been.a -bachelor all these. years. -
.He might bave known.it was gheer madness

now -to ‘lavish all”the wealth of - his' great”

manly. heart on pretty, winsome Jessie: She
did ‘not-want.an old fogey like Him, -

At first ‘she.seemed to hear his-tale thh
gentle tenderness and pity

‘,hade»revealed the~ ‘truth.:

How' they travelled, watching .
eagerly” the wonderful light" of the heavens-

18— Arnold' s,

. 1y wait their turn, and that turn may mea.u,_,
. life ‘or death.

- There be ‘anither man tha’ 1ov- -
‘Dunnot answer, la.ss, I»_-'
me. what 3’ said. -

as he‘

He-

Hewas -

Then .a word

or: two, i she dropped

o

And soﬂ havi
own mind;

It Was Saturday mght

a.lmost ‘unconsciously - -
Of course, WL TLe

Bar and parlor -

Here “the " hard-earned money flew merrily ;" -

-money which should bave gone to wifeand . .

‘weans' at’ home—money.  which - might- have
‘been as a tower of strength in fighting tho

--battles that labor and poverty always ha.ve, i

‘to fight, .- .

“Will Benson was there, in the mulst of a :
. noisy throng, reelung of beer, .- spirits;  and
.rank tobacco. ~“He had bad a great deal too-
.much' to drink-already. Suddenly some one:
‘laid a hand dpon his arm.
sily, and ‘encountered the serious,. steadfdst
‘gaze of Steven Armstrong, who was not
drunk;and had only Just entered -the public
house

‘Dunnot . tak ony. moor,’ .the lntter WhlS-
pered gently, but firmly: -
mteriere,

‘Who' “told’ ‘thée to Malster
Prea.cher P
‘No-one. - I ask thee not to for t’ sake o

-t girl-who loves thee. - .
‘P’ld she tell thee to eoom prym’ afther
e | B .
“Tha ‘knows betther no that I ask thee
for her sake and for tha own good.” -..:
“Bah! T've.heard. yond’ stufr. fro’ o blue
- ribbon fowk afore now.’
A" be none o' thein.
spend all t’ neet here.
o' be tha wife..
gcod. . They’'ll mak’ thee spend tha brass, N
:hld when Jtis a.ll °one they 11 only laugh at*"
ee. - ’
‘Shew me t’ mon as ’ll laugh at me. :-Ye
daren’t. =-It's tha-thyself as are doin’ . it..
Come outside, then, and we'll .see whos t’
-best mon.’-
‘1 winna ﬁght wi’ thee—-and certamly not -
Armstrong answered: slowly and with

‘1 ask thee not t”
"Think o her who'st

‘now,’
: dignity. It was:not the Tretraction .of. a»
-coward.. His, well-meant remonstrances had ;;

proved ‘worsge. than . useless, and from th.a.
“time those two men. felt eaeh othe1 to _,
1ivo.ls . S

.

-n:.,

I—Iorror and oonsternatlon are spreadmg far
and wide - through .the grimy Lancashire
town. A ‘terrible explosmn has just been
“heard, " 'They know: only'too well what that
means, and the‘poor women,; both youngiand.
old, -are rushing wild amd terror-strlcken ‘to
the pit's; mouth. .

.Dowi in_the Workings “the excltement ls
at'its height. . 'Mén are Tunning to the’ bot-+
tom of the sha.ft—runmn.g for their lives,:
for the noxious after-damp.is choking them, ’
and they know only too well ‘that many. of
"them are destinéd. never to see the light of "
day again. /The cage *is ‘going up and down'
again 'as quickly as may~ ‘be, but it will only =
hold. a limited number..: They must patient-.;

'There be room fof ong’ moor the mh}e
: ‘Come along, Steve Armstrong 3 .it'
pe’'tha turn’ R s

But he- does not move

‘No,” he. answers ;. I be old a alon
Here's a young fellow" a.s a gotten a- mither'-
let un go instead this time.’ - oH

.1t was Will"Benson -who stood by his side.,-'

. “You, Armstrong'! You mak’ room tor
e !’ bhe exclaimed.

“What dost suppose a’d do ?
—when a’ want to fight. =~
‘Yo do this® ‘for ma-sake.’? .

" ‘Not for thine, mon; for hers!

A ﬁght fair

for more—but they had a: ‘rough, heroic dig-
nity about them. . Benson stepped into the
cage without another word ; the signal was
guen, and they went up toward the hght

- and-air above. _
From those about the pit’s mouth a ring-,

ing cheer arose‘as the cage: redched the sur- -

- fuce ~They Knew that so many, . at least, of -

_their mates were safe, and sonme of. the wo-,, :
“men went:away with hearts fuil- ot joy and .
‘thankfulness. : The: word'went q\nckly around i
‘that Steve - Armstrong had sent up Will Ben=*
. son instead. of himself.
 Davitt .was - there.

: When she heard the
whisper she understood.

He turned tip-

These. chaps. do _thee. no:..

Go 1Y
The words. were few—-there was no time . -

Pretty Jessie Mac- .

A woma.n s in- -

»




