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The Kiyk of Scotiland Not Ioly.

[The following Exiracts are taken from
the Ruv. Niclolus G'luert’s enquiry,
whether ¢ the Works of the True Church
be applicable to Presbyterian Chnrch-
es?)

Presbyterian, 1 olways understood
what our first reformers weis men of an
srrepronchable life, full of the Spirit of
God, who had nothing in view but his
glory, and the salvation of souls.

Catholic. It is with theso fond, but
decoitful notions, we have been amused
from our infancy. But if you would laok
into the history of those times, you would
soon be forced to acknowledge, that our
first reformers wero the most profligate
characters inthe world, men of whom any
congregation or parish at present would
be sshamed, and whom they would even
banish from their society. But you wiil
judge of it yourself from the following
factsi—1. They began their wotkef the
reformation by an uct of revenge. and of
the most shocking Larharity, viz, the wur-
der of Beaton, nrchbishop ef St. An-
drews. 1 do not meun to ¢¥cuse the exs
cessive severities he had previously cxer-
cised ugainst some of their friends. But
if every Christian ought to forgive an
onemy, and stific in his heart the motions
of anger, much more should those reform-
ers have dane it, who pretended to be un-
der the immediate impulse of the Spirit
of God, und 10 have been set up by bhim
to reform his church. When, therefore,
we sce them transported with rage, break
into the room of 1hat old wan, and, with
savage fery, mmbrue their bands in his
blood, what can we infer from such ami-
christian and barbarous conduct, but that
they were rather under the ioflucuce of
that hellish fiend, who rzas a murderer
from the beginning.  John viii. 43, Yet
this is not all. 2. After the perpetra-
tion of this horrid deed, they exposed the
mangled body of the Archbishop over the
walls of the castle, wherein his palace
stood, as a signal of their revolt; and
being now joined by Knox himself. and
several others of their party, and supplicd
from England with every ihing that was
necessary, they for many mounths stood in
open rebellion against the regent of the
kingdom, who in vaia exhorted tiem to
submir.
3. Whilst they were yet in the castle,
and the conditions on which they were: to
obiain their pardon wero already agreed
upen, Buchanan, a presbyterian writer,
aond himself a most zealous promoter of
the reformation, informs us, that * they
made a yery bad use of this respite, which
this temporary accommadation procured
thea ; and that, notwithstanding the ad-
monitions of Knaox, ey spent their time
in whoredom and adultery, and all the
vices of idleness.”® Yt this edifving
assembly may be igoked wupon as ihe first
presbyterian congregation or parish in
Scotland, being a hundred and forty in
aumber, with Jahn Kno:x himself ut their
head. 4. But what were the terms of
thieir accommodation with the regemt ?
It was agreed, *‘thut the governmen:

Hear now liow they went on.;
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should procure unto them & sufficient ab-
solution from the Pope, and that thoms
selves should give pledgos for stirrenders
ing tho castle, h:ow soon tho absolution
was brought from Rowe, and delivered
unto them.”t A manifest instance of their
hypocrisy ! For, as Mr, Guthric observes,
* We canuot imnyine that a garrison, ia
witich John Knox wasan active leader,
would have se:ivusly accepted of an ab-
solutivn from’ the Pope.” 5. At last,
afier a long siege, during which we are
told that the plaguo broke out among them
as a punishment of their infamous excess
ses, being forced to surrender, they were
all bavished from the coumry. But they
soon returned, and then continued to core
sespond with the enemy, to inflame the
minds of the poople against the govern-
went, ond to raise insurrections. And
after Mary, Queen of Scots, had returned
from France, because she would not en-
brace the upstart religion, though she gave
full liberty of conscience to her subjects,
Knox and his feliow-Reformers preached
up rebellion against her, though their law-
ful sovercign, loaded her with mvectives
and rc[}roaches, both in their writings and
fromv (}J§ pulpit ; invented and circulated
against her the blackest calumnies, and at
last compelled her 1o flee into a neigh-
housing kingdom 3 where, instead of pro~
tection and comfort, she met with.an ag-
gravation of sorrows, and a cruel death,
Such was shortly the true spirit and tem-
per of our first Reformers, drawn, not
from the accusations of their enemics, but
from undeniable facts. Aunad now, do you
think, ghatmurderers, fornicators, adulter-
ers, conspiratos, and hy pocrites, wrre
likely to be the men whom Almighty God
would choose to 1eform his church ? Do
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
thistles?  Mat. vii. 10. ,

L. I tho character you give here of
John Knoy, our chief Reformer, and the
principal architect of our kirk, be true, it
is difficolt 10 imagina he has any thing but
a seditious and twbulent spirit, and not
such an instrument as the Almighty makes
use of, in the ordinary ways of his Provis
dence, for promoting his glory, and the
salvation of mankind.

C. liisthe character given him by all;
historians. Those of his party, no doubt,
ypraise him for his piety, integiity, and ins
idefatigable zeal. But you know these
fioe qualificauons are of an equivocal nas;
ture.
pearaaces of zeal, picty, and disinterested-
ness, and yet weto no better *han whilen-
ed sepulchres.  Itis from his actions, and
the whole tenor of his life, Lis character
must be drawn, ¢ The glory i God,
says Dr. Stwan, stimulated this Reformer
to cruel devastations and outrages. Clhs
rity, moderation, the love of peaze, pa-
ticace, and humanity, were notin the

The Pharisecs also had all the aps{;
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upon the mwst frivolous protences, he was
strenvous %o break that chain of cordiali-
ty which ought {o bind together the prince
and the people. He inveighed against
her government, and insulted her person
with virulence and indecency. It flatter-
ed his pride to violato the dutiey of the
subject, and to scatter sedition. His ad~
vices were presaed with heat, his admon-
itions wero pronounced with anger. ; and
whother his thema was a topic of polity
or¢ of fuith, hisknowledyge appeare? to be
oqually infallible. He wished to be con-
sidered as the organ of the divine will,
Contradjction inflamed him with hostility,
and his resentments took a deep and last
ing foundation. The pride of success. the
spirit of adulation, the awe with which he
struck the gaping and ignorant maltitude,

inspired linv vith 8 superlative conceps
tion of his own merits. He mistook, for

a prophetic impulse, the: jllusions of a heat-
ed fancy ; and with an intemperate und

giddy vanity, he ventured at times to pe-
netrato into the future, and to reveal the

mysterios of providence,”®  So far Dr.
Stuart, If this be not the complete cha~
racter of the ot egregious impostor, I
am ata loss where to find it

P. Was not George Buchanan a man
of great parts and irreproachable life; in
short, one who reflected great honour
upon our Refornation ?

€. The superiority of his literary tal-
ents cannot be questioned. But, says Dr,
Steart, * while his genivs and ability a«
dorned the times in which he lived, and
must draw to hisn the adwmiration of the
most distant post erity 3 it is not to be fors
gotten that his politicul conduct was diss
graceful 10 the greatest degree, and must
excite its regretgfilind provoke its indigna-
tion, His zea{@illr the Earl of Murray
overturned dltoghther his allegiance as a
subject, and his irtegrizy asa man. Iis
activity against Mary in the conferences
in England was a strain of the most shame-
less corruption; and the virslence with
which he endeavoured 1o defame her by
his writings was most fmdacious and cri
inal.  They invoivk the comp"
charge of ngrmiwdeg, rebellion
jury.t ¢ Mary “had inv’
Scotland with a viaw i
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aad till James s
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number of his.virtues, Papists, as well
as pupery, wero the oljects of his detesta-
tion 5 and though he had sisen to emiss
nence by exclaiming agairst the persecu-!

tion of priests, he was himself a pcrse—i
cutor. Hissuspicions that the Qucen was

determined to se-estaklish the popish ch
ligion, wete réoted and unifurm; aud;
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throughout wmalice, persecoted her
and detest ¢ ; and by his forgeries
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other in defaming her char.
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)his work ; and it remains an illustrious
monument of the wickedaess of fuction,
and the prestitution of wit!™ « It was
by his aid that those letters were framed,
which the regent (Murray) and his cabal
were to impute to Mary,and by the opera-
tion of which they thought finally to ace
complish her ruin ;"1 as in them they re-
presented her to the public as an infamnous
adultress, and the murderer of her huss
dan. For e was *“an original genius in
lying.” according to tho character given
hint by Whitaker, in his Vindication of
Mary. ¢ He felt his mind impregnated
with & peculiar portion of that spirit of
falsehood, which is so largely possessed
by the great father of lies, and which he
so liherally communicates to some of his
chosen children. And he exerted this
spirit,” both in his detection of Mary’s
doings, snd in the letlers just alluded 10,
“ with the grand view, which he uniform-
ly pursued in both, that of abusing Mary,
his patroness and benefactress 5 of brand-
1 ing her forehead with the hottest iron of
'iufumy which hLis understanding could
tprovide, and of breaking down all the
fences and guards of truth, in the cager-
ness of his knavery against her.  But
Mary herself has told us a circumstance
concerning him, that serves sufficiently
to account for his flagitious conduct. Bu~
chanan, she said, is known fo be a lewd
man, and an Atheist. Ho was one of
“those wretched men, therefore, who suffer
their passions 10 beguile their understand-
ings; who plunge into scepticisin to escape
from sensibility ; who destroy the tone of
, their minds, while they are blumiing *
force of their feelings; and atlast I
devoid equally of principle aud
ready for any fabrication
and capable of any ope-
_Thus far Mr. Whir
. P Whatki
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princiv’
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1 ¥el 10 siruggle against (e combined
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C. Like an.\', Buchanan, and indeed
all the restof our Relormers,

C he was an
apostate from the chureh of

Rome. He
y undcrI;hc name of
ndrews. Bot o whe
;' the Reformation broke out inalf j1s u{’lti?
uess and strength, he put on,” says Whits
aker, **the sunctified air of a Reformer 5
,he wrapped himself up in a long cloals
e of puritanism, he avached all (he popular
leaders among the (reformed) clergy 10
him, and he- prepared 1o make them his
useful steps to the tone.™l!  For he had
formed the ambitious and crimina) pro-
Ject of dethroning Mary; who wac his
sister, being himself a Lastard 1o James
V- «Ho had the address 10 make the
most cunning and“mbst- ambitious of g
cotemporaries to -be subserviens 1o );
cunning ; to make them commit 1he enf
ormities \homsulves, which were neces-
sary to his purposes; and even to di
their hands in mufder, that-he might (-n[3
Jay the sovereigniy, But he displayed
an address still.greater than this. Though
he had ndtone principle of religion with
in him, though he hud not-one grain of
lnofrour tn his soul, and though he was
guilty of thosa--more nonsirons crimos
against which God has'péculiz-rl_\' denounc-
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