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.BIELI BiOGilPIIy 3ut supposing tlait te tone of the mindà rondaied fully prepared ta bow on whiclh tley are supposed lo spend ali
[Continued firom page 51.] Apostiles' intaect vas not so Iowv as tiis : don n witlnut a donbt tl his declaratitons. this acuto reasoning and so suddcnly too,

As il is nlot our province to reconcile supposing that thoy could detect the re- Ho feedafiee thousand men with ive loaves vas able ta pass through closed doots,
the colllictiig opinions of these divines, pugnance of a certain conceivablo propù. naid two lishes ; and four thousand with and aven penetrato througi tie stone
as to the tact, whiether hile supposed iii- sio n ta an unchangeablo law of nature, seven loaves. According ta tlic history, vault of the sepulchte, to tia utter discom.
possibili y or absuirdity v mvolved lin our

dmi ga, maY or iiay nu be taken as an wo have only ta examine whether they it does nt appear lia the multiplication finro of their previous reasoning on ti
eleument of intrreinnon, we procecd would, on the instant, form a decisinns tu o the laves took plac by any addition laws ai latire, or fihe boasted argument
uilh tIhe case ais laid dowi by th . 1iop thiat ciict oni the literai import Of their ta their iinmber, cither throttgh tihe cra- of to-day resting on wint is called the

of Lrcolb, aund which vvery dlay coimles mirsaster's vords. Ilencu va mnust, if pos- lion oi new matter, or by being miracu, incomi,:netrability of mîatter i
beaor ls in sumebiaps or isaoer. sible, dl>cover whîsat estisate thuy formed lous;y brougih fron some other place ; rhe trane or iind thus formed by vhat

,t wll be tou ln a hasIle rs the airgu. o is poer, ns exhibited im his works but by netuaily causing thesaine substance, they iad sen, vis nut weakend by what
ment to tige aposdes, and considers ils pro- of which they were witniesses, and u the very loaves, ta b tha nourishment they had heard in their aster's school.
bab'e workatg on their inissds. le as k- shtll ilen sec wheuther they w'ere fully ')f thousands. Thei miracle is nover des,: So ftr troin limiiting their ideas o possi-

lis a tone even borderit ont triumph, prepared ta iear and lidieve any declara, cribed as conssisting in ans licraise of; bility, ho labours to enlarge ties, by in-

irally and r at i ico il-k hts t ion : especially b this occasion wicn nunbter, but in a sufficiency of what os- prcssing; oi tiera in% the miust soleri
ra;e meaning. But t must ou remem- sei.td wih them the night befor he suf- isteil. And ais tu tl.u fragients, they arof manier tiait nothing was impossiblo ta
biercd, lie cnly as.s. le dues inotliingst fled, le told thema that hae wouId nsot not spoken of as additionil pieces, but as hi ; he never reprioves them so severely
More tihai ask. llow cosld tey i "Wass address iliei in pargbles-but tiat lie part of tlant very bread, of thoso very as viena they doubted his powser. " Why

il possib/c for ilsemas ? ' lie dois not ltinkl wu:ld speak platiily. ioaves vhich hads been brokon, distributed are yO l'earlui, O ! ye of little faiti ? O !
i t as nerdi hi ï wil cv liorg ap firdi -1, The Aptostles had scen their naster and eaten by tha peoplu ; and ta show iou of little faiih, vlhy dost thou doubtl"

ae we, ateina g suoshie'w tihat thecr na- perosm th1e moasstupendaousmsairaciks, on lhe folly of iattemiaptinig to interpret lis Aftler the parable of the camai passing
-uril icinaitissg musnt have faiîiillibly led a variety of occasions, ail tending to imii, vorls or judge li actions either by tie ithroughi tile eye of a noodlo, lie adds,

iathem Il a the ulitive unag.-Let us preu on iltheir maoinds tie conviction of lis estabhished experi' .. o of mankind, tha " Witl nen this is imipossible.'' How
howoer proceed. u itiaioimptnce. They had Seeil bihi orpen laws of nature, or ti masxins of scienc e does lae completo the antithesis 1 By say•

Woa freely grant thiat th-ý itnediateu
heaiers who were persnly .ddressed, tile eyes i' the blind ; unstop the ears of -the quantity thus left on eacla occasion ing, " With (d il is possible 1' No
re theu reai jndges of te' meanaing of the deaf; unstring the tongues of tise was far grenter than what originally was lie gives Ilim a universai proposition in

wurds. It is a :ound niaximis of biblical duinb ; masake cripples valk, and heai ail there, and fromi which hat very remainder contradistinction ta the first particular
imierpretation. Now, as regards the alps. maanner oidisenses, -restorrg a withered wîis taken ! What liera becomes of the one; but, " with God, all things are pas-
lies, wi mst, ns far us possibh.. place inib ta life and vigour, &c. Nor was laws of Iunbers? What here becomesisible." le encourages amongit ail the
ou(rbelves fin their situation thiat mgýht. Thre

ue meanng of thse spaker mutt b tt iis al-three tines at least tley saw bhim of the laws of nature fHence, teia repe- firn beltie' in his absolut omnipotence.
-.h i.t krnew o u ld bu aiixed to lis raise the dead ta life ; in one instance- tition of suc acts as theso nust have When the blind mon petitin him, he firsta11tclL îîsîe lsatlJ ali d latu s~ Iilst ai'ei fliacu -ln m'lae gassoio 10i lieoakos

undby those who heard him. We thit of Lazarus- when decompositioi goo far to weaken the confidence 'f puis fhe question ta them "Doge elie
imlust then Li kno w tIse manc,â itis tlii-V lad lo r musst have taken place, and of course simple nmsded maen inny distinction tiat tiat I can do this ito you " They ex-
, "spianunîiag bis words, anid w! ich le kn'w wlere a changc of malter from one staie we cani cnnevfi them capable of drawing press their conviction thait ie can. "Ac-

I.I' wouid ue; andîr tiherefure we mîaust
ast arselvs ruth tlin Iýelil1gs and itio aiolherinsti have been eicted. as Io tle precise tact ia whaichi they would cording to your faith bu it done unio you."

lle te inqisu.ry ia tle:.r pýosiioni. The Po.jwerful as iair.cles liko these were admit, or reject his omnipotence, or his Thus witi tie Centurian and Martha,
e qu sto o tie piJit is niew reducedin preparing thicmr minds l'or the unswaver- authority over the laws of nature. Facts and the [cier. Nay, lie tests the very

inag Cunvicuvtn of lias omenipotence, tiere liku these of whicl tley were witnesses fidlity, or the hollwuness of his disciples,
1 would tise aposrlt-s i the niossarrtit " seiy

a1ir divin W ud ter prost ce ti e ro n were o iers o re peculiarly fitted to m st have, afier :ree years' intercourse by their uinqualified belief in his power;

<hubt Of Iis a5i5iomunteIce or his seracity ; establishs his powaer over the received laws nith their master, lcftthem very litti iliay ereo ta hear a doctrino apparently
,hat is, wuild tiev adopt 'iis impipmsi/iity! of nature to show thiem tiut ahais hit aunkiti'ied, and still less disposed ta maske involving an impossibility i those who
,r lie a!,surdity spoken of as tlyd nib shg vas Impossible, and tiat therefore enther impossibility or contradictoriness ta wvould judge his words by the critorion of
-rifs'on by which they wousJ nie-pet ithey should not rashly test his declara, tie laws of nature, or our modern "ab- that impossibility, were ta desert him;s

. l cuhld ihe Saviour have tons by any appa rurnt imposiity, or Ilrdty," the basis of their rensoning those judging by the established convie-

pect.ei iem to Cse tins critlcisis-sîhat contradiciorine.s îa ilohse laws. For ex. when trying to understand lie declarations tion of his omnipotence, %veoe stil, though
: f t ai'!o (-ipioence <r aeracit. am'.ple ; gravîtati s is one of tie propier- of linm vis performed tiemn. And wiih in perplexity, to ndhero to lim. " This

ia e xiti g the stense of 'lis waords. il.:nce ties universally attributed to bodies, aud such notions of lis omnipotence necessa- is a liard saying, viso cai hiar il?"
ne must .: viiat wvas the m:.tllectulii did oae of theim plant a foot o tie lake rily iibibeil from whaat they saw him par. They vaver and abandon him ; btat tli

ais as oî n ids ntior i o Genezerath, ie w'ould surely sink. forms, is it reasonable to suppose that tried fidelity of the twelve is approved-

- ignant -uneduc:Led, somie of Tihis was known ta theim. 'Yct they saw viien iey heard hia say that iviat ie 'h Iave I not chosen you twt'elve.a

mi pGU'r f'abaermen ai' Gsllee ; and ftie boady qftheir masler for a tine ieprived then he-d in Isis hand was his body, the As regards tise Apostil tihen, we are,
ence to judge o.' te ap'rations of their ob this propertv, ands able ta nalls without would for the first time test :s expression 'wo trust, now entidied task ; as they

8-ltîsd, ai uIl 1:01e, as 3ou noi wouil ofai' iji an t
n t ie . as oou ni o w wold of sinakkig on th e surface O tise- waters ! by ils rePugnance to tIhe establised la wî's vre ilhterate a nd nt sciestfc men, ac-

han i'. Inded, Chsiamaiy hlas been Tley had ao een hint ciange ene sub if nature Stier tley hlad seen him so customned ta sec tiseir divine master per-

a."rrached vigh Ise fact of tiir oiiginal stance nto nanother at the marriaec feast ofte'n controul those ws by other exhi, form' trors, apparently at variance with

.:.ur:ice. They must b-. ciau:ed isthl of Canta, and certaisly these were not tie lions of lis pover ? Can we suppose the established order oi natura, taught by

. a.% whuich web sý .. n:phks mien to make :lie dis:ncnon between the thaîat the supper table thev wNould tisus hina t reposa the n'osi unliuited confa-
g .n r own da-y possibility cf their master's power tg htve reasoned wit thlves : sdnce ii pawes; cani tiey be supposed

das o vluous, sensibie, ihougn igsu. Chiansge water into wine, and the imiossi- true we have sea:a hii change avter into ta take as the key o interprcting his

ant ren, uttur strangers ta the subtle bility a'his chaigilg ine ita blod,the wine it is true ve have seen him waik words, tie idea that liera tihere was a

J t t, s of Ile present day thant ould bas h <ai any it rp rt ai' of his w ords. op n a ter, having deprived is body f e vilai ' tf I a laess af nature,

fr.tter awaay every docti ire of tie gospel. 'wa'o othur occasions musi ai onco re tr ihn thoy eaer aniicssed hef re, anal thap
To .Ikla tic a îas ar rie aibaeciaicurta îtercciicîio ai atr rndosils gravaty .it is tre; fisat ive have seen in itis case, and liais asiy, isis panver

To !k Io uch 'a class on 'e co cur Io the recollection of our readcrs, him feod thousands %lith a few loaves, and lfailed hism, thse thaing being infidlibly ina-
apo:sIhy ri las re a ahe c o eposts hcontrary to ail exp isience, after tiat, the possible-absurd 1 But tu close tI mat-

f liature, OC extension or unpenietcabihty ia a :aanner stil more remarkabe con- remaiader greater thans te original sum, ner, let us transfer the conclusion to the

.,s mauter, and ::uci 1ie, naould bu hattle trolled the lw's of nature: and ta a ese ings ao seen ; ut, the viur's , a so vether iavig
et Jehan a wad wast of hauan bn eati suc a manner ns could not rail tcu n Ca g herpropoe-h rui g ti by oii and sig, edco-

1 craa Ugr prrs ostdshr autpessc tis isas ianlimiîo îsqnaita be, s la r
T'er idea o' ,ssi/ , masusred vince them, tihai i tise iterpretaion ofof aioe subbtance lera pointed out, ieets lief in his pver, lie would slill expcC.
-!elv by tho degree ai' power ued t any tuhing hre m:ht ever teach, they thge laws ai nature ai a point so nicely dif, %hat here and hero ahmle, they shonhi j

rna rrdicutly, nlot by any de'gree shoud never take as the criteron of his; ftrent fron tia former cases,t mst jde is expressions btihes 'cririon1« reitanlce. ; and v.hen once that egree meaning, eithier ipsbitor Ilhe con- hire for the(. first time doubt wvhether his ali hng beu mosiblet i hmsi

.,f ptoer amouants with themi to unpa- tradictoriness to tie established aws af power can go su ar, airs] awe must under- a i f Iaing aavs taiht them i
icsc-' ss uslscz i tal asiàtance ; n:ut.ara. We S Il nairaciLes Ofa sle 1igr ir tIî aasss vl/ou ltt

s sto tai' rst. alue tte m a ' stand hii igurativeiy1" But upposing lthing iay appear to ris impossible, yet a.i
there c--n be no re'sîance. You ay the loaves, where has intaipotensCo 15is shy J:] settle dows isto this figuraivc our diviso marister saiys i, i must bu sa "

,peabk ai constrndictionss ais long as youi 'ignasîll1 exhib;:ed, that tIse last vestg of interpretation ; what confirmason could s it witin the range ofraional conjecture
kase,~ lit the only cuonnae..ction thîey uch an idea as hltiiting his poer byr iltte resurrectio, wn ta suppose, tiat nowt, on a suddon ie cast

caa concrive, is ti.at any tam :-hould Le.ulpion of impossibilty, nust bua espect aitems ta renson îiliis--< since tho

'.-possibL t omtip twn e !suce semssoved i'.om- their guinds, and those they sai and ktiv that this ccry body, linsg appears tous impossible, tutag.


