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CHISTIAN UNITY.

TBÂ'r was a very notable convenl-
tion which met ini Association 1H11l
il, the iiionth of April. The meeting
o~f lcading mien of lîglit anîd lcarning
of the difrerent Chlurclles gatherud
for friendly consultation as to points
Of agreemnent in Christian faith and
practice, and for devising illeanls for
p)roInoting Chîristian unity and co-
ol)eration in Chriistian work, cannot
fail to be greatly helpful in bringing
those Churches nearer together, even
if it do not lead to organic union.
Lt is said that no similar convention
has been held silice the Reformiation.
Tt is no sniall honour to our country
that here, where the uxoat conspicu-
OUS examlples, of Christian unity in
the consolidation of the several
branches of the Preshyterian and
Methodist Churches have takcen
place, titis further effort at union of
Clîristendoin should bo attompted.

Thiere are few nxotes tu whieh the
Zgreat hecart of Christendom s0 strong-
ly responds as to that of Christian
unity. In ail evangelical Cliurches
there is, we believe, a ycarning to,
repair the breaches and heal. the
strifes of the past. The liberaliz-
Üng spirit of tie age is breaking
doivn the barriers which have kept
Christian Churches and Christian

I offle apart. As more of the spirit
of thie Master abounids ini the lieart,
more love wvill abound to our breth-
ren of other sections of Chirist's
Chuirchi. Tou long have the Chiurches
heeni estranged fromn oue another,
oftenl lerseetiiug one8 anothier-" at
mie bille wvitI the sword of the
~Sftte, at another time wvit1s the more
cruel $%vords of peu 'and tnu

It behooves ail earnest Chlristians
-am1I %vho dosire to sec the comxplete

a111i finlal victory of Christ's kingdoml
()%ci- tlie kingdoni of Satani and in
-to labotur and pray for this spirit
of unity and co-operation ini the
wqork of bringing the world to the

foot of Jesus. In the wvords of the
C01n111o1 C1reed Of ChlristenIdonIt, '' We
lbelieve ini the Hùly Cathuiic Chutrci, "
-the whole body of truc believers
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet howv
often have ivrath, strife, enlvy, auid
ail uncharitableness marlied the con-
duct toivard oaceh other of the differ-
ont sections of that Catholic Church?
Thank God that a brighter d1ay is
dawvning, that the hearts of Chris-
tians in the différent Ch urchos are
yearning towar(l cach other, and that
they are stretchinig out hands of
brotherly greeting over the barriers
which so long have «kept theui apart.
May the time soon corne whien
everywhere shahl be realized the
unity of the Spirit in the bond cf
peaco -wlvhon Ephraim shitîl not
envy Judah, and Judith shall mot vex
EplîIrainii.

We do not ask, Is an intimate
organic union, exhibiting complote
oneness of doctrine, and discip]ine,
and mode of worship-suchi as thit
which, under the blessiiig of God,
lias put an end to the divisions
by wvhich Canadian Methodisin lias
been rezît during haif a century
-Wo do not ask, wo say, Is such
a union as this possible ! But,
Is a Christian union, whiichi--whlihe
recogrnizingy di-,ergying schoois of
thouglit, and tradîtional or national
modes of worshîp, or even varyimng
eclesiastical politics-shahil bindwith
the bonds, of a coinnmon love, and
conion zeal, and common work «Il
-by wvhatever 'Dame they are uiizi-ed
--who love our Lord .Tesus Christ in

sincerity and truth? \Ve noV, onhy
believe that this is possible, but that
it is as sure as the never-failing
Word of God. "Yes," is the answcî'
that Faith niust aive, " for the nmoutli
of the Lord biathi spoken it."

WC rejoice that the centrifugal re-
pulsions wvhicli have so long dividcd
and weakeiied the moral forces of


