
4&SCANADIAN ENGINEERTHEMay 23, 1918.
Let us hope that it is true; truecoming into his , , . „ ,

not only in the United States, but also in Canada.
“It may be that engineers are largely to blame for 

conditions that now exist. Possibly they do not take the 
interest in public and political matters they should take; 
that they do not make themselves so well known as their 
importance in the community would justify. Is that the 
reason that among the four men considered by President 
Wilson for the important position of United States Kail- 

v Dictator, no engineer’s name appeared? Is that the 
reason that for such offices as Minister of Public Works, 
or the head of a commission to report on the reconstruc­
tion of a destroyed city, or a commission to control the 
expenditure of public money on public utilities, our gov­
ernment seldom even gives thought to the idea of appoint­
ing engineers? Has not the engineer in this war demon­
strated beyond dispute the importance of his profession 
and his right to proper recognition, not only in the 
prosecution of the war but also in other government and 
public service?

More Sound Development, Less Exploitation
“I think we all realize that in the social readjustment 

which will follow the war—which in fact is in progress 
even now—the business of the world is going to be 
handled on a more scientific basis than before, with abor 
having more voice and capital less dictatorial power with 
the engineer and other scientists directing their efforts and 
adjusting their differences. Governments are often slow to 
recognize changed conditions, even where the changes are 
radical, and it becomes one of our duties both to ourselves 
and to our government, to interpret these social changes 
and insist that they be met in a businesslike way

“Another condition which must be recognized is that 
the government is assuming more and more the control 
and operation of the resources and utilities of the c^ntry. 
It should, therefore, have the best business and technical 
ability of the country in charge of them instead of per­
mitting professional politicians to blunder the job. Let 
us have more sound development and less exploitation.

“In insisting that the government should appoint en­
gineers to public commissions and offices, we should1 ms 
also that they be good engineers, properly qualified f 
th«Twork they are called upon to do; otherwise the end
in view will be defeated and both the !"tere^of J^uld 
and the prestige of the profession will suffer. snouio 
be remembered that the duties of an engineer, particula ly 
mnublic service, are often of a judicial character as well 
« technical requiring

b= prepared ,«
government on its part snouia u
ade“Th?s phasedthTquestion dovetails into the question 
of legislation for engineers. There is ^ ofin elligen 

regulations to ser-
t0 d,mnd ffisp^e pTbhc <2;fid"S. The public is entitled 
V,Ce knowledge of the fitness and capability of the en- 

h emnlovs By having a compulsory registry, 
P would be furnished with complete infer­

tile special ability of every engineer in
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"PROPOSED legislation defining{the status of 
JT gineer, and. the appointee wer(Tthe principal sub-

ment commissions and o > . of the Alberta
jects discussed at a of civil Engineers, held
Division of the Canadian S y rnoCn and evening of 
in Edmonton during the afternoon
April 27th. discussion on the former sub-

F. H. Peters opened the d.scussio uken in the
ject. He reviewed the steps which ha of this
Calgary and Edmonton bi anc stated that it now ap-
subject up to the present tllWp ure Dominion legis-

that it will not be possible It is desirable to
“■*• “Æ àUtcd by an ;j*

necessa , affirmed by the 
rrwl/iin a uniform law all

wa

pears
lation, and in view 
secure a provincial act whic c 
provinces, and afterwards 1
Dominion Government,
over the Dominion.A. G. Dalzell, of Vancouver, describe^the ^hn^eff

the British Columbia members o ^ the Vancouver
that when the matter was Pre* , that legislation had 
Branch, some of the memberscla.med^ ^ objec.
been tried in two provinces and> na nd that legislation
tion had also been made on me S Was further corn- 
meant a “closed shop and ^ & certain group of ex­
plicated because just at t asking for provincial
gineers in British Colum ia "_ :ectionabie features and 
legislation which had s°™e p0rt of the society. He 
which could not receive the «UPF long the lines sug- 
believed, however, that eg's nOW receiving favorable 
Bested by the Calgary ®.r““„estion was fully discussed by 
consideration. The entire q lt being the appoint-
a number of the members, pj peters, W. Muir

1 ment of a committee consis mg the entire question,
Edwards and S. G. Porter o ^ engineers by pro­
to draft a scheme of incorp summer meeting at
vincial authority, and to report to 
Saskatoon. of the Alberta Division of 

on the appointment of 
He called atten-

Sam. G. Porter, secr<;taryssion

«ont I» bri»^
tion to the importance o Lj 0f social conditions due
about the necessary readjust" greater.recogm-
to the war and to the en?in^. . 0f public service. e 
tion in appointment to po Alberta Division had been 
also outlined the efforts that th A ^ ^ society in this 
making to advance the m

c„,sp..abys.m.oror.«. ^
“In the ‘Literary ^ which described some of

Mr. Porter, “an article aPP ‘ h arisen in the United
the unfortunate conditions which ^ ^ employment
States, and which thatÆn«nneers in the direction of the 
of financial men instead of eng ^ ^ materials. As a 
production and transpor - deal of energy an e
result, says the article, a great bM„ «pended without
thusiasm and patriotic c « co-ordinated, an .
however, having them propel9 congestion of materials 
they find that there is an eno u;rements or shipping
in some lines, far in «^^“lortage in others It 
facilities, and a correspond g the engmeer to or- 
claims, however, that ‘ tion with a proper regard f 
ganize and direct war P^J^ffination of the various
the necessary sequence^ndzCO-Ond ^ the engineer ,

processes, is being

Abstra

to a
gineers
the government 
mation relative to
th<2 ,C t Qote M.P.P., was asked to speak on the Civil 
Service Act in Alberta. He explained that an act had 
wn Massed bv the provincial legislature providing for the 
appointment of an Efficiency officer, but that the officer 

had not yet been named.
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