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c>1,ST. IPOLYTUS AND JUS5 AGE.

Whoî is St. Ilippolytus wlicn and wiere did lie live? are questions %iîicb
thie titie of this article înay veî'y vieil provoke. In reply vie say thiat altliough
]îis naine is four!d iii the Romnan Caleiîdar lie is yet a Saint, and one too of ù1C
1>resbyterian Ortler. lle ivas au illustiious inan, and liehi a hiigli place in
tho wvork and government, of the ehi-ch in lus day. lis naine anîd ieinorial
w'ere for manv aces wveil nigh lest froîn historyV. Jie ivrete books of no mnen
<)rder, as Nve shall se, ýan1 lie liad once a niame arnongr tho iniglaty; for centuries,
howeve-, littie more tlian bis saintly naine viere knovin, and his 'vorls viere iost
aîniong the accu inil ated rubbisli of naonkish literatuire. I3y a curions chain of
1providences the lost writiiîags have beeîi recovered, and considerable Iighit lias by
themn been throvin upon tht hiistory of their authoî' and his times.

It appeais thiat in the year 185 1, the Oxford TUniversity issued fromi its press
a Gi eek book viith tlue title Il'The Philosophouinena of Origeîi, or a, refutatioli
of ail the Ieresies." Thîis book it further app)ears liad beecn found at M1ounit
Athios in Greece a p)lace celebrated for its curions and ancient Monasteries. The
inanuscript dates from the four-teeiît cenitury, nnd professes to have beenl trans-
scribed from an eider copy by a monk namned Michael. At it-; first discovery,
iTdid not attract inucla notice ; îîor n'as itconsidered of any value unti] Mr. M'ilhir,
a learned Frenchmn, discovered, on looking over its contents, several unknown
f'ragmnents of the Greez p)oetsot'great literary value. Tlhis led to a more niiniutt.
cxamiîuation of the document, Lime resuit of wvhieh wvas, that, froni the fact that
the naine of Origen wvas found on. thc inargin, it vins supposed to bc paît of a
lost Lieatiso by this distinguislîed witer. 'This Origen lived at the bcginffng
of the third century, and-i tauglit rhctorie, phulosophy and Lueogy at Alex-
an(lria. Ile virote also severai books ou religions subjeets, of a highly allegoi-
cal and fancifui cist, whiich for iauy genierattien.s excrci8Scd a- nost banieful inl-
fliience on the doctrine and general teaching of thue Chîristian Church.

It tui-n out, hoviever, thiat the treatise on "Il l the ileresies" 'vas imot viritten
by Origen at ail, but from evideuit remiaiks, and reliable testimonies 'vas fonnd
to be a longy lost and litt.le knoiwui writing of a certain liippolytns, vilio describes
lîimselt as "Bisiiop, of Portus Roinanuts and member of the governing Pres.
hy.lei-y of Romie."1

This ilippolytus wvas, as appea-s from extant histories, an illustrions nian in
lus ovin day, a celebrated controversial writer and preaciier, and a Martyr for tlîc
cause of Christ. 11e lived about the year 220 A.D., during the troizbled reigns
oft Lie Emnperors, Coinîniodus and Alexander Severus. Ife contcnded zealously
against the curruption whichi at this early time wvas tlireateningr both thic dec-
trine and the polity of the Clunireh.i. And althougi hie did flot succeed in bis
zealous endeavouis to arrest the cvii Lido, his labours have yet net beeti in
vain, he being dead yet speak-eth, aiid this treatise now discovered witnlesses
a grood confession for the Lrntlu of God, Le the Chureli of our ovin day.

Chevalier Bunsen, haLe, Fî-issiani Ambassador at the Court of Elngliind, ls
been the chief agent in brincring tbis viork i--,o public notice. It 'vas lie who
on examnination of iLs contents foulid that t!wc'as no cvideiîce, wibatever to
justify iLs ascriptieni te the learned Origen, but on the eentrary tint it conîtainedf
mnny tlîings3 tliat could neot have been viritten by O,.*.,,en at al]. The viork, for
exaîn ple, nttcsts that iL 'vas viritten by a Bl3ihop,,wliiýl! Orm-gen never mias, and liy
one whlu resided near Reine and 'vas famniliar wvith ail its private afiairs,
«%%Flicli Origen viho resided at A)exandi-ia in Bgypt couid nit.t have been. Bce-
sides it appeam-s thiat this saine treatise, is ascî'ibed te St. llippoly tus by Christ-
ian viriters and historians of the fourth century.

To render this conclusion still more conclusive it appears that there, is 8t


