
A ParW:$ystem for Smal

N o%îon, howcver smiall, can affordho grow up) witliotit providing
suiîably for the parks and openi

spaces it wvill starely need if ils beautilica-
lion and lie.ttliftiliiss -ire to receive pro-
per consileration. Ini practically ail] of our

older cities wve have examples of 1ioM
rapid deveiopment and attending con-
g7estion have crovded ont the open spaces
%vhich should have been prcscrvcd for
the creation and cnjoyment of thec people.
Raiiways and other undesirable features
have been allowed to thrust themnseives
tipon the lake or rivir front, despoiiing
il for cvcr of its natural charmn and
beauity, and robbing the city or town of
is chief attractivenes, and areas wvhich
at one time posscsscd infinite possibili-
ties in scenic value arc pre-empted and
needlcssly destroyed for commnercial pur-
poses. Thcrc ks no cxcusc for sncli con-
ditions obtaining in the growving towvn if
the lesson of propcriy planning for its
dcvelopment ks iearned in duc season.
Vilth the %vide wvorld furnishing, as it
does, a sehool in which titis nlow'lcdgc
niav be frclv liad there is no excuse for
negîicct Io Iearn this lesson.

111RPIARATION OF IILAN
The eariy preparation of a coniprehlen-

sive plan is the first step in 'the conser-
vation of the features of naturai heauty
with whioh a town rnay bc -endowe%,d or
surroundcd, and for the setting aspart of
areas for park and recreation purposes
and the cstaiblislimcnk of 'boulevards,
plaiygrotnds, squares, or open spaces.
This plan wiil have largely in mind not
only the town's needs of to-day, as evi-
dcnced within its pmsent limits, but the

*Ali iddrca, dcliered ut the rcnt aunuai
ocnvnnUon of the Ontario florticultural Aso-
datIion.
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requiremients whcn dev'clopnient lias pro-
bablv exteaided ils boundaries far into the
environs. Ini thc preparation of the plan
the location and distribution of the park
aireas should bu given careful thought,
o the end tlaat cach section or district

niay have is proper compiemnent of
parks, squares, recreation -rounds, and
playgrounds, properly related ina their
location ho the purposes to be served
by themn.

Thc niost striking scenery of a dis-
t. ict wvil naturaiîy bc reserved for park
purposes, and espccially the banks of a
shream or the wvatcr front-whierc such
exist. Waste or miarshy arras may be
profitably rciaimed and converted into
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pleasure -g'rouands. Wooded areas aid-
joining the town wvill, of course, be con-
servcd, and parkc lands %v'iii be sectircd
within Uts probable boundaries, as finan-
cial mneans xviII permit.

Iii seiecting a parkz site attention
should bc particularly paid to the mat-
ter of its boundaries. It is a somewvhat
commnon error t0 negici tItis. Whcre
necessarv to a -'ompicte picture, thec
%vhole of a hiliside should be sectircd, tht
whole 'Of a body of watur, or the xvhole
of a glezn or ravine. The appearance of
many parks is marrcd by an inipression
of inicomplcteness, brought about by the
tannatural restriction and limnitation of
their boiandarics. The park wvithin the
town wili nccssariiy be bounded by
strects, hait on no accounit shouid ils
bousidarics be ý,uilt upon. Back yards
as a framne to a park should flot be toI-
eratcd. l'le park should bc =n aid to
thîe towvn's beauty, insiead of* being con-
ccaled ira the rear of buildings, however

deirbe FVELOII'MENI' OF SITF
'l'le dcvelopment of the park site in-

volves a serions rt-spoilsibiiity. It caîls
for thec preservation of natural beauty,
anxd the creat ion of tlîat which should
;add ils share of charni to the town's
attractivencss. The location and topo-
gyraphy of thte site wviil, of course, govern
to a considerablc degrce the treatment
to be accorded it. but great care must
bce xercised in this, lest, in too great
straining for ornamnentation, the natural
Avantagcs whidh nearly cvery %vcil-
chosen area possesses bc lost in the
effort t0 imiprove, and an artificial and
unciesirable resait be substituted there-
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