Editorial Notes,

what is termed his “‘remarkable power of
thought-reading.” A number of public
seances have been held, at which Dr, W. B,
Carpenter, Prof. Huxley, Dr. Lyon Playfair
and other distinguished medical men and
scientists were present ; and it is stated that
the “mind-reader” gave startling evidence
of the possession of a faculty which enables
him to discover the thought of a person with
whom he is brought into contact, of reading
figures on a blackboard, while blindfold, and
generally of playing the accomplished and
mysterious Seer. How invaluable a person,
by the way, Mr. Bishop would be in our Ed-
ucation Office to read the mind of the Minister,
rcglslcr its vacillations, and supply a gloss to
the ofﬁcml documents and memoranda which
every now and then emanate from the Depart-
ment. What a fortune, too, could he make
by disclosing in advance those stiffish Ex-
amination Papersin Mathematics to the feeble
few who are not above being clandestinely
‘¢ coached " at the critical hour by a friendly
master who, however, does not want again to
figare in the witness box in connection with
irregularitiés in conducting examinations.
By all means, let us import the gentleman.

“THE BYSTANDER.”

1IN expressing regret in these pages at the
discontinuance for a time of this unique
periodical, we féel sure that many readers of
- thé CaNADA EDUCATIONAL MONTHLY will
sincerely and'heartily coricur. "However Mr.
Goldwin Smith’s political opinions have been
teceived, there can be no question as to the
defrree of favour with which the Bystander
has in general been regarded, nor is there
any possibility of niistaking the respect in
which its writer’is personally held, nor the
adimiration which on all sidés has been ex-
pressed for his' 'many and rare gifts. Were
any endorsement of this needed, the recent
Banquét given in'honour of Professor Smith,
by the Press Association of the Provmce, is
an amp]e attestation'of the fact. Handsorne
s was that aéknowlcdgment by his brother
Joumahsts, however, aud' most graurymg as
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our, the demonstration could go but a little
way towards paying the debt which Canada
owes to Mr. Goldwin Smith for his immense
services to native litetature, and particulatly
for all he has done for independent journal-
ism. The Bystander, ephemeral as publica-
tions of the kind are thought to be, will
remain an imperishable record in Canadian
literature, not oniy of eveats of the time,
chronicled in ‘a masterly and philosophic
way, but'as setting up a model of vigorous
thought, enriched by vast learning, with a
style as chaste and finished as ever came from
tongue or pen of 2 master of classic English.
Had circumstances permitted, we should
have liked that the Province could have had
more of the distinguished gentleman's ser-
vices in the cause of education in the last few
years than he has been called upon to give,
This is a matter that we trust the teachers of
Ontatio will see to on Mr. Smith’s return
from his year's sojourn in Europe. Our
higher education could be inestimably ad-
vanced by 4 man of Mr. Smith’s profound
scholarship and ripe experience, and Uni-
versity matters in the Province sadly want at
present the wise counsel of a trained m{ellect
and a well-balanced mind. :

SEPARATE SCHOOLS,

A REPRESENTATIVE of the Toronto Zzle-
gram has lately been interviewing Prof. Gold-
win Smith, Archbishop Lynch, Falher Staf-
ford, Mr. Bain, Chairman of the Toronto
Public School Board, and the editor of this
magazine, on the subject of Separate Schools.
Thetre has also been correspondence on the
subject in the above newspaper, urging a
fusion with the Public -Schools; and the
Bpystafider has brought its powerful aid, on
broad'national grounds, in favour of amalga-
mation. The subject is a delicaté one to
operi up, paiticularly when there has been
no preliminary overtire on the part of the
Roinan Cathiolic authorities, But theré can
bé no'doabt of the pracucal gain to the pu.
pils. of the Separate Schools in ‘opening to

_thém thé advantagés of our Public School



