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exposed on that inclement night. He had set out
that mornin(r, on foot to visit a friend, who resided at
a distance of se ' veral miles, intending to return to his
home at an early hour in the evenin'. It 'was ý a

lonely road over which he had to, pass ; the habitations
were few and far between, and as the storm increased

with the approïach of night, Mrs. W* strongly hoped
that her husband had . been. persimded to pass the

night with his friend for she feared that, had he been
overtaken by the darknew of nicpht ho would perish
in the storm; and the pogr wômen was in a state of
painful anxiety and suspense. The supper-table was
spread, but Mrs. W. was una4ke to taste food ; and,
-giving the children their- suppers, she awaited with
intense anidety the return of her husbafid. The
storm increased till it was eviàent that it was one of

unusual iieyerity, eveu for the rigprous climate of
Canada, and, às the wind shook the windowzi of theïr
dwelling, the children oýàen exclaimed in tones of

terror: Il 0! whatwill become of poor father if ho is
out M this storm." Bye-and-bye the tired children

fell asleep, and Mrs. W. was' -left alone b her firesi de6
She endeavoured to quiet her fears'by thinkinghim

ade in the house of his fýend, but-she coul'd not drive
away the thought that he bd set out upon his returi

h-ome, and she -feam>d, if such was the'ease, ho had
met his dee in that pitiless storm; She was two,
miles ftom any. neighbour, sarrounded by her family


