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In yésterday's'Coibnﬁt appeared the
first insertlon of dn advertisement by
thie Esquimalt .“,& 'Ng_nalmo Rau_way
company. of its j'litentibn'to ask Parlig-
ment for authority 'td:extend its rail-
way ‘to Hardy Bay. it may be remem-
bered by some readers that such actlon
on the part .of the coxﬁpany was  fore-
shadowed in these columns several
weeks ago. :The project is dealt with
this . morning. in the news columns of
this paper.

In mentioning this very important
notice, it seems fitting: that reference .
should be  made to an. interesting fact
in‘ connection with raflway extension to
the north.  “It: is not very  generally
known that Dr. J. S. Helmcken was :the
piorieer of the agitation for such a road.
More than- fifteen years ago he address-
ed a series of letters to .this paper on
the subject, and these afterwards were
printed in the Sessional Papers of the
Legislature. The foresight and great
store of knowledge :exhibited by Dr.
Helmcken in them were generally ap-
preciated at the time, “but not as mucit
so as they would now be if the letters
were reprinted. We congratulate him
upon the fact that he has at last seen
his progressive ideas adopted by one of
the most progressive and powerful
transportation compantes in the world,
and we venture to express the hope
that he will be ablé to drive “the last
spike” when the line has reached com-
pletion.

The approaching consupmmation
of this phase of development in con-
nection with Victoria and Vancouver
1sland, encourages the Colonist to con-
tinue to labor for 'thé ' realization  of
the other phases of it, for which it has
labored so long and so earnestly, and
possibly at times to the point of weary-
ing its readers. It also ought to have
the effect of dispelling the last frag-
ment of the mist of pessimism.that has
so beclouded the vision of our citizens.
Surely ng one will ever hereafter ask
if it-is forthi while to labor .for the
things our city needs to become great
and prosperous. LEvents 'are moving
quickly nowadays.. Things can now be
accomplished in® a year or two that
neretofore could not -be brought about
m a decade.

The outlook for Victoria and the
whole Island never was ag bright as it
is at the present time.

GUN ACCIDENTS

1f asked to state the most prolific first

cause of gun accidents, our unhesitating
answer would be, want of proper re-
spect for firearms due in many cases to
want of proper knowledge ol their pow-
ers for danger. Aso contribufdry caases
we might add, want of experience 2nd
nervous excitement in the field, and
habitual, or occasional, carelessness in
spite of knowledge, but wve b:ileve that
almost all gun accidents “viil e found
on analysis to be due to this weat of
respect for a lethal ‘weapon. ‘[his is
true, not only of accidents in tic field,
but also of the very numerous so-called
accidents, usually ‘fatal, caused by chil-
dren and others clowning with guns, left
in their reach by others, who *“did not
know were loaded.”” Pedple who leave
guns where there s any pessibility of
their getting into such nhands should ove
declared by law to be guilty of a crim-
inal offence; people who naandle guns in
such a way as possibly to =2ndanger
others should be equally guilty.

The reason why there are so many
people who continually do sucu things
is hecause no adequate steps liave beeu
taken to make them realize-the great
danger they are running, by their ignor-
ance and carelessness, of Lringing mis-
ery on others and themselves., Ia acive
ilized state the citizens aurz prevented
from injuring one another, through
other forms of carelessness by wise
regulations; for instance no man may
drive over another man in an automo-
bile, with impunity, and regulations
governing traffic are in force to guard
as far as possible against the danger of
his doing so; but, as things are now

into the woods, restrained by law from
“shooting certain wild creatures at cer-
tain seasons, but at perfect liberty to
scatter his lead in every direction to the
danger of his fellow men and with the
‘excuse ready-made that, it was “an ac-
cident,” to get him off scot-free should
he chance to kill or maim a human be-
ing. ]
In reviewing the heavy list of gun ac-
cidents reported this season by the local
press, and to which special reference is
made in our news columns, we cann>t
‘find a single instance which does not
bear out the truth of the claim made in
the opening sentence of this article, ex-
citement or just plain earelessness, get-
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h Columbla, We camnot: see, human

nature being what it is, that there can

be any better remedy proposed than.
‘legislation  to control the use of fire-:
‘arms. ' First and foremost,” the lTaw al- .

Teady on the Statute books, making it
illegal for boys under a résponsible age

to handle guns at all, should be rigidly |
enforced; at present,  the sight of a

youth of tender years currylng'a gun

“as big as himself” is far:too frequent. .
Whether it would be a good- thing to-

impose & 'gun tax is not'quite the point
which' need be discussed at this time,

but that it should be made obligatory '_

for anyone, before he can carry and use
a gun, to obtain a ‘permit seems to ‘be
beyond question. Such permit should

never be issued to any party until‘he Is~
able to pass some form of examipation
to prove that he is a fit person to be.let:

loose upon the community with a deadly

‘weapon. The obligation wounld then. be:

imposed on evei-yone who wished to use
a gun to acquaint himself = thoroughly
with the proper and &afe way of hmgn-
ing it under all circumstances. At pre-
sent, we respectfully urge that there is
a heavy responsibility resting on the
government, while it allows irrespon-
sibles and incapables abroad with wea-
pons of death, and there is also a heavy

responsibility resting:on ‘parents, who-

allow their boys to carry guns, without
first seeing that they have been thor-
oughly grounded in the necessary train-
ing to teach them the safe use and car-
riage of their weapons at all times.

There are two golden rules which
shiould never be forgotten by anyone who
handles a gun. First, treat an unloaded
gun just as respectfully and ~care-
fully as é loaded one, and Keep
just as strict a watch over the
direction of its muzzle; it ‘is the
“unloaded” gun, which is responsible for
the far greater number of accidents out
of the field, and for many in the field.
The second golden rule, known to every
sportsman, but not always rigidly ob-
served, -is mever to shoot at anything,
unless a.clear view of the target leaves
no posslt}ility of doubt as to what is be-
ing shot at, and also no possibility of
doubt as to there being ’iny other livihg
thing in or near the line of fire.

On reflection it will be séen that these
two rules include in’their scope -all the
other well-kKnown rales, sich ag taking
out the shellé when getting over & fence,
and never letting a loaded gun out of
one’s hands, and . these should be so
grounded into the young sportsthan, be-
fore he is allowed out by himself, that
there will be no fear of his forgetting
ihem. After that, if accidents Happen,
it is because accidents of all kinds will
always happen in an imperfect world
peopled by imperfect human beings, but
a* least they will have been as well
guarded against as seems possible so
long as firearms are in use for purposes

of sport.

PIONEER OF HARBOR DEVELOP-
MENT.

In discussing the question of harbor
development we are prone sometimes to
lose sight of a name which more than
any other seems inseparably wrapt up
with the port of Victoria. We allude
to Mr. T. C. Sorby. If he has not been
the malnspring of all action in the
past, and the author of practically
every suggested improvement it is only
because his plans have been borrowed
and he has not obtained the credit
which is his due.. In every sense the
work which he has been carrying out
for so many years past has been a
public-spirited one, and up to the pres-
ent it has obtained, as far as we know,
no recognition. It is not an exaggera-
tion to say that Mr. Sorby has worked
almost night and day in drawing up
plans which he belleves will make for
the betterment of this port. There is
no one who has made a more system-
atic study of the requirements, no one
who hag taken a keener or more altru-
istic interest in this branch of develop-
ment. We do not know what his poli-

| tics may be and do not care, for his

services have been such as to make him
a man who cannot be passed over in
any policy of expansion which may be
decided upon for the future. When the

Dominion government, as we believe: it

| will, takes steps to place this harbor
with us, he may take a deadly weapon ]

in a condition which the ranking of.the
port entitles it to, the past and present
services of Mr. Sorby should not be
passed by without recognition. We be-
lieve that he would be an' admirable
man to be engaged in a consulting cap-
acity., He has a cioser insight. into
the conditions which obtain at present
than anyone else. He knows wherse
improvements are most urgently re-
quired and in large measure how they
can be best attempted.

In the study of a harbor the lessons
learned through the years, based upon
a continually growing tonnage, are of
the very greatest value and no one has
mastered these better ‘than the secre-
tary of the Inner Harbor association.

“to sugsest a ‘remedy “for the:| in i ;
al heavy “undertaker's bot” fuifei: | ATe avallable and that  they

proper --chtixiﬁeﬁtﬁn_ ‘commensurate |

ment, 1t would seem'
insure that-the services of Mr.

with their jundoubted value.
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in the Companies Act. 1t'ls ‘that a
clause should ‘be inserted Wwhereby it

is made obligatory on companies Whose

operations involve - interference with

public property to leave that property
iny the same condition as they found
it in when commencing work. This

clause ‘would have special applicaﬂim

to” corporations Buch as rallways, tram- |

ways, waterworks and such other com-

‘panies as have to get a right of way

above, ‘on ‘of under highways or other
portions of  the public domain. In the

“firdt place such legisiation would save
.the pro’ﬁncia«l government money. ‘Sec-

ondly it would afford the public gen-
'erdlly proper safeguards that corpora-

" tiohs cannot in this way deteriorate the

value of land in which the fee simple

‘is vested in the people. We have just

been furnished with a striking example
of the need of this protecting clause.
The government has decided to spend
a sum of $30,000 on the Colwood .road
to remedy the defects for which ‘the
Esqulmait Waterworks Conipa.ny is
responsible. There is apparently no
legislative machinery which can compel
the corporation to restore the roadway
to the condition- it was -in before the
work: of layiag pipes was commenced.
As a consequence the government has
had to step in and find the money. This
does not seem right. There should be
a power which will govern any inter-
ference with the public’s property, and
it would seem to-be an easy matter to

insert a clause in ‘the Companies Act |

which would have the' desired effect.
We commend the suggestion to the at-
tention of Mr. Bowser.

It would be interesting to know just
what is taking place in China.

At this stage of the proceedings Italy
has probably begun to wonder if she
was not just -a little too much in a
hurry.

If all the rain that is coming to  us

shquld come at once, what a state the"

city. would be lr}. But let us hope for
the best.

it 4 Quebec preacher says that women's
hats keep men away from church. A
poor excuse is better than none. This
remark applies to the pulpit as well as
to the.pew.
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Answering a correspondent, we may
say .that the authorities place the ac-
cent on the first syllable in the word
“Tripoli.” The origin of the word is the
Latin name Tripolis.

The Winnipeg Grain Exchange tele-
graphed congratulations to the Duke of
Connaught upon his arrival “in the
bread basket of the Empire.” A sort of
solar plexus arrival this.

Ottawa's assessment returns show
the population of that city. to be very
considerably - in excess. of  the figures
given in the Census_ returns. There
never was a Census taken in Canada
which gave rise to such profound dis-
satisfaction as that of 1911.

Mr. Walter Leng, a Unionist M. -P.,
said recently that Home Rule meant a
reconquest = of * Ireland. This seems
strong language, the language of an ir-
responsible politician rather than that
of one who aspires to be considered a
statesman.

The proceedings in the McNamara
case at Los Angeles are a travesty on
the administration of justice, Institu-
tions, -under which such a continuous
performance is possible, are on the
verge of collapse. The lawyers and the
judges of the United States have per-
verted the law out of all semblance
to its original meaning.

Comment has been made upon the
fact that the Colonist is urging public
improvements upon the attention of its
friends in power even more strenuous-
ly than it urged the same improvements
upon those to whom it was politically
opposed. That's a way the Colonist
has._ and it may give some people an
idea of what it means by a newspaper
being “independent within its party.”

The strength of British Columbia's
conservatism can be gathered from an
analysis of the vote at the recent Do-
minion election which we print today.
The solidity of the province can be
gathered from the fact that out of a
total vote of 44,599 the supporters of
the present government polled a ma-
Jjority of 9,418. -This 1is- a splendid
showing and behind® the seven repre-
sentatives returned to Ottawa - is the
voice of a people who have declared in
very pronounced terms what they con-
sider the ideal of the future should be
for this country.

The Vancouver Seamen's mission is
to have a $75,000 home of  its own.
There will be no amalganiation with
the Strathcona Institute i/
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We have a suggestion to make to |
‘the provincial government bf an amend-
‘ment which might'very well be made
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Thousands of Homes

' Let Us Help You

Such is tHe record of this store. The certainty of this is best obtained from the hosts of Weiler friends whose confidence has
been secured through our square dealings, the thoroughly satisfactory store service, the widely known fairness of Weiler pric-
ings and the broad, liberal policy of “making every customer a satisfied customer.” The thousand of comfortable, happy homes

in Victoria today is the strorigest endorsement of this store’s methods of serving the people.

This is the largest home-furnishing concefn in the west and best prepared to serve YOU in the quickest, most satisfactory,

pleasantest way with buying facilities, such as to mean splendid savings for YOU on every and any purchase. Welcome!

ew Shipment of Leather Upholstered Furniture
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There is nothing to equal the comfort, style and appearance of these new arrivals in Chairs and Settees in the Early Eng-
lish Oak and Fumed Oak, upholstered in Spanish Leather. 'Every piece is strongly built and is of the latest design. The-e
pieces have an individuality of their own. There is that air of distinction about them, only possessed by :goods of quality. Herc-

with are the prices of those we have just unpacked. Many more

Fumed or Early Bnglish Oak, large size gentleman’s lounge chair with

Spanish Leather cushion seat and back. Price .. .. .. .. . N ... .850
Morris’ Chairs. Karly English or Fumed Oak. Spanish leather cushions
seat and back., Price .. .. -« tove s oo v on ae se s on o e ....540
Morris’ Chair, Early English Oak with Spanish Leather cushion seat and
back. Priece:5i b .0 0 8 T g s 8% Tee me e we 3w &R 88 R AN ..345

Settees in Fumed or Early Englis}x Oak, 6 feet 6 inches, with two Spanish
leather cushions on seat and two on back. Price .. .. .. .. .- ..3100

will be on our third floor by Monday morning.

Settees in Fumed or Early English .0ak, 5 feet 6 inches, Spanish

1eather .. e e w5 s obieid e e T emainne e wwy e e w g onw e 3 B0
Three-Piece Library Suite in Edrly English Oak, upholstered in Spanisi
leather. The suite consists of Setteé, Armchair and Rocker. Price. .873
Rocker or Library Chair in Fumed or Early English Cak with leathe
seat and leather cushion at back. Price .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 8385
Pumed or Early English Rocker, upholstered in Spanish leather. Price.825
Library Chair in Fumed or Early English Oak, upholstered in Spanish
Licather, . PTICE  ic % of s 50 d, aniare o4 lace o sem o » 325
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GET OUR NEW CATALOGUE
—FREE—

Out-of-town folks do better when trading
with a reliable house. Send your name and
we’ll mail free of charge our big illustrated
catalogue of Furniture and Carpets.

ESTABLISHED 1862. A PRETTY GOOD ir
TESTIMONIAL TO OUR SQUARE
DEALING.

DO IT NOW
) U N

See These
In Our
deernment
Street
Windows

A splendid shipment of Artificial Palms have just come to
hand and we have a splendid display in one of our Govern-
ment street windows of these new arrivals suitable for decor-
ating purpogses, fill up a spare corner, splendid decoration fui
the hall. They give a very fine appearance to any roomn.
Come and see them.

In many sizes, priced at 60¢, 75¢, $1.00, $1.590,
$2.00, $2.50 and up to $15.00.

The Géods
Tell the- Story

THE STORE THAT SAVES YOU MONEY

T e

Victoria’s
Popular
Home-
Furnishers
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