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Fares Between Victorla and Se-’
attle Advanced to Two
Dollars.

_Freight Rates Also Advanced—
Steamer Willamette has
been Floated."

i

The rates on the steamers running
from Victoria to Seattle were advanced
yesterday. After a rate war which has
been prolonged for ten months between
Dodwell & Company on the one side and
the Alaska Steamship Company on the
other, the day of the two-bit and four-
bit fare to and from Seattle passed at
midnight yesterday, when the new rates
became effective. The new schedule of
rates, which apply on all three steamers
running . from Vietoria to Seattie, is as
follows: From Victoria to Seattle, or
vice versa, $2, and for the round trip,
$3.60, and from Victoria to Port Town-
send or vyice vefsa, $1.25, or $2 for the
round trip. The new fares show a rv-
duction of 25 cents between Victoria and
Port Townsend and of 50 cents between
Victoria and Seattle, when compared
with rates existing prior to the com-
mencement of the rate war which has
been prolonged so long. The rates prior
to the war were: Victoria to  Port
Townsénd $1.50, round trip $2.50, and
Victoria to Seattle $2.50, and for the
round trip $4.

The freight rates have been placed at
the same scale at which freight was car-
ried before the cut rates came into
force, the rates ranging from $1 to $2.50,
according to the classification of the

. freight. For the past ten months the
freight has been carried for fifty cents
per ton, regardless of classification, and
local merchants who saw the prospects
of the advance which went into eff.ect
at midnight yesterday, have been import-
ing largely of late, -the steamers having
been delayed daily because of the heavy
freights.

The conclusion of the rave war will
without doubt have the effect of ‘caus-
ing a change in the present schedule of
the three steamers on the Sound route.
In all probability the Utopia will be
withdrawn before long; for with the set-
tlement of the rate war, the steamers
North Pacific and Rosalie will hardly
be continued on the same schedule as
each other. One will take the morning
run and the other the evening, one arriv-
ing in the afternoon as at present, and
leaving at the same time as now, or at
8 o'clock, which is considered a much
better hour, while the other will arrive
in the morning, and sail about 8 or 9 a.
m. There may, too, be other changes in
the service, for with the increased rates
it is generally believed that before many
days the service will be improved by the
addition of other larger and better
equipped passenger steamers,

STRIKE AFFECTS SHIPPING..

San Francisco LE;:-' Troubles Will
Have Bad Effect on 'Freighting.

The latest phase of the strike at San
Franciseo, the calling out of the fourteen
unio_ns of the City Front Hederation, in-
cluding the sailors, ‘longshoremen, mar-
ine firemen, steamer and ship joiners,
porters, etc., will have a bad local ef-
fect, for, after the sailing of the steam-

Walla Wall xwmtm Golden
 Tuesday for this port, and is
lue tonight, the steamers,
in common with other vessels, will be
tied up, and the merchants who import
merchandise from San Franciseo will be
unable to receive their freight. L
wholesalers and fruit-dealers have been
importing large quantities of fruits,
vegetables and such goods from San
Francsico of late and this business will
be'genouﬁi affected by the twig up of
the shipping at San Francisco. The
collier fleet will also be affected, for the
steamers carrying coal into the Golden
Gate after the commencement of the
strike will be unable to secure men to
unload them. :

‘The local ’longshore trouble remains
in statu quo. The Largo Law com-
pleted discharging her naval stores at

uimalt with the ship’s crew yester-

. day afternoon, and will come around to

the Outer wharf this morning, the tug

Hope having gone around last night to
tow the vessel to the Outer wharf,

b e OVERDUE TRIPS.
Brabloch Making a Long Passage From

The Orient—Another Overdue.

= “The British ship brabloch is now out
- 84 days from Hongay, a small port a
short distance south of Hong Kong for
Portland. The average passige from
that part of the world to the Columbia
river is about 45 days, and it is fre-
quently made in less time.. For this rea-
son there is some dpprehension over the
safety of the ship, and if she is not re-
ported within a few days she will be a
good subject for reinsurance. Amother
of the Portland grain fleet chartered for
the coming season is already on the
overdue list, and heavy reinsurance is
being paid on her. The belated. craft is
the British ship County of Haddington,
which sailed from New York for Shang-
haj with case oil early in February. The
ship is about six months ont, and rein-
surance has already reached 60 per cent.
length of the passage alone is not
causing so much alarm as the fact that
all of the other ships which left New
York for the Orient port with the County
of Haddington have " reached  their
Oriental destinations. = The ship ' has
quite a reputation as a fast sailer, and
ordinarily would have made the pas-

... sage in 120 to 130 days.

THE WILLAMETTE FLOATED,

Vessel Being »Mm;e— Ready to Proceed
y to Seattle,

Nannimo, July 381L.—(Special.)—Steam-
er Willamette was floated on Monday
evening, and is now receiving final re-
pairs and taking in  ballast = before
steaming to Seattle, They got the en-
tire rent forwagd of the pilot house

‘ patched- and cemented, pumped out the
water in the after compartments, and
with two tugs hauled
water.. It is expected she will take.
several days to put her in order for
the trip to Seattle, ; y

The preparations to float the Willam-
ette were completed on Saturday, as ge-

orted by officers of, the steamer City of

-Napaimo on her arrival on Saturday
afternoon, the hull of the steamer hav-
ing been cased .in large timbers;

z known shipbuilders, Mr..

her off at high |Bo

O of Cansda’s Ol in
e g e Ay

One of -cannda’n—brdest and most g‘idﬁ
av.
is registered at the Hotel Vie-
toria, he having been on the coast for

interests of Messrs. Troup & Sons, who
are the managing owners of a large fleet
of vessels in St. Jobn, New Brunswick.
Mr. Lynch has built some of the finest
sailing ships ever constracted ‘in Can-
ada, among them being the three-masted
full-rigged ship. Glad Tidings, the Rock
Terrace, the xander Yates, and the
Stormy Petrel. He has been busily en-
gaged in looking after the company’s
interest at Tacoma and Port Gamble,
and he came here to superintend the re-
pairs to two ships which he built him-
self, the Highlands and the Low Wood.
The last named vessel has undergone
extensive repairs at the Marine Rail-
way, JHEsquimalt, and will be ready on
Saturday, when she will g) to Vancou-
ver to load lumber for Buenos Ajyres.
The Highlands was in the dry dock for
her repairs., and she was towed to sea
last Saturday. She is bound for Cape-
town, with lumber. 'The bark Stillwater
was repaired at Tacoma, and the Mary
Troup at Port Gamble,
Speaking of Bullen’s Marine Railway,
Mr, /Liynch said it was one of the best
on the northwest, and the mafagers
take quite an interest in giving satisfac-
tion. The work done on the two ships,
Highland and Low Wood was very sat-
sifactory. y =
Mr. Lynch has been in the shipbuild-
ing - business for fifty years, and he
stands at the head of his _profession.
Some years ago, St. John, New Bruns-
wick, where his headquarters are, was
the third largest ship-owning port in
the world. Mr. Lynch will remain in
the city for a few days and will then
proceed to Vancouver, on his way home.
B B
MONTH’'S FIRES.

Heaviest Losses for Some Time Occur-
~ red During Month of July.: -

Nineteen alarms were sent in to the
fire department, during the month of
July, the majority for beach and grass
fires. Bathers or picnickers who did not
extinguish their boufires before leaving
camp were responsible’ for these, If
caught, the offenders will be punished,
as fires like these are likely to become
extremely dangerolis. < Thvo fires were
of more than the ordinary extent, Ieigh’s
sash and door factory blaze and the fire
in the basement of the Westside. In
Loth cases, the firemen had a hard fight,
but they managed to prevent the fire
from spreading.

A still alarmion July 4, was the first
one for--the month. < A grass fire in a
field behind S. J. Pitt's premises on St.
Charles street, needed the firemen’s at-
tention, but no damage was done.

An alarm was sent in from box 27 on
July 5. There was a blaze in the stable
on the corner of Government and Dis-
covery streets, but it was extinguished
before any damage could be done.

‘Another still alarm was turned in on
July 6, the fire being on the beach near
the cemetery.

On July 10, there was a small fire in
a cottage on Menzies street. Someone
had set fire to the place, but the blaze
was extinguished before much damage

‘| was done.

On July 11 a beach fire at Foul Bay
was put. out without any loss, On the
same day the firemen went to a house
on Fort street, above Quadra, where
smoke had been issuing from the roof.
There was no loss, : .

A still alarm on July 14 sent the fire-
men to 137 Menzies street. A spark
had set fire to a mantle frame, but no
loss resulted. Wi

On July 17, a grass fire on Simcoe
street, bet‘tvegxkz Montreal and St. Law-
crg?n“}ge‘ra;tfvel *fleiﬁ"t‘e ge wa
place. ‘This was in the basement of the
Westside, and the damage amounted to
about $8,000.

On July 23, tuere was a chimney fire
on the corner of Blanchard and Pioneer
streets, and on the evening of the same
day Leigh’'s factory was burned. The
loss was about $3,000. -

On July 25, there was a grass fire nn
a field at the Work. Estate, and on July
25, another fire at Point Ellice bridge.

‘There were three fires on the 30th.
One was at 34 and 36 Kane street, when
the loss was $500. Another was a roof
fire in the laundry on Broad street,
next to the K. of P. hall, and the third
a grass fire off Dallas road. \

Yesterday there were two grass fires,
one on the Indian reserve and the other
on the Burnside road. i
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| WEEKLY WEATHER SYNOPSIS.
Victorla Meteorological Office, " t h
&i’iy. : oglc: ce, 24th to 30t

The weather throughout the whole of the
past week has been of the general summer
type which is characteristic of this Pacific
coast; barometric pressure. over Brit-
ish Columbia and the adjoining States.
while further to the southward the pres-
sure been low. The rainfall bas n
light and confined almost entirely to the
Cari and Cassiar districts. At Barker-
ville: the fall was under a quarter of an
inch, and at other places the amount was
too small to register. :

Bright, clear and sunny weather has been
the rule with moderate temperatures on
the coast and Lower Mainlahd, but much
warmer in the upper country, especially in
the valley of the ‘Chompson river, the aver-
age of the weekly maximum temperature
at Kamloops: being 80 degrees with a’ ree-
ord of 92 on ‘me-:h({h’lnst. L

The winds have been moderate and chief-
Iy from the southward. becoming stronger
on the 20th and 30th, caused by the cooler
air from the otean moving eastward to the
heated region in the Thompson valley. -

In California and the States of the Plat-
eau district. it has been exceedingly warm
and  dry. In the icramento  vallev  the
temperature reached 108 degrees. East of
the Rockies the weather throughout the
Territories and Manitoba has been fine and
moderately warm, with occasional showers,
and a thunderstorm in Alberta. Tempera-
tures rose on the 29th and 30th ranging
from 80 to 90 degrees. i
Further east at Port Arthur an inch and
half of rain fell on the 26th and 27th,

. flgh th:tn‘rl‘:i 58 hours and 42 (m!}:te:to:
: sunshine e :
possible 112 hours. No rain . fell. '.l;ge
highest temperature,” 88, occurred oun the

30th, and the lowest, 50. on the

At New Westminster t%e‘
ature was 76 on the 28th,

46 on the 24th. Of raln, only a trace fell,

At Kamloops only o trace of rain occur-
red. Hichest temperature 92 on the 30th,
Iowest, 50, on the 28th. iy i
- At Barkerville the rainfall was .24 inch;
highest temperature, 72, on the 30th: low-
est, 88, on the 24th, 25th, 27th and 28th.
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IN PHOBNIX CAMP.

For the first time in the history of the
undary country the largest mines in
this seetion, the Old Ironsides, Knob Hill
and Viectoria, were closed last. Sunday.
The whistle was not blown, and not a
man was kent at work except those need-
ed to keep the machinery and pumps run-|
ning, ete. This new departure will be
the rule in these properties’ hereafter.
Tt -is- und yod that this has always
been the idea of Mr. 8. H. C

a

seven or eight weeks, looking after the |

the men: b‘isy but
“done. |
* Om July 18, the most serious fire ‘took

How the South Pole Ship Is
Equipped for Her
- Task.

From London Daily Mail -

The Discovery, the wonderful ship
which is to bear a gallant company of
Britishers on a voyage of adventure to
the An , is no show boat—exter-
nally at all events, She was built spec-
ially: with a view to a long, stern battle
with the ice, and is more fitted for such
a contest than any ship ever constructed
before her. As we saw her come into
the river with her bows cocked up in
only: ten feet of water, and her sternm,
a queer bulblooking affair, so shaped
y for reasons which the 'Antarc-
tic will provide, she looked more ser-
viceable than pretty.

Go on deck and down below, however,
and one’s wonder is awakened. Her
deck is trim{ and neat, bearing upon it,
mounted on skids, six white boats with
the simple initial “D” upon them in gold
and black. TFixed upon it now is a big
reel containing no less than five miles
of thick, strong wire, and: there is a
winch alongside on which a couple of
miles of it will be wrapped. This is
for the purposes of the scientific persons
who will probe into the depths of the
Antarctic Sea, and then revel, in a
place set apart on deck, among all the
curions specimens, live. and otherwise,
which are dragged from their submar-
ine home. ,

She has triple expansion engines of
570 indicated horse-power on trial, with
150 Ibs. steam pressure, and 95 revolu-
tions, They were built by Messrs.
Gourlay Bros. & Co., of Dundee., In
the designing of her machinery, special
arrangements have been made to com-
pletely drain all water away, so that
there may be  mo  cylinders gfhpipes
broken through frozen water. e pro-
peller, which is two-bladed, ean be read-
ily disconnected from the shafting for
lifting, by taking out a length of shaft-
ing in the engine room and then draw-
ing in the after length into the ship.

The Discovery will carry a most com-
plete and up-toidate electric light plant
into the frozen zone - Tt consists of a
steam engine and dynamo, placed in

cells. . When the ghip is wintering in
the desolate regions of ice, the ecells will
be charged by a dynamo worked from
a windmill placed  either in the fore-
castle or out on the ice.itself, Thus
they will save coal or oil.

An odd thing is that for .a distance
of 30 feet surrounding a central point
upon the bridge there is neither above
nor below a trace of iron or steel.  All
usual ‘metal fittings are made of brass,
while such rigging as would in the or-
dinary course be composed of steel i:
hempen here. This is simply that the
important magnetic observations which
are to be made in the polar regions, and
which will be directed from the central
point referred to, may not to the slight-
est extent be interfered with. . Outside
the radius iron would have no effect.
It is for this reason, as well as to with-
stand ice pressures, that the hull of the
ship is made of wood throughout. The
rules as to the magnetic area work out
oddly, The line of . circumference
passes through the middle of the saloon
where the officers will take their meals,
and when the polar magnetism is being
considered, no member of the expedition
may enter the area with so much as a
steel key in his pockets.

All this is for the perfection of what
may be regarded as the most practical
part of the expedition, for it is hoped
that the result of these investigations
will be such a completer knowledge of
the magnetic conditions of these regions
than we at present pos§ess as will ma-
terially facilitate the navigation of the
southern seas, as in voyages to Aus
tralia, for example. The really practi-
cal value'of the expedition lies in the
magnetic work (with the meteorological
also, of course) en voyage, as the Dis-
covery will keep on the eourse generally
followed by merchant vessels bound te
Australia, on her outward voyage, and
also on her homeward voyage round the
Horn, correcting the now very erroneous
“variations” daily. 1t thas been per-
tinently suggested that some of . the
steamship lines concerned might ‘with a

grace, under these circumstances,
lend a little of the financial assistance
to the expedition of which it stands so
much in need.

The body of the vessel: is entered
through airlocks, the doors of which
have layers of asbestos sandwiched be-
tween two:thicknesses of wood. - Every
precaution will be taken for keeping out
the freezing Antarctic atmosphere from
the interior, for of the many daungers
with which the men of the expedition
will have to contend, the cold is not the
least formidable. Some of the scientific
members are doctors as.well, and one
cabin is set ‘apamt in the ship as a
simple hospital, with a couple of berths
and a few mnecessary fittings. Behind
the cooking range in the galley is a
huge tank, which is there for the simple
purpose of converting ice -into water
for the needs of- those aboard. The
ship carries distilling - apparatus, by
which salt water is made fit for drink-
ing, but there may be a timie when oven
salt water will not be obtainable, As
for food, enough of it in preserved farm
to last for three years will be taken on
hoard in the cotrse of the next week
or two. : :

The long sojourn among thie ice is in
other ways to be made as pleasant as
possible for both officers and erew. The
saloon is to be fitted up with some show
of ornament, and the ship wil carry
quite a pretentious library.  Some of
the officers are making themselves re-
sponsible by way of hobby ‘for some-
f.hing outside their own particular prov-
inces.  Thus Mr. Skelton, the chief en-
gineer, is fitting up the photographic de-
partment and the dark room; and the
library is being  org: | by Lient,
Shackleton, who has already received
gifts of mearly a thousand volumes of
a1l descriptions, many of them presented
by well-known authors. No  distinct
cabin can be spared for a library, and
so’ the roof of the saloon ig lined with
book-racks; more books will be stored
in each officer’s cabin, and the rest will
be packed away in every nook and cor
ner available.  When leisure is to bhe
spent in an even lighter way, musiec will
be available, for a ‘Dundee lady has
presented the commander ‘with a pianola

(and a quantity of musie.

For at least two years—three, it a
few more thousands of pounds ean be
raised—this wonderful ship and her gal-
lant offivers and ecrew will  be alone
among the ice of the Anturctic.

days of July she will

In the closini ]
be loosed from her moorings at the East | Northern

India dock, and will sail away to Mel-
bourne, where she will drop a scientist,

| they “mere.
the better for that, ‘and

the workshop, and a battery of storage |38,

| pensiv

‘Shackleton,

But they are

L -are full of en-
thusiasm and zeal for the work that
lies before them.

look m

‘The ‘crew has been selected chiefly
from the Roy;l«h{::gl service.  About
nine or ten are Royal Naval Reserve
men and merchant service sailors.

' They have all been specially selected |

for physique; constitution, seamanship,
and for their capacity in entertaining
their fello .
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LETTERS 10 THE EDITOR

MR. BODWELL EXPLAINS,

Sir,—~Your correspondent “Fairplay”
is mistaken in his recollection ;}) n{y'
speech in the Victoria Theatre. during
the general election of 1900, I made
only two speeches of any importance in
that campaign—one at Rossland and
one at Victoria. The Victoria meeting
was held the night before the election,
and for that reason, I suppose, there was
no extended report of my remarks in the
C;)ltmxmft l:xfd thﬁ next day. My
at Rosskand, however, was v full
reported in the Miner. . %
On no occasion have I said that the
g:‘lll;;:y coutld not ble) confstructed as a
less enterprise, but I argued, both
at Victoria and Rossland, that it should
not be built as a government work. My
reasons were, that the undertaking would
be expensive—so expensive that the re-
venue .of the countiy would be unduly
hampered in paying the fixed charges on
the cost of construction, and in defray-
ing the expenses of operation, A strong-
er reason than that, however, was that
as a government road the railway would
have no independent eastern connection
and would be starved to death hy the
OCanadian Pacific and other through
lines. The result would be that the peo-
ple would, after a time, become tired
of the excessive charges imposed upnn
them, and the road, after having cost a
very large sum of money, would in the
end be turned over to the C. P. R. on
their own terms, and the last state of
the country would be worse than the
first. As to the cost of construction and
the practicability of the route, my Ross-
land speech is reported as follows:

In this conmection it becomes most im-
portant to consider what will be the
probable cost of the railway. Mr. Martin
in his speeches has given very different
estimates. At one’ time he said the
road would cost $5,000,000, at another
000,000, at another $20.600,000. @
told the truth once when he said he did
not know, (laughter and applause) but
although Mr, Martin has no mmformation
upon this subjeet, there are others who
have, - The Canadian Pacific railway
has a very complete report upon taat
line. It has also been reported upon
for IMr.. Corbin by his .engineers. I
understand: that the Dominion govern-
ment engineers also considered that
route when they were looking for the
line for the construction of the Cana-
dian Pacific. It is a very difficult line
tfo build, There is only one availahle
pass through the Cascade i.nge ana that
is situated about five miles north of the
American boundary and about 46 miles
from Hope. The summit of this pass is
4,200 feet above Hope, and to reach it a
grade of 100 feet per mile will be re-

line must be built along the face of hill-
sides which are very precipitous in many
places. Some idea of what this means
may be obtained from a statement of
the fact that the C. P. R. have only 16
miles of such construetion on each slope
of the Selkirks, and yet their line at
this point is a very difficnlt one to op-
erate. There is algo apother range to
be crossed between the Similkameen and
Okanagan rivers. .

The greatest difficulty, however, is
from the very heavy fall of snow. The
Great Northern railway c¢rosses shis
same range 150 miles further south, and
there the fall every winter exceeds 140
feet. - This tiﬁe t;:olxl-e than 'th;e%n times
as great as all at Rogers’ SS on
the Oanadian ” Pdcific, " where there is
great difficulty in operating the line, al-
though six miles of snow sheds have
been constructed. (The Great Northern
is building a tunnel two and one-half
miles long at a cost of about $3.000.000
for the purpose of, lowering their sum-
mit 3,000 feet' and -thus avoiding the
difficulty from this fall of spow. A simi-
lar tunnel must be built on the proposcd
government road or else ‘about 30 miles
of snow sheds will have to be con-
structed, ;

I have here an estimate prepared by
one of the most comipetent railway engi-
neers in British Columbia as to the prob-
able cost of this road. His estimate is
that at a very moderate rate the cost
of track laying and grading for the 217
miles will be as follows: "
94 miles, mouth of Fraser to Hope 2,935,000
40 miles from summit to Prince-

Sascade range 2 530,000

: -+ 8,557,000

317 g $10,342,000
I said exactly the same thing at the
Victoria Theatre not, of course, in the
same words, but the two speeches ‘were
1dent1_cal in" every matter of substance
on this peint., %) ;s
I did say that from the Boundary dis-
trict, east, it would not be practicable
to parallel the C. P. R, in British Co-
lumbia. territosy. This is probably what
is' in the mind of your correspondent.
The figures which I have quoted above
were furnished to me by an engineer of
very large experience, who is widely
known, and whose name i carry
weight in every part of Canada. He
spoke from knowledge, which he had ob-
tained by personal exploration in the dis-
trict in question. e had access, also,
to reliable data which had .been com-
piled by other engineers. From fifor-
mation which has been since obtained I
think his estimate of the cost is rather
high, and that some of the natural’ dif-
ficulties ma _be oyercome more easily
than he anticipated: ~ One other pass, at
least, is also known which may be avail-

His estimate shows that the cost of the
whole line is about $32,000.00 per mile,
that the mountain section from Hope to
the Summit will cost $50,000,00 a mile,
R Y
. for a ance es,
‘While - these figures -indicate - that the
road would be costly to build, and ex-
to operate, they do not mean
that the scheme is impracticable. In
Peru the Arrg{o railway is successtully
operated though it has 40 miles of a con-
say, the rise is more than 211.2 feet in
every mile. The . P, R. line from
Robson to Grand Forks has cost over
£50,000.00 a mile, and a great dedl of
it has a grade of four per cent. The
grade of the Red Mountain from North-
Densated. . The O, e i Srom Trall to
g O P: R A ‘to

Rossland js: rather more than four per
cent., I think. On the main line, that
cont. grade b slope ot the SeTei

‘nt. grade on pe of the rks.
The maxi mn”n;dez.ot‘ﬂle B & N.
railway is 80 feet to the mile. which is
over one and a_half per gﬂt The Great

or mﬁmﬁf lemﬂ,tw;: nre;‘daﬂz
) es of a two cen
grade in their monmdnaeétn';?r
. As an indication hat can be done |

quired for the whole 46 miles, anid the | P

able if nhecessary. Jinvariably received from t

tinuous four per cent. grade. that is to |t i

Number Given Notice of in Yes-
terday’s Issue of the
Gazette,

and County Courts of
Atlin.

Yesterday’s issue of the Provincial
Gazette contained notice of the follow-
irg appointments:

George David Beadnell, of Denman
Island, M. R. C. 8., to be resident phy-
sician for Denman. and Hornby Islands.
George Arsley Jacobs, of Vancouver,
to be a justice of the peace in and for the
~covinee,

John Stilwell Clute, junior, 6f Ross-
land, barrister-at-law, to be a justice of
the peace in and for the province.
h‘uwarc_] Christopher Musgrave, of
Mount Sicker, Cowichan, to be a justice
of the peace in and for the proviuce,
William Roderick Ross, of Fort Steele,
to be a stipendiary magistrate and to
hold a small debts court in and for the
Fort Steele and Goat River Mining divi-
sions; such appointment to take effect
on the of Au 1901.

‘Matthew John Knight, of New West-
minster, to be bursar.of the hospital for
the insane at the said city.

Andrew Lindsay Smith, of Alberni,
government agent, to be district regis-
trar of births, deaths and marriages in
and for the Alberni electoral district,
vice T. Fletcher, deceased. .

Leslie Taylor Carter, of New York,
U. 8. A, to be a commissioner for tiak-
ing affidavits in and for the courts of
‘British Columbia.

Rowland Brittain, of Vancouver, M.
E., to be a notary publie in and for the
orowvinee.

Henry J. Elliott, of \Montreal, barris-
ter-at-law, to be a commissioner for tak-
ing affidavits in and for the courts of
British Columbia, : ¢

James Watson Devlin; of Golden, to be
a notary public in and for the province.

Bdward Montague Nelson oods, of
Aflin, 8. M., to be a deputy clerk of fiie
peace in and for the county of Vancou-
ver; such appointment to date from the
first day of July, 1901,

It has been ordered that rule of court
No. 736, prescribing vacations, shall not
apply to the Atlin Lake registry of the
Supreme court, nor shall any other rule
of court hibiting the filing, amend-
ing or delivering of any pleading, an-
swer or other document during vaca-
tions established for any other offices
of the court, have any application to ac-
tions, suits or proceedings in the Athin
Lake registry. 4,

All the unappropriated crown lands
sitnated within the boundaries of  the
following, areas have been reserved from
pre-emption, sale, or other disposition,
exceptini; under the provisions of the
mining laws of the province, for two
vears from date to enable the Cassiar
ower & Industrial Company, Limited,
to select therefrom timber limits for
wood pulp and paper manufacturing pur-
poses, as provided by an agreement bear-
ing date the 30th day of July, 1901, viz:
Areas numbered from 1 to 40, inclusive.
upon a chart filed in the lands and works
office {pumbered 4209/01), and thereon
coloréd red, which areas are situated on
the east and west shores of Observatory
Inlet, on both shores of Hastings and
Alice Arms, on the east shore of Port-
land Canal and Portland Inlet, on both
sides of Hutzeymateen Inlet, on the
Naas Bay and .river, and on islands in
said waters: containing in the aggre-
gate about 125 :square miles. = .

The Copper Farm Gold Mining &
Develonment Companv, Limited,  the
Moyie Miners’ union No. T1 of the West-
ern Federation' of Miners,” and the Vie-
toria Stock & Realty Agency, Limited,
have been incorporated. i

'S. 8. Borinsen has heen appointed at-
tarnev for the Bluebell (Rosslan1) Mine,
Limited.

Mine Owners’ Memorial

Statement by the Honorable, the Min-
ister of Mines.

As intimated editorially in the Colonist
yesterday, a 'statement from the Minis-
ter of Mines appears in today’s issue,
with reference to the memorial from the
Mine Onvners’ Association to His Ex-
cellency, the Governor-General. The
Colonist representative waited ‘on the
Honorable Mr. McBride, and obtained
from him his views regarding the same,
.which were cheerfully tendered. =5

“What is your opinion of the action of
g‘he ?1:rovmcial Mine Owners’ Associa-
ion i Hiy

“Well, the - memorial is a document to
which I attach but little importance, but
it is ‘possible were 1 to remain silent in
the maiter certain of the points taken
up which deal directly with my depart-
ment might be misconstrued by the pub-
lic, more especially with reference to
legislation for which I must be held re-
sponsible. There can be no doubt but
that the action of the Association is a
political move mainly directed against
the Provincial government, but in a mild
way against the Dominion government as
well. * T do not hesitate to say that the
Federal authorities will treat the whole
document as so much waste paper, and
that the people .generally “deplore
the step the Association has taken as
unwise and unwarrantable. I have al-
ways understood Mr., Tolmie to be the
official representative of the Mine Own-
ers’ Association, and that gentleman has
i he department
of mines and government offi
most courtesy and consideration,
th“Y 0;;1'1 readers la;e . powdtait)nmgr !v&vith
e various compla made by the Mine
Owners’ Associ and it will be un-
necessary. for m )

I only propose to D
one or two of the matters re:

“ “The eight hour law I do not propose
dwell upon. Altho! very stron Ng?u‘ré?
ed by members of the Mine Owners’ As-
socmt{g!:. this government did",uoti deem

n. ‘interests of the mining
try or the piblic at large that this law
should he disturbed. For one reason
alone, the antagonism that it would
arouse and the embittering of class rela-
tions that would follow, would in them-
a : in-unsettling stable
“do iniuzyi't?o oo g
} ] o the country. - T
tepsion of the eight by g T
ur e -
ed ont in the Colonist, refers to a very
ed with the magnitnde of
the mining industry as to be really no
‘worth' referring to, il ok

mands’ by the pros government .
‘tion comp xﬁmﬁ S S s

ppointments
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in surface employees, as already point- | stro

ited, class tadeed, or 'a fact ad inslgnit | 12
jeant as co 3

“‘Now, taking np the ¢ 5  de- |
b king up unreasonable de

)eiation, in the
al

to, | men-
tion of the unwise technical provisions
in’ The Mines Inspection act, one in-
stance of which is the new code of sig-
nals for shaft hoisting. And it is stated
that this code was framed by parties
not acquainted with mining. Now, in
order that the Ewernmen should not leg-
islate ignorantly on such an important
subject, and without consulting the man-
agers of mines and practical mining men
generally, I had prepared and forwarded
in August, 1900, a circular letter ad-
dr.esseg to all the idd commissioners and
mining recorders thronghout the province
informing them that it was the purpose
of the government to introduce a bill es-
tablishing a uniform ‘code of signals to
be used in all mines in the province, and
asking them to interview mine managers,
and forward suggestions made regarding
the code in guestion, which I may say
is similar to that of Montana, U. 8. A.
They were also requested to bring the
circular to the notice of the executive of-
ficers of Miners’ Unions.
“A very large number of replies were
received from mine manayers, mine own-
ers, miners’ unions and gold commission-
ers, all of whom, with one exception, that
of the manager of the Velvet mine, Ross-
land, were generally favorable to the
legislation proposed. Among these were
E, B. Kirby, of the War Hagle and Cen-
tre Star, the St. Eugene nsolidated
Mining Company, the Rossland ‘Miners’
union, The North Star mine, The City
of Paris, The Majestic Mining Co.,
Boundary, The Iron Colt and Iron Mask
Mines (Rossland), The Pathfinder of
Grand Forks, Alfred Parr (Ymir), The
0O1d Tronsides and Knob Hill and Granby
Consolidated of Phoenix, and The Silver
Cup, Trout Lake. . Nearly all of these
1 may say approved heartily, but in some
instances suggestions, were made for a
change with regard to caution signals,
which were adopted. In this conneection,
Mr. Kirby of the War Eagle was pard
ticularly anxious, i .

“What about the T.e Roi?” interpolat-
ed the reporter. “Did you hear from
that mine?” i i

“Now as to the Le Roi, the Provinecial
Mineralogist informed me that Mr. Ber-
nard MacDonald, the manager, with Mr.
R. F. Tolmie, secretary of the Mine
Owners’ Association. went over every
parts of the code with him clause by
clause, and Mr. MacDonald expressed
his absolute approval of the same.
So you will see that nothing was left un-
done by the mines department to obtain
as 1tuil an expression of opinion as pos-
sible.

“It may be added that the code of sig-
nals received the general endorsation
of the Miners’ Unions. *

“With respect to the taxation of mines,
I do not propose to say anything, as the
Minister of Finance is better able to
deal with that than myself. I may re-
mark, however, that Mr. Tolmie, the sec-
retary of the Mine Owners’ Association,
and other officers of the association, are
perfectly well aware from interviews
that this matter has had the serious con-
sideration of the government, and that
the Minister of Finance has promised
to give his best attention to the adjust-
ment of the incidence of taxation in so
far as at present it may act at all in-
equitably upon the several grades of
mines. I :have looked carefully into the
matter, and 1 find that the restrictions
and impositions ‘complained of by the
Mine Owners’ Association of British
Columbia are as'a matter of fact much
less burdensome than those of almost
any other mining country in the world.
I am perfectly willing to compare our
laws with those of any state in the
Union, or of iSouth America, Australia
or South ‘Afriea: :

‘“So far as ‘the laws are concerned,
nothing has been done by this govern-
ment to alter the status of the mine
owner, or in’ any way to prejudice the
investment of capital. The amendments
made at the last session ‘were few and
with a view to increasing the safety of
mining’ investments, and to encourage
prospecting for placer mines, - :

“The calises’ for any depression which
may exist in the mining industry in
British Columbia, as has been stated,
are not attributable to legislative enact-
ments or restrictions, but to a condition
of things brought about by over-boom-
ing, over-speculation and  over-capitali-
zation of companies. For this mining
promoters and: mining brokers inn the
East and in London are perhaps equally
responsible with. similar persons in this
country; and the money which has been
sunk in alleged mining investments eon-
sists to a very large extent in the buying
of shares in bogus or worthless mining
companies or _in mining stocks which
were manipulated largely in the interests
of mine owners. g

“It is true there has been a suspension
of mining investments in British Colum-

but this state of affairs may be traced
to three causes, which, so to spesak, act-
ed almost simultaneousliy; in 1899 the
labor sitnation was acute, the result of
disputés between employer and employee
with respect to the eight-hour law. This
caused the closing down of a number of
mines in the Slocan and elsewhere, Then
the war broke out, which resulted in an'
increased rate of interest and specula-
tive interest in war contraets, which
caused the withdrawal of large amounts
of available capital, and then the cap-
ping of the climax consisted of the clos-
ing down of the War Eagle mine and the
collapse of its stock. This latter &e:hups
more than anything else shook con-
fidence of the Eastern investor in Brit-
ing properties have been at more or less
of a discount ever since, 3 s

“These are facts within the knowledge
of every person who has paid attention
to the events of the past few years, and
it is therefore very unfair to seek to at-
tribute to this government consequences
over which they could possibly have no
control. . . o
“The Mine Owners, in presenting their
memorial to the Dominion government,
asked for a mining commission to inquire
into the ‘condition of mining, but as will
be observed, there is presented a peculiar
medley of ideas which consists in the
mixing up of certain :
hich, if they ever existed as

‘belo; to - two wholly -

. .of inquiry. The in o

case are of Provincial and the other of
Dominion origin.. Any appeal to the Do-
minion government - to - such
things complained of as the taxation of
mines, the operations of the eight-honr
law, -the fees for company forming and
others must be futile because they are
entirely outside the jurisdiction of the
“The idea of a mining 'commission is
not-a-new one, and ited - the
provincial government, against %}!om the

the

njointly to facilitate the work of
in the taking of evidence and

bia, especially in the southern interior, |

ish Columbia mines and stocks; and min- |

el

um?’

be of very great value,

. “I, personally, am very sorry that tho

Mine Owners have taken the course they
have, not so much from a political point
of view, as from the fact that their re-
presentations can do no good, and, if
anything, will do harm to the industry
represented by them, As Minister of
Mines, it has been my aim to offer every
encouragement possible for investment
of c_apltnl, and to co-operate as far ag
possible with those who have interests in
this country, at the same time endeavo~
g to hold the balances evenly and im-
partially as between the employer and
employee, recognizing that the interest
of the owner is equally important as that
of the other, and that the prosperity of
both is essential to the prosperity of
the coubdtry in general. I believe that
this has been the feeling and policy of
the government as a whole.”

EMPIRE’S NEW
NAVAL BASE

Marquise, Newfoundland, Being
Fortified to Safeguard
British Interests.

Great Britain has fully decided to es-
tablish a naval station in Newfoundland
for the training of young fishermen for
the British navy, and for the better pro-
_Eection of her interests in North Ameris
can waters. The third class cruiser Cal-
ypso, 2,770 tons, has been selected by
the admiralty for special service as a
stationary drill ship and will be station-
ed in Placentia Bay.on the south side
of the island, at a place called Marquise,

The gradual conversion of Marquise
into a great naval stronghold is only a
matter of time and money. The place
is destined to become the rendezvous
for a large British squadron and the new
scheme of Imperial defence provides a
liberal estimate for its maintenance.

A graving dock for the repair of war-
ships will be built, a force of artificers
will be stationed there and while the
machine shops in St. Johns will prob-
ably suffice for present purposes the erec-
tion of others at Marquise must follow
before long, and the establishment of
such a plant would neccssitate the port
being garrisoned.

Tt will serve another important pur-
pose in that it will be made a coaling
station. At present there is no fortified
port save Halifax in the British Atlantic
provinces and there immense stocks are
stored. Sydney, it is true, is the place
whete the coal is mined and there it is
easy to procure stocks in summer; but
for the winter months = it Is icebound.
Placentia Bay contains many splendid
harbors, and is never blocked with ice
floes. Marquise is situated on a splen-
did haven, forming part of ' Placentia
Sound and enclosed between beetling
hills, which rise steeply on every side.
There is ample area to accommodate a
large fleet and a narrow channel which
could be easily defended against hostile
cruisers by a submarine torpedo scheme.
It is capable of being converted into a
magnificent naval stronghold, where a
squadron could ride and merchant steam-
ers seek protection. It lies almost on
the railway line, which connects with ev-
ery part of the island.

The strategic importance of the new
station is illustrated by the fact that
the bay opens out upon the Grand Banks
of Newfoundland and thence upon the
North Atlantic. The squadron stationed
there could dominate a vast sweep of
ocean, and control the water-borne com-

Lawrence to the westward. In fact, the
resent scheme includes a plan for the
irtuat policing 'of “thHe 'North 'Atlantic
ocean in the interest of British com-
merce. Shipping near the British coast
would obtain two days’ protection from
the naval scouts cruising west of Land’s
End. The patrol operating off Cape
Race -would afford another two days’
safety, and would then turn freighters
over to the squadron at Halifax, te
guard -them to their destination. The
only undefended portion of the route
would then be'the one thousand miles
of ‘mid-ocean, and big “cruisers of the
Powerful type would assist considerably
in reducing the dangers associated with
its crossing. At present there is no pro-
tection whatever for shipping on the
Cape Race route, and it is admitted that
a hostile cruiser or two lying off the
south coast of Newfoundland could tie

- indefinitely the whole shipping of

‘But overshadowing all else, the estab-
lishment of the Newfoundland naval
station points to the possibility of trouble
between England and France and the
well determined intention of the former
to capture St. Pierre and Miquelon the
moment war is declared. The little
group of islets known as 8t. Pierre lies
off. the mouth of Placentia Bay, and is
within easy striking distance of Mar-
quise. ¥rom Marquise to MJucion
capital is but eighty miles, and as the
latter port is undefended it could make
no resistance, even to a ship of the Cal-
ypso type. 'The capture of St. Pierre
would be-one of tne greatest strategic
features of a war between France and
Buogland, since it would deprive the for-
mer of her only base of suply for coal
in North American waters, cripple her
eruisers and make Britain  the undis-
puted master in those waters,

‘Of course the French government is
not blind to the danger, and a short time
ago the ¥rench flagawip on the North
| American station visited Placentia Bay,
where Commcdore Hentigue and his staff
landed  at Marquise and inspected the
situation of the proposed British station.
They made a tour of the surrounding
country and their launches sounded in

e offing until they must have a good

wledge of the port.
't St. Pierre, too, they have made pre-
W'&Qﬁ‘ defence. The authorities

ve accumulated a large stock of mili-
Tary munitions there, and an effort has
been made to enforce conscription among
the adult males and drill them as a town
guard. But as they are nearly all fisher-
auen, who for seven or eight months ol
the year are away on the Grand Banks,

scheme is not very successful.
he new naval reserve movement is
being very well received in Newfound-

_|land, of whose total population of 200,
000, fully one-third are directly engaged
|in the fisheries,

g 3, and of these the admiral-
ty calculates to enroll in the reserves
,000 young men, These fisher folk are
of a higher type of seafarers than the
sh' naval recruits, for they learn
in the school of experience,
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