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A GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT.

The news received yesterday afternoon
from Ottawa as to the result of the
Columbia & Western’s application fora
charter, and the biiter eontroversy be-
tween its promoters and those of the
Vancouver, Victoria & Eastern, created
a profound feeling of disappointment.
People did not stop to ask who was to
blame. The fact that there was to be no
railway construction between the Colum-
bia and Penticton this year, and the
meagre details which suggested that the
project had received a blow from which it
might not recover in some time, simply
stunned the public. Many harsh criti-
cisms were made, and some names came
in for very severe handling. If the CoLon-
1sT this morning voiced the sentiment
of the street, as expressed last night, it
would say some things that perhaps it
is better to leave unsaid for the present.
Comment can wait until details have
been received; but the case is clearly
one calling for very plain treatment.
‘We do not wish, however, to lay any
blame where it does not belong, or to
shield anyone who ought to be held up
for public condemnation, and therefore
shall wait until fall particulars are forth-
coming. Then we hope to be in a posi-
tion to treat, as they ought to be treated,
those who are responsible for this great
disappointment,

THE LAW OF PROSECUTION.

‘The Rossland Miner complains of the
way in which the affairs of a certain
mining company havé been managed,
charges that there has been gross rascal-
ity and calls upon the Attorney-General
to have the promoters prosecuted. If
the Attorney-General does not do this
we suppose the next thing will be to
charge him with gross neglect of duty.
The Miner concludes its article by say-
ing that if it has not, told the Attorney-
Geaeral enough to warrant him in
taking action it will furnish what fur-
ther information may be necessary.

The Miner is 8o very earnest in this
matter that it must think it has a good
case, and it presumably has, or it would
hardly venture to make the sweeping as-
sertions in which it has indulged. Baut
in giving it credit for perfect good faith
in the premises, one must qualify his
appreciation of its knowledge of the At-
torney-General’s duties. If the pro-
moter of & mining company makesg false
representations with intent to defraud,
the commits an indictable offence; but
the Attorney-General cannot be expect-
ed'to take official cognizance of state-
ments made in a newspaper. The case
as.stated in the [Miner is not clear of
doubt as to the facts. Possibly it is one
where criminal proceedings would be
warranted ; possibly it is a matter to
be dealt with on ‘the civil side
of the Court; possibly it is simply an

eordinary speculative transaction, where
the injured party has no remedy at law.
We express no opinion on the matter,
for we are without facts on which to base
an opinion. The point that we want- to
bring out is that an unfortunate conclu-
sion of & mining or any other specula-
tion may come under either one of the
above three heads, and it is for the per-
sons aggrieved to decide, as best they
car, what course they shall take. If
they are advised that the best course is
to prosecute criminally, they do not have
to ask permission of the Attorney-Gen-
eral. The-_courts are open to
them. They can. lay information
before a magistrate; they can have
the eyvidence taken; the magistrate
will bind the accused over for trial if a
prima facie case is made' out; the judge
who holds the next assizes will have the
matter brought under his notice; if he
thinks it a proper subject for investiga-
tion he will submit it to the Grand Jury;
that. body will find an indictment if it
thinks proper, and the Attorney-General
or some one representing him must pro-
secute the indictment, no matter what
his own viewe may be in the matter.

The Miner must not confound the con-
ditione in this Province with those exist-
ing in the State of Washington, where
the prosecuting attorney says who shal
and who shall not b& proceeded against.
Arty resident of  British Columbia, tem-
porary or otherwise, who believes that a
person has committed an indiciable
offence can set the machinery of the law
in motien. =

—_—— 2
SOME COMPARISONS
OF DISTANCE.

The Oregonian characterizes as ** in-
teresting, if true,”” the statement of the
Covrontse that, if a railway, is built to
Fort Churchill on Hudson’s Bay, it will
afferd much the shortest route from
Portland to' Great Britain. It is true
enough, as can be eagily demonstrated,
Thus:

7 Miles,
From Fort Churchill to Edmonton. :1,000
Edmonton to 8helby Junction..... 405
Shelby Junction to Portland

Fort Churchill to Portland. ... .2,266
The distance from Portland to Chicago
via the Great Northern railway is 2,335
miles, that is- to_say the traveler from
Portland to Great Britain would be far
out of sight of land on the bosom
of Hudson’s Bay before a traveler

and his ocean steamer, so that when the
traveller via Churchill had covered the !
eame distance’as the man via Chieago
and'New York would have to go-toget
to hisship, he would be 981 miles on his
ocean journey; that is to say he wonld
be out at the mouth of Hudson’s Strait
in latitude 60 degrees, and longitude 60

ydegrees west. New York is in longitude

74 degrées west, and the latitude ot
Sandy Hook, the point of departure for
European steamers, is 40 degrees 30 min-
utes north. Liverpool is approximateli
in 53 degrees 30 minutes north latitude
and 2 degrees 45 tninutes west
longitude. Therefore the saving in
distance  between  Portland and
Liverpool via Fort Churchill and Hud-
son’s Strait as against Portland to Liv-
erpool via Chicago and New York would
be, . approximately, the difference in
the mileage from a point in latitute 60
degrees N., and longitude 60 degrees
W. to one in 53 degrees 30 minutes N.,
and 2-degrees 456 minutes W., and that
from a point in 40 degrees 30 minutes N,,
and longitude 74 degrees W. to one in
53 degrees 60 minutes N., and 2 degrees
45 minutes W. There would be fewer
degrees of longitude to cross on the Hud-
gon’s Bay route from the mouth of the
Strait than from San®y Hook, the differ-
ence, being 14 degrees, and the degrees
of longitnde are shortér on - the
northern than on the southern route.
On the northern route there would be
only 6)¢ degrees gouthing to make to
reach Liverpool against 13 degrees
northing on the southern route. The
Oregonian, if so disposed, can figure
this out in mileage for itself, When it
has done so it will discover that for any
point on the North American continent:
North and West of Omaha, the distance
to Great Britain is shorter via Hudson’s
Bay than py any other possible route.

THE TRIUMPH OF OBSTRUCTION.

The situation in regard to railway con-
struction '~ from the Columbia west,
which resulted in such a miserable
fiasco, seems to have been as follows:

The Dominion Government had de-
cided to grant such a subsidy for a road
from the Columbia to Penticton as
would, with the aid given by the Prov-
ince, have warranted the Columbia &
Western Railway Company in proceed-
ing forthwith to construct the line.
Although a subsidy had been given by
the Provincial Legislature for a iine
from Penticton to the Coast, the Domin-
ion Government was not willing to
supplement this, so that while up to
day before yesterday there was an ex-
cellent prospect of the construction of a
line at once from the Columbia to Pen-
ticton, there never was any chance of
federal aid being granted at present . for
a line from the Columbia to the Coast
and therefore no chance of its construc-
tion.

This was the dominant factor in the
case. The next most important factor
was that the promoters of the Columbia
& Western railway were financially in a
position to accept such subsidies as
would be forthcoming and carry through
the work successfully ; but the promoters
of the Victoria, Vancouver & Eastern
railway have nevér given any evidence
of financial ability, and if they had re-
ceived the subsidies would yet have had
to go into the money market and
dispose of their charter and subsidies to
someone who would undertake the work.

In the course of the discussion before
the railway committee, the Minister of
Railways is reported to have said that he
did not see how there could be any
amalgamation Yetween the two compan-
ies above referred to. It is certainly
very clear that such an amalgamation
would be utterly inconsistent with the
existing conditions, as stated above.
The Government was not prepared to
discuss plans for a road from Kootenay
to the Coast, and it would be idle to
discuss amalgamation between a pro-
ject which the Government would favor
and one that it would not favor. If it
be said that the Victoria, Vancouver &
Eastern people were willing to accept a
Dominion charter that would authorize
them to build from the Columbia to the
Penticton and stop there, and they must
have been willing to do this or they
would not have sought to secure the Do«
minion subsidy for such a line or, failing
that, to amalgamate with another com-
pany that could secure it, then the case
takes on a new complexion emntirely.
Dr. Milne and thosg working with him
have pretended that their great object
was to secure the immediate construction
of a road from the Coast to the Koote-
nay, but we find them at Ottawa striv-
ing for authority to build and 4 subsidy
or building a line whith would come no
further West than Penticton, the sub-
sidy being offered after a distinct state-
ment by the Ministry that no aid would
be granted for some years for an exten-
sion of the line to the Coast.

Under the circumstances above . recit-
ed, which we believe are ‘absolutely ac-
curate, the unfortunate strife at Ottawa
has been between two concerns to build
the same piece of road, and at no time
has the construction of a line from Pen-
ticton to the Coast been in the minds of
any one. Dr, Milne and his associates
received a certain amount of sympathy
here and in Vancouver, because it was
believed they were fighting the battles

the Columbia & Western, and to get a
charter and Dominion subsidy for the
same piece of line for themselves, In
view of the fact that they were admit-
tedly without the financial support that
would have enabled them to build the
road if they had secured the charter,
the Dominion subsidy snd the $4,000
a milé provincial subsidy for the line
from Penticton to Boundary Creek, if
people apply a harsher term to their
conduct than we have thought well to
use, Dr. Milne and his associates will
have no canse toeomplain. It must ter-
tainly be admitted that Dr. Milne and
his associates have been obtaining sym-
pathy on false pretences, for they could
not have had the least expectation of re-
ceiving assistance that would have en-
abled them to build .a railway from
Kootenay to the Caast.

The effect of this miserable business
will be felt in several directions. At
least a million dollars could have been
expended on the construction of the
Columbia & Western this year, if the
project had not been blocked, and this
would have meant much for the whole
of British Columbia. The construction
gf the road would have brought thous-
ands of prospectors and others into the
country along its line. The Coast cities
would have benefited largely by this!’
It would have given a needed impetus to
every line of business. It would have
given work to hundreds of idle men. A
few days ago our people were feeling in
the highestdegree hopeful over the early
beginning of this road and its rapid com-
pletion. They realized that it would se-
cure them the growing trade of the Boun-
dary Creek country, which now will like-
ly be tapped by an American railway
and be diverted to Spokane and elge-
where. Even from the comparatively
narrow point of view of the provincial
revenue the inception of work on this
line would have meant considerable, for
it would have undoubtedly converted
the deficit of $24,000 on the year’s oper-
ation of the Shuswap & Okanagan rail-
way into a surplus. Looked at in every
way the construction of this road this
year meant very much t? us all.

The project has been blocked. Who
bas gained anything by the blocking?
No one except President Corbin of the
Spokane & Northern, whose engineers
arenow on Sheep Creek looking for a
route whereby they can find a line into
Boundary Creek. Dr. Milne has not
gained anything, and until we get a
glimpse at that paper, which he signed
and then repudiated, we shall not know
if he even stood the slightest chance of
gaining anything. Mr. Heinze’s plans
have been interrupted. But who profits
by this? There has been an unreasoning
cry against Mr. Heinze’s being allowed
to build the road. We do not hear any-
thing of that now. In a moment the
idea has
mind that 1t was a matter of perfect in-
difference who built the railway, pro-
vided it was built without too great a
cost to the public. Now that it is too
late, people are beginning to realize how
they were misled into supposing that the
Victoria, Vancouver and Eastern people
could accomplish the impossible, and
into believing that Dr. Milne and those
who worked with him to defeat the Co-
lumbia & Western and secure for them-
selves authority and subsidy for the
same road, and for not a mile more,
were acting in the public interest.

The Times of last evening printed
the following dispatch from Ottawa:

The agreement which Dr. Milne signed
was to the effdct that the Columbia &
Western would pay over $12,500 after the
subsidy and charter was awarded to
them ; that $11,500 more would be paid
when the road reached Boundary Creek ;
$11,000 when itgot to Penticton ; $10,000
when it reached Hope; $10,000 more
when it got to the Coast. The Columbia
& Western promoters hold that this is
the agreement which Dr. Milne refused
to stand by.

If this is correct Dr. Milne stands in a

‘position that is certainly an unenviable
one. It is not easy to find words to pro-
perly characterize his conduct. Itisnot
much easier to know what to say of the
British Columbia members of the House
of Commens, who aided and abetted him
in his plans. The Times expresses the
hope that the agreement may have been
‘‘gtrictly honorable.”” We are not dis-
posed to listen to any quibbling on that
score. Weonly know, presuming the
dispatch to be correct, that the construc-
tion of a railway from the Columbia to
Penticton, the opening of one of the fin-
est sections of the province immediately
by rail, the shortening of the distance
from the Coast to the mining country,
and all the other benefits that would
have flowed from this railway, have been
sacrificed in order that some one, honor-
ably or otherwise, might make a few
thousand dollars. Interviews, which we
print to-day, show that the trade of Vic-
toria has already suffered more than the
migerable pittance for which the oppon-
ents of the Columbia & Western were
working.
We are not without a hope, which is
strengthened by the brief interview with
the Hon. Mr. Turner, that a way may be
found to prevent the lamentable effects
of the selfish policy that has prevailed at
Ottawa during the last few days.

TrroUGH the courtesy of Thomas

of the Coast cities for direct eonnection'Earle, M.P., the CorLoNIisT is able to |
with Kootenay. The facts as they are print to-day the regulations governing
above set forth show that eo far from placer mining in the Yukon, This will

from the gsame city would reach|doing this Dr. Milne and his associates be read with a great deal of intcrest by

Chicago. But at Chicago our traveller

were seeking simply to block Mr. Heinze everyone interested in that part of the

would yet be 912 miles fro n New York ; and his asgociates in the construction of Dominion,

' TRADE, WITH JAPAN.

There is a good deal of feeling in Japan
over the treatment accorded that coun-
try by the Dingley tariff, and our ad-
vices are that it is likely to find expres-
sion in a very practical manner. Japan
wants trade, Her people believe that
they are destined to occupy a conspicu-
ous place commerelally, and it they find
the doors of any country shut againgt
them they will, if pessible, seek to dis-
cover openings elsewhere. J apan has
dealt very largely with the United
States, and seemed disposed to give that
coantry some preferences, not in the way
of treaty concessions, but simply in an
ordinary commercial way, Japanese
business men eeeming to exhibit a de-
sire to cultivate cloece relations with
United States business men. The trade
between the two countries is in a very
healthy condition, and exhibits every
prospect of rapid and permanent growth.
The Dingley tariff will certainly inter-
rupt this. At least such istheview held
by those in Japan who are ina position
to judge accurately of the situation. A
correspondent of the CoLon1sT, who is in
a position to speak with a good deal of
authority as to the intention of the
Japanese, writes as follows:

As there iz general excitement in
Japan over the United States govern-
ment attempting to put heavy duties on
Japanese goods, it appears to me that
our people in the way of retaliation are
determined to try to trade with Canada
instead of with the United States, as
they have done for the last thirty-five
years.

This is an interesting statement, and
the source from which it comes makes it
especially valuable. We hope to see
such a policy prevail in Canada that no
obstacle will be thrown in the way of
the rapid expansion of our commercial
relations with the Island Empire of the
Orient.

TuE United States battleship Oregon
is to be with us during the Jubilee cele-
bration. We are sure that this courtesy
on the part of our neighbors will be
greatly appreciated, not only here, but
throughouf Canada and in Great Britain
as well. We express the feeling of the
people of Victoria when we say that if
Admiral Palliser can see his way clear
to sending the Imperieuse to Seattle to
|take part in. the celebration there on
July 1,2 and 3, he will do an act which
will add much to the very kindly feel-
ings existing between the people of the
State of Washington and those of Bri-
tish Columbia. We make this sugges-
tion without, of course, knowing what
rules govern the movements of ships of
the royal navy in matters of this kind.

Brr1ise CoLumBIA newspapers should
be very careful how they speak about
mining propositions that are put upon

8 brought home to everyope’s, the London market. We have lately

| observed in a London . paper some ex-
tracts from an irresponsible British
Columbia paper derogatory of a new and
important enterprise. These may do no
great amount of harm, but such things
make the financing of legitimate enter-
prises needlessly difficult. It is time
that the small trick, so popular with
some people in this colintry, of trying to
block every undertaking was dropped
for good.

TrE Boundary Creek Times continues
to harp on the Ruckles’ case. The un-
important fact that this case was in-
vestigated by a committee of the legis-
lature and reported on favorably to the
land department is carefully suppressed.
Why does not the Boundary Creek
Times tell its Teaders that the Ruckle
Brothers were awarded, and accepted,
$100 for any claim they might have to
the lot in question?

THERE ig a little local jealousy in the
Kettle River country as to the best lo-
cation for the registry office. We sup-
pose there would be the same sort of
feeling no matter where the office should
be located. Every townsite owner thinks
his particular plat the centre of the
universe. We reproduce the comments
of the Grand Forks Miner on this sub-
ject.

ENGINEERS and other mechanics: are
leaving Ohio for England in the hope of
getting work. The special correspon-
dent of the New- York World not un-
natnrally asks, after relating several in-
stances and referring to others: ¢ Is
there a thoughtful man or womian in the
United States who can read these facts
without emotion ?”

THE paragraph in the Times of night
before last relating how a C.P.R. official
caught smallpox, presumably from some
Chinamen who had been through the
William Head guarantine, simply sup-
ports the position taken by the leading
British authorities, that quarantige is
not really a protection.

One Honest Man.

Dear Editor.—Please inform your readers,
that if written to confidentially, I will mail
in a sealed letter, particulars of a genuine,
honest, home cure, by which I was per
manently restored to health and manly
vgor, after years of suffering from ner-
vous debility, weakness, losses, and weak
shrunken parts. I was robbed and
swindled by the quacks, until I nearly lost
faith in mankind, but thank heaven,T am
now well, vigorous and strong and wish to
make this certain means’ of cure known to
all sufferers. I have nothing to sell and
want no money, but being a firm believer
in the universal brotherhood of man, I am
desirous of helping the unfortunate to re-
gain their health and happiness. I promise
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GRAND FORKS MINING DIVISION,

The Boundary Creek Times in its last
issue sets up a horrible wail about the
establishment of the Grand Forks min-
ing division, claiming that the boun-
aries were established against the
wishes of the majority of the residents
of this section, “ The Times must not
forget that the people of Greenwood
form but a small portion of the residents
of this district. The boundaries of the
Grand Forks mining district are estab-
lished in the most natural place for
them, the watershed of the district be-
ing the most natural dividing line ob-
tainable. Greenwood, Wellington, Sum-
mit and Pass Creek are and always have
been naturally tributory to ~Grand
Forks, no matter what the residents of
the other parts of the district may say,
and the government in establishing the
boundaries of the new division have
shown their appreciation of this fact.
The Times’ wail savors somewhat of
green-eyed jealousy.— Grand Forks
Miner.
SOUND, BUT LATE.

The aim of the West is to work cor-
dially with the East, and in this lies the
hope that in whatever degree of pros-
perity one section epjoys the entire prov-
ince will be the gainer. It is only by
working hand-in-hand and shoulder-to-
shoulder that the object all havein view

Vancouver World.

OUTPUT OF OUR MINES.
We desire to call attention to the fact
that the Rossland camp shipped and
milled last week 1,585 tons of ore, which
is at the rate of about 80,000 tons a year.

—general prosperity—can be attained.— | Parker?” asked Wicks,

we will produce it at the rate of at least
150,000 tons a year. Nor is all this jore
from one mine, as is sometimes charged.
The product last week was from seven
mines.—Rossland Miner.

—— e
BY WAY OF VARIETY.

¢ Mrs, Tavernlate, why are you walking
around in the snow at this hour of the
night?”” ¢ I’'m making footprints so that
my old man will find his way home from
the saloon.”—Fliegende Blaetter.

Attorney—It seems to me that the plain-
tift has a clear case for breach of promise
against you. You say she has all your
letter? Defendants—Yes; but that’s all
right. I wrote them with a patent, in-
delible ink.—Puck.

Fair Defendant in Cause Celebre (reading
report of yesterday’s proceedings)—The
idiots. There's no trusting one’s reputa-
tion with these newspapers.  They describe
my heliotrope poplin as pure alpaca with a
muslin frill.—Punch.

The Objector—But Movem doesn’t know
a thing about what our district needs.
What’s the use of sending him to Wash-
ington? The Backer—Why, man alive,
didn’t he win three medals for chess play-
ing in Illinois last year?—Cincinnati Com-
mercial.

I want a poster got out,”” said the com-
mercial gentleman. ‘ Certainly,” said the
artist. ‘*Iget them upin three effects—
the opium, the lobster and ice cream supper
and the Welsh rabbit. Which will you
bhave?” Iudianapolis Journal.

“Do vou have mice in your house.
‘“ Yes—lots of
’em,’”” said Parker. ‘* What en earth do
you do for them? I'm bothered to death
y them at my house.” ‘ What do I do
for ’em ?”’ said Parker. “ Why Ido every-
thing for them—provide ’em with a home,
plenty to eat and so forth. What more can
they expect ?"’—Harper’s Bazar.

‘ Poor Madge! Before her husband failed

We desire to say further that the Ross-

land camp will come very hear doubling

you perfect secrecy. Address with stamp: | this tonnage before the close of the pre- ; )
VJ)M. sent year, that is, instead of producing [ thing less than a trolley car.’—Indianapis
. P.0. Box 59, St. Henri, Que ! ore at the rate of 80,000 tons per year  Journal.

she used to drive such an elegant turnout.”
* Yes, and now she has a bicycle and u
bloomer suit, and won’t turn out ror any-
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to the Senate by K
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The Islands to Be
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ture and Presiden
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# 7 desire to announce tha

to stay here all summer #
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a very long document.

historical facts concernin
and showed that the Unit
Hawaili yearly grow more
to each other. The annd
islands, he said,and maki
of the United States woul
ance with the established
country.”
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fact that a legitimate and
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icy the annexation was g
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and guaranteed the au
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annexation in 1893, while
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government to negotia
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reignty of the islands.

The treaty proved to be
ment of six articles, based]
details upon the treaty
Hon. John W. Foster d
ministration of President
islands are ceded pract
conditions, leaving the U
pursue its own course wi
their management. Th|
reads as follows:
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everything now, he will
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