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A Fair Warning.

Mr. Winston Churchill, who promises
to became the enfant terrible of British
new bone of
He

politics, has thrown a

scontention into the party arena.

announces that if Campbell-Banner-

man forms a government, no policy of

imperial preferential +trade, involving

taxation on food, will be considered by
the representatives of Great Britain in
the colonial conference of 1907.

A storm of protest has broken out
in the Conservative press. Tbhe Lon-
don Express calis it a case of “colonial
Ppainter cutting,” and “merely repeat-
ing the folly which lost the American
colonies.” The Edinburgh
8ays that Churchill has not removed
the impression that the present Govy-
ernment is out of sympathy with the
colonies. Mr. Chamberlain has yct to
be heard from. No doubt Churchill
has given him an opening of which he
will take full advantage.

The Churchill
cause no surprise
in this country. The Liberal party in
Great Britain is fighting on a
trade platform, and even the titular

Scotsman

will
or disappointment

pronouncement

free

leader of the Conservative party, Mr.
Balfour, declares against the taxation
of food.
fair
relations cannot

Canadians have been given
warning
be expected from a
iberal Government in Great Britain,

~ and this warning has been merely
couched in official and authoritative

form by the Under Secretary for the |

Colonies. It is a candfd step: candid
toward beth the British people and
of the If the
Liberal-party ‘is- returned to power, it
will have a

the people colonies.

mandate
volves taxation on food. It

spect the will of the people.
colonial representatives will

must re-

not go
irto the approaching conference under
any The colonial

delusion. advocates

of an imperial preference will be dis- |

appointed, but they have no right to
quarrel with the
British electors.

British

of
will
ground

judgment
Neither
have

the
of

pecple any

complaint against tariff legislation by !

Canada, or any other colony, even to

the extent of canceling any I)rm‘mw-nce;

upon British imports, though in Can-
ada s case there is no such intention,
no matter
~country
the various

what course the
take. The
units of the
be on a basis of perfect

"__each unit. Perhaps_the

mother
of
will

may relations

empire

empire will

‘survive under these conditions, as well |

s under any cther. Churchill may be

Fright when he says thére is no need to
get ‘nervous and jwmpy” over

Prospect.

the

A Costly Enterprise.

A monstrous scheme” is the term

fpplied to rural mail delivery by Gen-
eral Rush C, Hawkins, in the North
American

1897

Review. The system

at the behest, he

claims,

olitical spoilsmen, who

discovered in
~a new and promising field for pull

and patronage.

Mwas a very much astonished man when!
,to)d that he was to get free delivery,!
mnd had never “dreamed that he was |

Peing deprived of any rights. This is

®ow the sysicm has grown:
Routes in
Appropriations. Operation.
40,000 44
50,000 148
150,000 391
450,000
1,750,000
3,993,740
8,054,400
12,621,700
General Rush quotes the

4,301

8,466
15,119
24,566
following

tract from the report of the Postmas- |

r-General of the United States for

“The number of pleces of mail col-
lected during the fiscal year was
133.083,351. The value of stamps can-
celed on maill collected by
carriers amounted to $2.601,815 28, and
the pay of carriers for that perlod

‘ aggregateq $12,122,725 20.”
/ This cost relates to carriers only—
PI. pay of superintendents, rural
gents, per diem agents, clerks at di-
fon headquarters, and various other
anployes, and the expense of maintain-
the bureau crganization, are not
Ineluded. The cost of these items is es-
imated at $798,973, making the total
for the year $10,319,884 82. At the
time there are in operation 33,-
{900 routes, and there are enough more
-8ight to carry the number up to 60,-
This will mean an outlay of $38,-
88,800, Insuring a deflcit of 28,851,000.
O Rush gives figures to show the
alwart Republican states capture
nost of the grants. He alleges that
system has had a bad effect on pub-
¢ morals, as a candidate for Congress

Judged by his ability to get matl

outes. “Of all the political machines,”
he adds, “ever set In motion for the ad.
atage of self-seeking politicians, the

presdll

)

that preferential trade |

to oppose anyf
scheme of preferentia] trade which in- |

The |

the:‘

freedom for |

began '

of |

The farmer, he says,|

1,276 |

rural |
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rural free delivery shows promise of
being the most far-reaching and potent
in its malignant results. At the pres-
ent rate of increase, or even much less,
we may safely by 1915 count upon there
being 100,000 routes in operation, whose
carriers and other employes, If so gdis-
posed, would be able to control, besides
their own, 500,000 other votes. This
newly-organized political spoilsman
force, acting with others already in ex-
istence, would constitute a unit of
power, which would be irresistible.”
Probably General Rush has not taken
a strictly unprejudiced view of the
question, and his language may be|
stronger than the facts warrant; buti
the official figures are impressive. The |
farmers of Canada, who are the aggres-
slve champions of economy, would be
the last class to urge a policy which
would necessitate an increase of taxa-
tlon. This is a country of great dis-
tance¢ and sparse population, and the
cost of rural mail delivery would be
relatively higher than in the more
thickly-settled states of the TUnion. |
It would be impossible to restrict the
system to a limiteg area; every district
would claim the same privilege, and
there would be a repetition of the ex-
perience of the United States. The re-
sult of the experiment there so far lsi
not such as to encourage us to copy it. |
It will be well to watch it for some
years before making a decision.

The British Woolen Industry.

The Advertiser acknowledges the

recelpt of four volumes from the Cham-

berlain tariff commission, containing
[ 1ts reports on the woolen, hostery, lace
{and carpet industries. These volumes
| are put together in attractive and dur-
iable form, the typography being
iespeoially fine. Each report includes a |
|mass of testimony given by manufac-|
| turers in the branches of the textile{
It would be’}
| a surprising thing if any class of men
ishould express perfect satisfaction with
| the conditions of thelr particular busi-
ness. Human naturs is
grumble, and the majority
before Mr.

| trade under Investigation.

|
prone to |
of wimosses;
Chamberlain’s tariff com-
'mission have dismal tales of declining
trade, foreign competition, loss of mar- |
kets, etc. The Canadian tariff commis-}
sion has heard the same story from?
many Canadian producers in this sea-f
son of plenty and prosperity, and it is‘
probably equally safe to discount this|
calamity talk in the cld ecountry. ,In‘
their summary of the evidence the;
clalm that the British|
woollen industry has detericrated in
late years from two causes; the olos-]‘

ing of foreign marketg by tariffs, and |

commissioners

jthe Increase of foreign competition in!
the British market. The cheap fancy‘;
tweed trade has been seriously injuredi
In the markets of Europe, but “has‘
been greatly ifmproved,” the com-|
missioners find, ‘“under the in-

of the Canadian prefer-!
Probably this report in- |
|spired Mr. Chamberlain in his speechI
| the other day at Leeds, a center of the;
textile trade, to say that the city should?
support his policy as it would give the}
British woollen industry “command” of |
the market. These
not pleasant words in the ears of!
Canadian woollen

fluence
'ence.”

growing Canadian
are
! the manufacturers, t
| who are very lugubrious over Britishj
T(-ompo(ition and the most persistent |
suitors for tariff favors. It is <‘uri‘ous‘i
to note that they are always emph:nlc;
|in denying that their alleged Lroubles“
are In any way due to inferior equjp-f
ment or management; while the Cham- {
| berlain comimissioners report that thef
British woollen makers “maintain that |
thelr mills are better equipped than!
those of the United States or Canada.” |
It is unfair to attempt to beguile the!
{ Yorkshiremen into the belief that if
Mr. Chamberlain succeeds they will|
tommand the Canadian market, as if
the Canad»ia.n woollen industry were a
| negligible  quantity., The Canadian
| Government, in its mercy for consum-
ers, has not yet framed a tariff satis-
factory to the Canadian woollen men.
To frame one satisfactory to both
British and Canadian woollen interests
would be a task beyond the powers of
Canadian statesmanship. If Mr.
Chamberlain can do it, he is an even,
| 8reater man than is commonly sup- |
i posed.

The Ontario Government intends to
i increase Toronto’s representation in the
fLegislature, thereby enlarging RBRoss
i\'esbitt's sphere of operations.

| A slight earthquake tremor was felt
[ yesterday In the Niagara Peninsula. It
|1s thought that Niagara power was
| merely throwing out a hint of its capa-
bilities.

8ir Conan Doyle, an Irish Roman
éCatholic, is running in Scotland on an
anti-home rule platform. This is an
Ingenious situation, worthy of the

author of Sherlock Holmes,

The New York stock market has re-
covered its equilibrium, much to the
disappointment of Tom Lawson. He
may be sincere in his attack on the
“system,” but many people are out of
pocket by following his misleading ad-
vice, and unloading their stocks on a
rising market. In sporting parlance,
Lawson is a “busted phenomenon.”.

United States Secretary Root is
credited with a desire to clear up all’

| motion,

| “making good.”

disputed matters with Canada. It is
to be hoped that scme day this task
will be accomplished. We have pgot
rid of land boundary disputes.
Now the water boundaries are in
question,

The Loondon Morning Post, the organ
of British snobocracy, is talking
through its tall silk hat when it says
Canada will fly into the arms of the
United States if Chamberlain is de-
feated, by giving the Americans the
benefit of her minimum tariff if they
offer her favors in return. If the Post

i had followed Canadian affairs it would

not fall into this stupid blunder. The
new Canadian tariff will provide for a
preference on British goods, below the
minimum tariff.

Soft Soap.
[Philadelphia Press.]

“Yes, dear,” said the petted young wife,
exumlfung her Christmas gift, “these dia-
mond earrings are pretty, but the stones
are awfully small.”

““Of course, my dear,” replied the diplo-
matic husband, ‘‘but if they were any
larger they’d be all out of proportion to
the size of your ears.”

The Martyr.
[Brooklyn Eagle.]

Polly—So Mrs. Highmere’'s husband has
developed bad habits. How did you hear
about it? et

Dolly—Oh, Mrs. Highmere invited us all
to an afternoon tea, so she could tell us
how she suffered in silence.

Less Discord.
[Philadelphia Press.]

‘““Has that girl next door to you still got
her parlor melodeon?” ;

‘““No, she exchanged it for a cornet, I'm
glad to say.”

““But, gracious, if she plays the cornet
that's worse, isn’'t it?”

“Not at all. It's only half as bad. Sh'e:a
can’t sing while she’s playing the cornet.

The Heart of Man.

[Owen Meredith.]

I am part of the things I despise,

Since my life is bougd by their common
span;

And each idler I meet in square or street

Hath within ©im what all that's outside
him belies:

The miraculous, infinite heart of man,

With its countless capabilities.

The sleekest guest at the general feast

That at every sip, as he sups, says grace,

Hath within him a touch of the untamed
beast,

And change of nature is change of place.

Costly Beds for Royalty.
[London Tatler.]

A certain hotel in New York boasts of
a bed worth £2,50. It is by no means the
most costly in existence, which distinction
belongs to one in St. Petersburg, present-
ed by the Shah of Persia 70 years ago to
the then Czar. It i{s made of crystal, cut
from a solid block, and is ornamented with
silver. It is provided with steps of blue
glass, and a fountain throws streams of
scented water in the alr. One of the
native Indian rulers owns a musical bed;
the weight of the body sets the works in
and it plays for half an hour
before the repertoire is exhausted, while
life-sized figures of Grecian maidens at
the head and foot of the bed finger string-
ed instruments. Fans are waved by a con-
cealed motor, which keeps them going the
whole night long.

An Expressive Idiom.

[Success.}
Once in a while a bit of slang is so

! expressive that it becomes incorporated

into the language as an allowable idiom.
One of the most striking of these is
It has come to have not
simnply a general but a specific meaning,
It illustrates the idea of competition; it
indicates that under intense modern meth.-
ods it is only he who succeeds that can,
in the long run, win recognition. Recom-
mendations, testimonials, requests from
eminent men, all fall before the stern de-
cree that you must ‘“make good.”

Story of Barnum.
[Magazine of Fun.]

Barnum, ithe great showman, hearing
of an old negro woman down in Tennes.
see who claimed to be 125 years old, call-

| €d to see her with a view of securing her

for a sideshow.
woman was

He found that the old
really ancient, and com-

menced to question her to find out Just |

how old she really was.

‘““Auntie, do you
‘Washington?’”’

“I reckon I duz, sah: I'se played wid
him many a day.”

‘“Do you remember anything about the
revolutionary war?” asked Barnum.

“Well, I should say I duz,” replied the
old lady. “I 'members when de bullets
wuz a-flyln’ and a-zoonin’ roun’ here laik
bumblebees, sah.”

‘“What do you remember about the fall
of the Roman Empire?”’ said Barnum.

The old woman was “stumped’” for a
moment, but, recovering lLerself, replied:

“I wus a mighty leele gal den, but I
members hearin’ de ole folks say dat dey
heerd sumpin’ drap.”

He said to her:
remember Qeorge

Ownership of Extrected Teeth.

[Pall Mall Gazette.]

Tt is well known that a corpse is not
property; but what about an extracted
tooth? So far as we know, the point has
not arisen in the courts of this country,
At Gera, in Germany, however, {t has Just
been decided that the tooth stlll belongs
to the man after it has left his jaw. The
dentist contended that a tooth evicted
from occupation with the full consent of
its landlord became ownerless and dere-
lict, and as the particular tooth in ques-
tion was curiously shaped he proposed to
keep it. But the patient also wished to
have it. And the patient won.

No Violence Necessary.
[Catholic Standard.]

“I submitted some humorous sketches
here the other day,” said Jolkley. ‘““They
haven't appeared yet. Did you kiil
them?”’

“I passed upon them,” replied the edi-
tor. “but I didn’t kill them.”

“No?”

“No.

They just dled naturally, of old
age.”

Expressive Ennuqh.

[Washington Star.)

““Which {s the higher, a count or an
eari?”’ asked the girl who had Just come
out.

“I don’t know,” replied old man Scadds-
ley. ““The only one we have in our fam-

ilv is a count. but if an earl's any higher |

I'm mighty glad we took the first one that
happened to come along.”

The Bishop’s Thousand Pounds.
[L.ondon Stnadard.]

The Bishop of London tells the follow-
ing story: “I was sitting in my room one
morning, very busy, when I was told that
a lndv wanted to see me. I was very busy,
and almost said at first, ‘Oh, I'm too busy
to see anyone this morning.’ But 1
thought, and said, ‘No, T have made a
rule never to refuse to see anvbody. in
case It {s someone in trcuble.’ So I said,
‘Let the lady come urstairs.’ She came,
and the first thing she eald to me was
this: ‘T was golng to ask voun whether
you ecan  find a use In your work for
£1.0M0? T sald, ‘Tt is the
have been wondering all the mornirg
how I was to get.’ I showed her evnctlv
what T wos going to smend her £1.000 nn,
and the whole sclicme was carried out.”

| His cabinet contains no man whose

very thing T |

o 0
RO

[From the rald.]

The appointment of John Burns, the
labor leader, to a cabinet office in the
new ministry of Great Britain is cited
by T. P. O’'Connor as a high and well-
deserved success, crowning a singular

and interesting history. Burns began
life as “that kind of & lad who is
called a' tiger”’—a mere appendage to
an equipage. “He was earning his
own living when 99 out of every 100
of those around him were still in a
fashionable boarding school” But he
was drawn inio politics by his nat-
ural aptitude for it, and it is “T.
P.’s” opinion that though “there are
many politiclans in the House of Com-
mons, there is not one of them who is
more to the manner born than John
Buins.” it is “his life, his pleasure, his
sole absorbing thought.” And this is
regarded 88 an enormous advantage,
both to him and to politics, for, says
his eulogist, “it {s too much the fashion
for men to regard politics as a pas-
time, as something to which they give
the dregs of their life and the scraps
of thelr time and attention.” But poli-
tics hag been Mr. Burns’ sola mistress.
He has declined all other occupations
or avocations, and, says Mr. O’Connor,
“he has had his reward. He would
not be a cabinet’ minister today if he
had allowed his energles and attention
to have been frittered away in journal-
ism, or in the pursuit of wealth, or
in any of the other side issues by
which men allow themselves to be di-
verted from the career of politics—the
hoblest of all human pursuits.”
“Politics” is here used in the Eng-
lish sense denote “‘the art of sci-
ence of conducting the affairs of a
country,” which includes  necessarily
the control of parties for authority
and power to conduct the government.
In this sense why should politics not
be regarded as “the noblest of all
human pursuits”’? What ambition,
what labor, can make so high and
Strenuous an appeal to a man with
aptitude for the task, as that which
leads to a part in directing the govern-
ment of a great nation? Could Pitt, or
Peel, or Disraeli, or Gladstone, or Salis-
bury have had a higher ambition or
a nobler pursuit? In our own country
politics has too much been considered
the mere art of party management—
Lhe pursuit of office rather than the
practice of statecraft, But we have
not lacked examples of the career
which is well called “the noblest of all
human pursuits.” Charles Sumner
was as undiverted in his way as John
Burns has been; and so, in the earlier
days, were Jefferson and Adams. Lin-
coln, like 80 many of our politicians
who deserve to rank as statesmen,
followed the law as a vocation up to
the time of his election as President,
with politics as an avocation—absorb-
ing, 1t ig true, his best thought and
energles, but the law still essentlal as
a means of support. The leaders of
the senate a generation and more ago
were good examples of men who
adopted the career of politics as a
pursuit worthy of thelr ambition and
abilities. There are some survivors
of this class in Congress now, but too |
many men have adopted politics as al
means of ‘‘getting on” or of serving
special Interests. President Roosevelt
has devoted himself very closely to
politics since his first advent into pub-
lic life, with literary work as a dlver-
sion, but his interest has been largely
persenal, so much so that even now
his name is not associated with any
completed act of high statesmanship.

career has been or is shaped on the
lines of a life work. And yet why
should not such a career be consid-
ered here, as it is in England, as
“the noblest of all human pursuits” ?

@oms THAT LWE)

The Ocean Derelict.
[Rudyard Kipling.]

I was the staunchest of our fleet

Till the sea rose beneath our feet
Unheralded, in hatred past all measure.

Into his pits he stamped my crew,

Buffeted, blinded, bound and threw,
Bidding me eyeless wait upon his pleasure.

Man made me, and my will

Is to my maker still
Whom now the currents con, the rollers
steer—

Lifting forlorn to spy

Tralled smoke along the sky,
Falling afrald lest any keel come near,

Wrenched as the lips of thirst,

OPEN TONIGHT AS USUAL.

UNCOMMONLY

Cheap Black Coats

Handsome Black Coats that originally were $22.50 are S?l(’):SO. They're
particularly well tailored, fine looking garments, 32 inches long, lined throughout,
tight fitting, made of finest broadcloth. It will pay you to come early. At $13.50

CHILDREN’S COATS ANOTHER COAT LINE

Still a good assortment of Girls’ Coats For women and misses —on special
at $1.85. Dark navy blue cheviots and bargain table —to clear up odd num-
fancy tweeds, capes trimmed with braid; bers of $7.50 to $9.00 Coats. Amopg
sizes 3 to 12 years. See these tonight them are black, tawn and fancies., Choice
LT AILNSUICRIURRTORURNIRRIIIIY J A . 1. | c R TN et S e PG $£3.50

Kid Gloves 59c---Wool Ones Reduced

The “Princess” Kid Glove at 59c is too Wool Gloves—the
big a bargain for tonight’s shoppers to let blustery weather.
pass. Worth 95c and $1.00. Two clasps, navy and fawn.
fancy embroidered backs. In black, white, paitr..............
gray, tan and brown. All sizes.............590 Children’s Black Mitts, pair.............14g

Men’s Seal Caps

In driving and high wedge
shape, of prime electric seal,
rich and glossy, quilted lining,
regular $5 value at... $3.95

SPLENDID RANGE OF
FUR CAPS.

best sort for this
Black, white, brown,
Regular price 35¢, tonight,

Neék Furs
Reduced

Large Colonial Sable Mulffs,
. full block, satin lined, reduced

Boys’ Overcoats,
$2.95

No need to let the old one
do when a dandy, fine new
one can be bought here for
$2.95, regular price $3.50,
full length, all sizes for boys ‘
to 12 years; both plain and
fancy grays.

and 25¢

Sable Ruffs, long stole ends,
trimmed with sable tails, reg-
ular price $16.50, at $12.50

|
i
|
i

Three-Dollar Golf Coats,
$2.69

Ladies’ Knitted Coats, in popular Nor-
folk style, hip length with belt, jaunty
collar, full sleeves; red, cream and black, the
warmest garment for this cold weather,

Ribbons at 12 1-2¢
Yard

Double-Faced ‘Black Satin Ribbon, 214
inches wide, regular price 2Cc, tonight, 12V
The same quality in wide width, 314 inch.,
regular price 45¢ and 50c, tonight, yard, 250
MILLINERY SECTION

SEE MONDAY’S PAPER FOR BIG SALE NEWS.

J. 0. Chapman & Co., 126, 128, 128} Dundas St. |

.

Wried, dried, and split and burst,
Bone-bleached my decks, wind-scoured to !
the gralning;

And jarred at every roll. |
The gear that was my soul }
Answers the anguish of my beams com-

plaining,

For life that crammed me full,
Gangs of the prying gull
That shriek and scrabble on the riven
hatches,
For roar that dumbed the gale
My hawse-pipes guttering wall,
Sobbing my heart out through the un-
counted watches.

Rlind in the hot blue ring
Through all my points T swing—
Swing and return to shift the sun anew,
Blind in my well-known sky
I hear the stars go by, |
Mocking ﬂ:o prow that cannot hold one
true!

White orn my wasted path |
Wave after wave In wrath ’
Frets 'gainst his fellow, warring where to i
send me,
Flune forward, heaved aside,
Witless and dazed I bide

The mercy of the comber that shall end |
me, |

{

Nort{h where the bergs care:n,
The sorav of seas unseen
Smokes round my head and freezes In the |
falling; ’ |
nth where tfe r~orals brecd
The footless, flonting weed |
Folds me nnad fouls me, strake on strake
upcrawling. !

p=

T that was clean to run
Mv roee against the sun—
Streng'™ om the deep. am bawd
disngter__ |
Whinned forth by niehit to meet |
My sister’s careless feet, |
And with a kiss betray her to my master! |

|

to all

Man made me, ard my will
Te 4o mr maker s(ifl— |
To him ard his. our neaples at {heir pler; |
Tifting In hone ta sy
Tooiled emne nlone the sky:
Falling afraid lest any keel come near!

I have purchased the stock of The Consumers’ Wall
Paper Co., of Windsor, the largest jobbers of wall paper in
Canada. This stock was slightly damaged by water,
Windsor, on December 15th, 1903,

I will, today, place on sale, and continue from day to day
until all is sold, this complete stock of over

$10,000 of the Finest
Imported and Domestic

Wall Papers

nearly all of which are 1906 patterns, at far less than half
regular prices. Come early and get the choice of patterns. It
will pay the people of London, and surrounding country, to
take” advantage of these marvelous bargains, even should you
not wish to use the paper for one or even two years.

n

Sale Runs for Thirty Days Only
and is Strictly Cash

WM. SCARRO

233 DUNDAS STREET,




