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A Christmas Plea.

Christmas! Bl ss'ngs on the word, Although
my suep ie lesp e1astL0 than it once was, and &
heavy burden of life's cares are on my should-

thought that Christmas is

ab the very \
f)l,:f,’. ;.;hort tima in the fature, I feel myself

ing young ageio. A
grgfjgigaociu{mo:a aglbrevives | A 4(:):.1141
in  happy home ; fond parents, lov‘iug, sisters
and brotbers, oll eager to contribute their
ghare to make thad lmp‘ps_csu and most myster-
ious 11 times ope of Joy.
wusgu(é{;utxpw‘.ations g8 Cbristmas brl.ngu !
What can equal vhe eageraess, the impatience
the unsatiefisd Joy that a gmlfi feels jusb
before the presentation of his gifis ? And ia
there any such unalloyed happiness on earth
as that of the-child as he holds in hiy h':md
& stooking, stuffed to the brim with unexplor=
ed riches ? Such hilarity ; such €x :lamations
of joy and purprise as each gift, simple though
it be, is taken oub! sl 4

Yes, bleseings on Christmas tjme; and
blessings on those parenia who have nov
permiutednurrowdogmu and worldiydesires
and cares to cause them to forgas the joys
that Caristmas brought to their childhood,
and to ignore the caildish hearts that are ia
their care. -4

It would seem that an app=al for Christ-
mss, in hehalf of the livtle rolks, in tbn.laud
of christendom and our high state of civil z .-
tion, would bepeedless. 1 would havethougno
go, years ago. Bt contach with the world
shows character in variety, and I have seen
homes where & number of listle hearts beay
high in exultation as Christmas approached,
only to meet with a disappointmeab which
blackened their very lives, for the time be-
ing, a8 they witnessed the joy of other child-
ren of happier homes,

A faw years ago I went to a man whe was
the head of a family, & Protestant church
member, wealshy and learned. I asked for a
donation for a pablic Christmas festivity for
children, Ha replied that he did not believe
in Christmas, That there was nothing really
suthentic that Chrish was born en that day,
That any other day of the yesr could be cele-
brated with ¢ qaal propriety as his birthday

“iWell, layicy aside that belief, then,” I

said, * you would like to see the little hearts
made happy ence a year, would you not?
Charistmas is truly the children's day, and
is the brigheet epotin & ohild’s life. And
every one should do sgomething to add (o
their joy at this time.”
," he said, “I consider the distribu-
tion of gifts and the festivities of Christmas
as pure nousense, It is just a waute of time
and moaey. Children should be taught
sometimes of the stern realitiies of life, in
stead of indulging in such frivolities.”

I left that man with hi= hard, practical
idess. Jast asthough the little hearts would
not goon enough taste of life's bitternews?
His boyhood and all the feelings incident to
youth were as entircly forgotien as thou gh
they had never been, The sordid things of
Jife had ciosed his heart to the sweet in-
fluence of child nature, and he had !csi all
apprecistion of ths keen, joy-lovieg spiriv
that belongs to ehildhood.

I can point to another homn, where are
eighs growiog boys and girls, The house ie
large ; botween three and four hundred acres
belong to the fine farm. A huadred head of
cattle grace the pasture, a dcz:n horscs are
needed for the immense amount of work.
The bank sccount grows every year, aud
abundance reigns everywhere, Bat, ah,
pity and shame! In that household there
is no joy and cheer. A stern, hard father,
and a sedate mother, govern the house,

Theie is no time for anything but work
and the accumulation of richea, While
other housee around rejoice in gifts and a
bappy time, Cihristmas with them is only
one of the nther hard days of the year. The
children witness the pleasures inother house-
holds, and gloomily and unbhappily must sub-
mit to the close rigid rules of their
parenta,

Children’s joy is perfectly iafectious.
They are £o demonstrative and merry when
they are happy, that the whole household
feels the irfluence. I went to a child’s show

the other eveniog. In the room was a
little ten year old boy, who had the merri
est, most muaical laugh I ever heard, At
the cccurrence of auything amusing, that
child’s laugh rang through the house, and
the whole audience would jin, It was
perfectly irresistible.

It is just soin the home, Ouly make the
children merry, and their joy will be didus.
ed like sunshine

I do not recommend extravaganoce, bub
1 do urge parents, now that Christmas is o
near, toopmn both heart and purss and
give the liccle ones & happy eeason. You
have no idea how it will brighten up your
own life, Youn will really wonder if the
years are going badkward and you are
growing yourg again. You will ask your-
self, over and over again, where that head.
ache and that touch of rheumatiem, and
those biue days afe gone to Sach vhinge
will fly during the excitemenb and joy of
Christmas festivities.

And then—*‘the poor ye haye always with
you.” Wherever we are wo will fiad unfort-
unate ones in life. Do not forgevthem Our
own pleasures will be all the sweeter to know
that others are, too, rejolcing through our
nstrumentality.

An old fashioned Moethodist revival is ia
progress at the jail in Clncinnati,

The Orient expreas train, running batween
Paris and Vienna, seldem has an applicant
on Fridays for the thirteenth compartment
of the ladies’ Pallman sleeping car. The cars
are always ressrved beforehand, but the
numbered tickets are enly distribvted at
the last moment. In spite of this precauntion,
however, No. 13 of the ladies’ tickets on
that day of the week is almost invariably
returned, and the train, slthough otherwise
crowded,has to travel with one berth empty.
Ladies have got 8o far that they will dare
No. 13 alone or Friday alone, but the two
toge sher they caunob swallow,

Dueling still fl>urishes furiovalv in Con-
tinental FKurcpe and the Hungarians appear
to gather in the largest crops in the fislds of
honor, The biggest contract on record in
this business was receatly undertake in
Pesth by Count Viotor Orssitch, He chal-
lenged forty gentlemen and nobles to mortal
combat because they oriticised rather sevore-
ly some statements of his made in a club
room, One of his invited victims was Count
Francois Esterhazy, a gentleman with no
less than weventy duels and six dead men
upon his conscience, He positively refased
to be counted among the proposed cadavres,
and gave no reason for the refusal. [t is

NUMBER OF PEOPLE BINCE ADAM.

A Great Many More Than Could Stand on
the Earth at Once.

Did you ever make a cnloulation of the
numbesr of people chat have inhabited this
globe gince the begioning of time, asks a
writer, No doubt you will say that such
calealations involve a loss of tims and are,
after all, barren ot results, but ng we are
eangaged i» viving curious readings and odd
calcelati nal us tuke o few minutes’ time
and approxuuate, with a certain degree of
accurxcy, at leass, the number of souls that
have been ushered into and out of thissinful
world eioce the time when it was not good
for Adam to be alone. At the present time it
is belisved that there are 1 400,000,000 bu
man beings on our globe ; buv let us suppose
there has been but an average of 900,000,
000 living at one time since the creation,
To give room for any pessible doabt as tc
the average length of life, we will put is
down at 50 yeara. (It may have been
longer than that during bible time) ; it has
been much shorter, however, since,) With
the average length of life reckoned as above
we have had two generationa of 900 00,000
each every century for the lust 6,000 years.
Tuking shisfor granted we have had wbout
66,627 843 237,075,266 inhabitants on this
glube aince the beginning of vime,

Admiteing that there is a great deal of
gueza-werk sbout this calculation and that
it has been hastily and perhaps inacour-
ately done, iv will be perceived, nevertne-
less, that our earth is & vast cemetery. Oa
each rood of it 1,283 human beings have
found a burial-place. A rood being scarcely
sufficient for ten graves each grave must
contain the remaios of 120 persons, The
whole surfaca of the globe, if all peoples
bury within the earth as we do, has been
dug over 120 times in order to get room for
burial placea.

A LONZTRIED RUILT.

Ruisian Justics Occxpies Four Centurieion
ene Case.

A Rassian paper nokas ths termination
of a Jawsuib begun in 1490, or four centuries
ago. The litigation wasovar a forty-acre tract
of uucultivated land, has bean handed down
threugh numberlees generations, and curi-
ously ¢nough hes been fiaally sestlad by
peacefnl srbitrasion. This protracted litiga-
tion, as well e the easisfactory manuer of its
termination, reminds us of the celehrated
cass described by Rabelais, in which Panta
gruel acted as umpire, Tnis classic Inwsuit
had Issted many years bstween two French
nobles.

[ncumerable law papers had been prepar-
od on hoth sides, and all the csurte had been
gone through, with tho resuls of utterly be-
fogging and mystifyieg the claims of both
parcies. The umpire above mentienad being
appealed to agreed to decide the matter pro-
vided that all the papers and documents
should be burred up and the claimants then
should plead their own cauxe personally be-
fore him. As, owing to the lap:e of time,
they had both forgotten altogether what
was the origin of the centroveray, their re
spective arguments were made Gp of blind
and incoherent repetitions of such of the
legel jargon as tbey could recoileci frem
reading the documents drawn up by their
lawyers,

Therefore, Pontagruel gave his decres in
Ianguage cqually unintelligible as the plead-
ers’ statements. Both parties were fully
content w the incomprehezsible sentence
be passed, neither of them sesing anythiug
in it to make him think he had lost his cause
When this satire of Ribelais was published,
somewhere about 1534, the Raseiaa lawsuit
had already been progressing over fi‘ty
years,

Father Christmas,

It is a question if the children who bslieve
in Santa Claus ara happier than those who
knw that loving human hands fill up their
Christias stockiogs, Abull events, among
little poople whese hearts wro in the righy
place, iv is never vhe valae of the gu
brought by the haly time, but the tende:-
pess prompting them which ensures their
graveful we'ceme, Sasys the celebrated
suther, George Sand, of her Christmas fest:-
val :

1 have not forgotten the absolute beiief I
had in the descent down the chimney of
0id Father Caristmas, a good old jman with
a snowy beard, who, during the pight, sa
the clock struck twelve, was to come and
place in my little ghoe a preseat, which I
ghould find upon awakinog,.

Twelve o'cleck at night ! that mystericus
hour urknown to children, and which is
represented to them as.the impossible limit
to which they can keep awake. What
incredible efforts did I not make to resist my
tendency to sleep before the apperance of
the little man !

I felt asxious yot afraid to ree him ; but 1
could never keep awake loog enough, and
the tollowing morning my first anxiety was
to o and examine my shoe in the ficeplace.

What emotion did I not feel at sight of
the white paper parcel ! for Father Chriat-
mas was exceedingly clean in his ways, and
never failed to wrap his offering carcfully.

I used to jump out of bed, and run bare-
footed to seize my treasure, It was never a
vary magniticent affuir, for we wore nod
wealthy. Iv used to be = little cake, an
orange, or simply a nice rosy apple ; but
nevertheless it seemed so precious to me
that I soarcely dared sab it,

Like Many Lawyers.

Smith(s physician)—1I tell you, doctors are
& neossaity, but lawyers are not,

Briefs—They are not ! How do ycu make
that ouy !

“‘Baoause neceasity knowa no Jaw.

He was Learning.

Mrs. South Church (of Toronto)—Did any
one call, James ?

Jamen(a recent acquisition but determined
to emulate culture)—Yes, madam ; Mrs,
Fairchild snd the Misses Fairchildren,

A Question of Habit,

“Pas, you must be an early riser, I
slways ficd you at work the first thing in
the moruing.” “‘Indade, sn Oi am, sov, It s
a family thrait, Of do be iLiukin’” *Then
yoar father is un early rieer, too, eh?” ‘‘Ms
tayther, is i5 ? Feix, an’ he roises thay early
that orf he'd go to bed a listle later, he'd

fair to suppose that he has retired from the
field,

| The ova finds ix way into the stomach of

A GREAT SURGICAL FEAT.

A Delicateand Diflicnit Op ration Success =
fally Performed,

BaLriMorE, Md., Dso. 10—1he surgeons
at the city hespital have performed an opex-
ation which iu said to bs one of the most
remarkabls in the annals of surgery, The
patient is » German, John ' Burserbruca,
aud he is 14 years of age, His discase is
due to the ova of a psculiar kind of worm
which inhabite the dog and other anim..s

man in drinking water, thencs it ia carried
to the liver by the blood vessels, Tae eg
is about 1605h of an izch in diameter, and
the parts which develop iy are found in the
water on the ground, and stick to the sur-
face of vegetables, and thus it is possible iu
cating vegetables uncooked tn take these
ova into the body. Tae avimal from theee
ova, however, is not developad in man. The
egggs onoe in the stomach of man incresse at
sn enormous rate, From the stomach
they are absorbed by the blood ves
wels leading to the liver, Hers the
ova form cyets, or little bags, around them-
gelves, like the caterpiilar in its cocoon,
When this cyst is taken into the stomach of
the dog it develops into the fuli-grown hy-
datid, which is one quarter of an inch in
length, witk a head one-sixteenth of an iuch
furnished with nnumerous lictle hooks and
suckers, Bersenbruch was o laborer at the
Jesuis college at Woodstock, and had com-
plaioed ef adull but ssvere paia ia his right
side since last spring, He had wasted away
snd lost nesrly forty pounds of flssh. Pro,
Bevan, who dirgnosed the csse, msade an
Incision in the wall of the right side of the
sbdomen, just below the ribs, and about a
gsllon and a balf of pus was taken from the
mea’s liver, The method of removing the
hydstid cysts is by means of drainiog the
liver, which operation is very modern str-
gioal art. The pain of the patient before
the operation was intense, the tumor i1 his
right side having distended his liver noarly
fifceen inches, The great pain szeemed to
leave him shortly alter the operation, and
he now appears to be recovering from his
terrible diseasc.

HERE AND THERE.

The production of Breziilian ccffie hae
heen doubled within the last ten years.
The Eaglich Board of Trade reporsa 509
strikes during 1888, with 85 000 strikera.
It is proposed to ligat up horsss’ heads
with electric light duriag foys ia Lisndon,

The youngest cfficer in her Msjwty’s
gervice is a second lienvenant of exactly
eighoeen.

At present prices it is estirrated that the
ivory cesllected by Enin Pasha would be
worth a millien sterling.

Thwe is & young gianters tix feet eizht
incnes high, e21d absolutely to bs only twelve |
years old, on exhibition in Londoa.  She is |
» Dou Cossack. |
There ia advertised for sale in Worcaster-

abira & piece cf pruper:y on alease which has |
1 711 years yet to run. Lo wis made for |
2 000 years ia 1600, i
The Leeds Mercury ssys that Leesps and |
his colieaguea will scon have to abanden the |
Panama Canal. The subscribed capital is

nearly exhausted, and no more csn be
raised.

Isabella. the Vazabond Queen.

It is diffionlt to understand why the Span-
iards, a proud, seneitive psople, should have
submitted so lorg to a ruler whom they
could not reepect ; her good-hearted, happy
go-lucky nature seemed to cast a charm over
them. Her total lack of reticence appealed
to them ; they could foliow so easily all the
workings of her mind, whether, with child
ish petulancy, she was reproaching her min
isters with betraying her, or confessing with
remorse she had wronged them, If ber sine
wera cpen 80 was her repentence. Year by
year, when Hsly Week came round, this
woman, who for the other 51 weeks bad Leen
outraging every law, buman and divine,
kneeled in church for the hour together,
and, with loud sobs and groasr, proclaimed
her sorrow for the past, her resolution to
make atonement in the future. Her sub |
jecss, seeing her sorrow, gorrowed too, and,
when Easter Day arrived, were as convinced
a8 she was that a new era in her life was at
hand. The Maundy Toursday ceremony
pever failed to win for her hearty adherents.
She waahed the feet of the beggars with such
manifest zeal ; spske to them euch kindly,
loving words ; served them with food as if
she thought it a privilege to do so, and, at
the cloze of the feast, cleared the table wich
a dexecerity that showed her heart wat in
her work, Her splendid robes—she always
wore full court drese upon these ococasions—
secmed to enhance the touching humility of
ber attitude, wnd, although the free-think-
ing part of the community scoffsd ab what
they cslled the popish mummery of the
whole affalr, that was not the feeling witk
which the bulk of the population regarded
it. Onoyear, while she wae rerving ab table,
» diamond fell from her head-dress on to the
plate of one of the beggars, A dozen hands
were stretched oub to restore the jewel, but
the Qaeen motioned to the man to keep i,
remarking simply : *‘I% has fallen to him
by lot,””  Her generosity was unbounded ;
it is not her nature to eay “no” to » beggar;
while the one point upon which she made a
firm stand ageainet her Miniaters was insist.
iag upen her right to exercise mercy, and the
hardest struggle she ever had with them
wes aprnﬁos of a pardon granted at the re
queet of Ristori, A queen has msny chances
of doing little gractous acts, and Isabella
never failed to seizs each one as it came in
her way ; not, however, for the gake of win
ning popularity, bub simply to follaw the
bent of her own nature, which, as she thaw-
ed the other day, ie till unchanged, for she
of all Paris wae the firet to remember that
Prado’s victim needed help and comfort —
[Gentlemen's Magszine,

Drawing maserials—Corksorews,

A trial has begun in Gallicia agalnst
aixvy-five men for fleecing omigrants during
ten years psst. Among the accused wero
personas of sll ranks, the first on the list
being District Gevernor, The Gellician

nts are so gimple that such a device as
a listle alarm olock terved to telephone to
the “Emperor of Amerios,” who was

| —ever gince then the civil z»d world has been

Aftican Slavery—International Conference
at Bruesels.

Oa Monday, civilisition, as represented
by fiitean Powers meeting in Brassels, will
bs girding ivs loing, and gavbering its whole
sbrength to strike & death blow at the
Afcican slave trade, in the hope thas the
great cenwvury which has witnessed the
introduc-ion of railways, shall seo the last
of the odicus traffis in human flesh.

Those who may view this attempt as a
plece of maudlin eeantimentalism, should
remember that ctvilization was primarily,
v<! remains solely, respoueible for the

sle evil it mewns to uproot.
Kalightened Eairope iavented the bar-
barous African slave hunting three cen
tuvies ago, when it begsn colon’zing Nsrth
and South America, snd felt the want of
cheap labor, and san hardened laborers to
cultivate the soil of the New World and
build up its great British, Portuguese and
Spanish Republics, Earope even patented
its invention,

Who can forgeb the time when the Spanich
and Portuguese Governments chartered
regular slave ralding companies, which
undertook to provide snnuslly 10,000 or
20,000 ** vons of negro” (aye, that was the
wsy they spoke) from the Guineaa Coast;
the time when the Pertuguess Bishop of
Angola, on the Weat Coast of Africa, stood
upon the beach and gave the blessing of the
Catholic Chureh to the slave lader acd slave
groanit g vessels eailing out to the Ilsudas
of forced labor?

Who can forgst that hardly a century sgo
the great Liverpeol and Lendou merchants
were still making a tremendons busipess in
providing the Uaited Swates with ¢ Uacle
Toms and Topsiee” ; that within ths firet
decnds of the present.century Cuba received
no fewer than 12 000 black wretches intend
ed for the culsiravion of its tobacco, and
thet, as recensly as 1820, the Brewz ls like-
wiso bought 50 (00 unfortunate negroes, to
ospture which the hunman flssh huavers had
been compelled to fight and kill abour as
many agawn ?

Aud yet, as in the case of Lady Macbeth

the perfumes of Arabla [ail in ‘“‘sweeten-
ing thia little hand.” In spire of ourselves,
the slave raiding apd slave owning crime
which we invented is going on still through
out Central Africa and even spreating
further. Daring three centuries, civil ztioa
paughs the cosst A'ricans to invide the
inserior of the Dark Jontinent and enclave
their brevhren for the parposes of civilizstion
imelf. Now that the coast Atricans have
loet our custem, they are practising that
terrible epors awd trade on vhsir ownacconut.
The elave treffis has removed ite marksts
from Chrissian to Mahomedan or heathen
merkete—rshst's the only change.
SLAVERY UP TO DATE. A MACBETHIAN STAIN

Of coarse, all this ie over now. Hversince
1794, when our coneciesoea were aroused to
shamo by the splendid cuthorst of a great
revolutionavy and sbolitionist Freschman :
-—““Lat our coloniss p xish rather thanour
principles of human freedom ( ‘Qus les
coloniss persizeent plutot qu'un primoipe ')

e

slowly endeavorisg to ocleanse the bloody
slave stein from ite hands, and tho greas
American S:cessisn War, followed by last
year's final uwfettering of the slavery bou-
dage in the Empire of Brazil, have been tha
crowning incidents of this general white
waching procses,

Tas principal slave hunbing ground

stretches trom went to east, trom the Niger
to the Blne Nile, right through the Soudan,
over on expanse of something like 3,750 miles,
very nearly cornecting the Atiantic with the
Indisn Ocesn, and exvending sounthwards
through the Niassi Main country, rig:t down
to the northern fronter of the Congo
Free State. And even this portion of
the picture deeen’'t say the whele trush,
Since Mr. Wauters har drawn up his
mep, we have got frem Stauley the ter-
ribie news that the Mehdiets, coming down
from Kkartoum, have invaded and osptured
Ewin's province, where the traffic wae dying
ont, so that the salvery canker now agaiu
exvenda southwards, right down through the
Uunyore amd Uganda countries, to Witu,
that portion of the East Coast where the
Eaglish, under Mr. Mackerszle, and the
Germans, wnder Captain Wissmann, are
sulving to establish Earopsan domina-
tion.
Then going backwards from the Rast
Ovoaet, there is asecond wide slave hunting
ground, which begins in the neighbsrhood
of Svanley Falls on the Upper Congo, and
expande threugh the MaAnyema country,
Uj j4, and the borders of Lake Tanganyeks,
right dewn to the northern bank of vhe
Zambegs eastwards and to the Lounda
country westwards, covering and far oub-
epreading the whole central and southern
vortien of the Congo State territory, which
Earope hes allowed to King Leopold, but vp
to which vhe Belgian sovereign has not yeuv
had eisher the time or the means to carry
hir flag and his civilizlog efforbs,

The woander is, how osn such immense
tracts of country be so essily invaded, where
are their unfortunate population taken to,
snd to what use can all this human flesh ke
put?

WHAT THE SLAVE3 ARE WANTED FOR,

The tracionge ot the tlave convoy routea on
Mr. Waunter's map will show that the coast
Arabs who overrun the western portion of
the great Soudanese hunting ground carry
their booty through the immense Sihara
wilderness, northwards to the Oaaddan,
where the negroes are used for bome con-
eumrﬁon, ae ivory carriers, domestios for the
local Sultans, and eo forth; to Moroooo,
where there are reveral slave markets con-
cealed from the Earopean Consuls, and to
Tripoll, where a negro is used as our-
rency as ou equivalent to the American cul.
lar, the Eaglish movereign or the African
beads or cloth, ¥rem the eastern portion of
the central hunting ground, the caravans of
weeping, bleeding, heart-broken black mar
tyrs aredragged and whipped towards Nabia,
Berber, Khartoum, the Mahdi's dominione,
the males for domestic purposes, the females
to satisfy the lust of the polygamous chief
taiae of Darfour and Kerdofan, or else ship-
ped across the Rad Sea to Persia, Arabia,
and the Tur¥ish Sultan's Asiatic provinoer,

A peonllarity of this Eastern trade ib
that many of the male slaves ocaptured for
the puipose have been exvresely and hor-
ribly mutilated either in early youth or as
the very time of shipiaent, in order that
they may be fitted to play the part of
eanuchs in Oriental sorsglios and barems,

Uatil about seventy or eighty years back
black sleves were almost unkmown in the
Turkisk Empire.

The largest number of servants were of

regularly ssked whether he would accept &
particular emigrant; and a favorable an
swer was always paid for highly.

mate himsait in np n the mornin’.”

the type of posr witty hunohbacked &l opur,
dcawn from Greece, Cypras, or obher Haste

e AL

having conquered and closed these to1roes of
supply, the Tark thea resorts tovhe nuw
slave hunting grounds opened up in Africa
by civilizstion itself, and—this is a f ot not
verv widely knewn—not only do the Sultan’s
pubjects covsume thousands of negroes as
house and harem gervants or jsuisssries, but
slso hnndreds ot them as fature Mursulman
missionarise, who are taught the Koram,
converted to the Moslem faish, ard then
sent back to Afcion to spread ib throvgh-
onb the pagan poople of the Dark Osntin-
ent, so that Christendom; while epening up
thab portien of tae world o the Turkish
slave commeroe, has at the very same time
been foatering a regular crusade againsh its
own religions creed and incressing tenfold
the diffisalty of educativg the blacks into
the religien of the civilmsd West,

As to vhe ‘' tons’ of *‘glaveryware” kid-
napped in the second great hunting ground
comprised between the Upper Congo, the
Leunds conatry, and the northern bank of
the Zambezo, iv supplies the neighboring
chieftains with domestic slaves or with
martyrs to be maesacred on the altars of the
pagan gods in the religious ceremoanica of
heatheniam, while a pertion of the captured
wretches are also shipped southwards to
Madagascar, the Comores and other large
islands of the Indian Oosan,

It wos in the upper part of bhis distiict
that D: Nechtigal, the German explorer,
witneesed terrible slaughter hardly three
years sgo, and shed tears of admiration and
grief at the sighy of mothers strangling
their own children or throwing them amidst
tho flemes ot the burning huts, in crder that
they sheuld not live to know the horrors of
bondags. And it was in the lower portion
of this distriot that as recently as last Jone
some Sootoh missionaries living in the
Nynasa-Tanganika plateau witnessed similar
scones, and afterwarda digcovered that the
attacking Arabs were nearly all armed with
riflss of Haglish manufaorure, stamped
“Tower,” showing that civilizavien is not
only guilty of baving saugh the Arabs their
ficst Jeesoa in slave raiding, but has also
provided, and is still providing them with
the weapens wherewith to carry on their
horrible negro chases.

HOW THE CONFERENCE WILL BE COMPOSED,
Soch, accordiog to the most recent eye-
witnesses and authorivies your correspondent
has conaulted and to the last documents,
pablished or unpunblished, is the presens
eondition of the black flssh traffic which in
Livingstones time made half a million victims
sunuaily, and now, according to Cardinal
Lavigerie, mekes two million victims—a
figure which may have been exaggerated
rome months ago, but which, thanks to the
aapture of Emin's provioce, will soon be be-
low the truth if the *‘African curse” be not
guickly put a scop to.

And now the civilizd nations are going
to put all their heads vogether to sbamp oub
the hideous evil, not only frem sentiment
sad because they {eel their moral responsi-
bility concerning a plague of their own
croation, buy alsc from eelf interest, becauze,
a% the timo when the overcrowded Old
World is seeking to get out of iss social
troubles by preparing African outlets for its
commwroe and ibs surpius pepulation, it is
confronted and arrested on every side by its
pupils the slave tradere and elave hunters,
who likewize wish to sbut oub Germany
from tho Zstzlbsr coast, Esgland from the
Semali coant, the Balgians from the Upper
Csngo, and light and progress from every
poinzof the Dwk Continent, * And this is
what hss prompted Belgium, at tho sugges-
tion of Lard Sslisbury, to c:nvene a great
Anti Slavery Congress which is now ia
weasion in the Cenierence Hall of the Foreign
Office, in Bruweels,

HOW THE AFRICAN CURSE IS TO BE REMOVED,

What anti elsvery measures will be pro-
posed neither President Carnot, Lord
Salisbury, the King of the Bslgians nor
Prince Biemarck could probably say exactly
themselves at the present moment seeing
that no previous agresment has been come
to, that each one is in the dark asto the
other ene’s plans, and that the delegates
will probably hava to telegraph daily to their
reapoctive Governments for fresh instruc-
tions whils the Conference is prooevding.

Bat several suggestiens are already in the
air which are likely to bs brought forward.
Qae of them is to render goneral the system
oarried out /ast summer by Bogland and
Goermany on the Esst Usaab—i. e., a blockade
of the whole African seaboard, from the
Mediterranean to the Atlantic, fram the Rud
Bea to the Indian Ossan. Hach csuntry’s
men-of war would be empowered with the
right of searching trading vesssls for slaves,
under whatever flag they may he coursing ;
snd as a eorollary to this, an Inrernational
Court, compomed of the Censuls, would sit,
try and siverely sentence all slave patties
caught red hot handed.

Another idea, whioch will probably be
mooted by the Portuguese, will be that
oivilizstion should summarily oclose all the
slave markets of Moroces, Tripoli, the
Estorn countries and Afrioa itself, by armed
force, if required, and at whatever cost of
money and blood the enfercement of this
measure might cost,

Osher delegstes will suggest that all
States possessing territories in Afrioa should
be compelled to levy emall flying ermies and
oreate watch stations, in erder o keep the
slave ralders in oheck or to give them chase,
while all regularly oonstituted States, such
a8 Tarkey, Morocoo, Tripoll, Madagasoar,
where domestic slavery haa b2come a nation.
al necessity and has created vested rights,
shoald be constrained to proclaim that
‘‘anyone desiring to boe free, is free, and
only ench slaves remain slaves as wish to,”

Then, agein, there is a talk of proposing
to institube a large International State fund
for the oreatlon of narrow gauge African
reilways and steamboats, which would
naturally become substitutes for negroes as
regards the carriage of Ivory and other
goods, and at the same time hasten the
spread of eduostion, And of ceurse the
importation of firearms may be prohibited,
and also a heavy doty on the maddening
wrpirit trade, which renders the negroes such
an ensy prey to the rlave raiders,

Some of those ideas sound as though they
came from the land of Utopia; others are
sure to croate greab differences, and yet
something may come of them, Lidy Maoc-
beth being so anxious to rid herself of the
bad smelling staia,

Prayorsmay go begetng tor an ans
but ““ What'il you have 1"’ never does. Ay
Iv is quite nataral that the man who st
on a taock lgxoﬂld be hoppiag mad, s

A Kansas Sandsy paper devotes I
editorial to “llornllbl; &e Ohlosgo."‘lto?nlll:lll:
have started off like the Irishman's cssay on
ulennlkoadiﬁ Iceland, *There are mo snakes in

reland,

l ern Mediterranesn hlands, Bu civivization




