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CHAPTER XXXIV.
“I, TOO, AM FREE.”

“No!” he exclaimed, and the bloqd
rushed to his face. “Not married!
Then you are still Doris Marlowe, still
Doris—the Doris I think and dream
of—" He.laid his hand on the wall.and
bent over: her, trembling visibly. “Not
married! Why—why—I don’t wunder-
stand! I t,houghvt—&hat is—Doris—" A
strange chauge in\his voice smote Wp-
or: her:ears suddenly, a tone of wl'rd.
mad hope. “Doris, I thoaght yod were
utterly lost to me! That you were
married! Why have you not married?”

She remained silent, and the colour
came and went on his face, and his
eyes flashed.

“Why, Deris?tYou must answer me!
Is it because—oh,i no! you can't have
remembered—and { yet— You are still
Doris Marlowe! The dear, sweet Doris
who won my heart in Barton mea-
dowsl. .Dons—you—you——-drive me al-
most mad' “The mere sight of you
wipes-out all the weary months. since
we parted! You are free still? Free?
By Heaven, I can scarcely believe it!”
He drew nearer, panting heavily, like
2 man who suddenly dares entertain
the hope that dawns upon him. “Not
zﬁried!' Doris, do you remember?
lame look at your face! Why do you
tﬁl away from me? Are you playing

the still? If you are not married,
t e must be some reason! Great
Wens' don’t dédceive, don’t betray
me now! Listen! I, too, am free! I
Wil be free! I'd give up all the world
for*§our sake! Doris, listen to me! It
may not be—it may not be too late!”
: He was bending over her so closely
now that she could feel his breath up-
on her cheeks; an awful, a terrible
languor was creeping over her. If he
had caught her in-his arms and touch-
ed her lips with his, she could not have
resisted. Love, the all-power god, was
pleading  with her for this, the only
man she had éver loved, and she was
conscious that she was  yielding—
}ielding.
* “Tell me, I)\oria; tell me again!” he
éxclaimgd, passionately. “It:may not
be too late! You ere not married; and
I thought—they told me— My darl-
ing, my love, my Doris—"

His hand was upon her arm, his
Hps close to her face, his breath stir-
red her hair; she felt powqg’ess to
move; in another moment she would,
i;y no consent of her own, have been
in his arts, when, suddenly, she:felt
herself drawn from-him, and a volce
sald, in calm, clare accents: :

“Lord Cecil Neville, T believe?’

" Cecil drew himself up to his full
height.

: “My name
hnughtuy

« Percy Levant slowly and 8=ntl!
drew Doris’s arm within his.

“So 1 imagined, my lord,” he 414,
g@t sternly or haughtily, but with a

is Neville,” he satd

YSPEAKING FROM

calm, almost judicial gravity. “I could
have wished that cur meeting could
have been unler frecr circumstances,”
and he nodded sigrificantly; “but as
it is, allow me Jo introduce myself.
My name is Levant—Percy Levant!”
Lord Cecil gave the short, military
bow which is half & nod and half an
o’lsance, and glanced zt Doris, who
Jeaned upon fercy Levant’s arm, and
hung her head; her quivering lips and
rallid face bearing evidence fo the
mqou whu.h wrung her heart.
“Yes, T/am Cecil Neville,” said Lord
Cecil. “1 am au.o!d"—he paused—'an
old friend of Miss Marlowe's, whom 1
did not ex{nct to meet here. You are a
relation; I prumne”’ :

“NoJ' -said_Perey Levant, meeting
the ngrt-ﬂe.ve gazeé of the dark:Stoyle
eyes. “But I hope to be. I have the
happiness and honogr-to be Miss Mar-
lowe’s affisnced hasband.”

< Cecil Neville dtﬁ*m a_st3p, and
his face grew v?‘h.p‘?.~ . A
“I—I beg your pardon,” he . saii,
stifly. -*“I—I did - not know. ‘Why ald
you nottell me” he asked, turning
to Doris with wmu lips and reprcach-
ful eyes.

She tried to speak, had opened her
lips, indeed, when a voice, impatient
and querulous, breke the silence. It
was the voice of Lady Grace.

“Cecil! Gecil!” she called. “Where
are you? Ce—cill M"

His face reddene&r oS

“] am going to Pescia to visit a sick
relative, he said, addressing Percy
Levant, in a low voice. “You will be
able to find me at the hotel, i’ you
should require me,” he added signmi-
ficantly.

“Thank you, my lord,” said Percy
Levant, as significantly.

“Ce—¢il!” ‘called the voice again.
~“He bit his lip, and, without another
word, turned and left them; but as
he passed out of the walk, illumined
by the bright rays of the moon, he
stopped and looked back, as Adam
might have looked back upon the
Paradise he had left forever, as one
might have looked for the last time
upon a troasure utterly and entirely
lost. )

Lord Cecil walked towards the car-
riage, in which Lady Grace and the
marquis’s - lady-housekeeper were sit-
ting, and Lady .Grace, leaning through
the window, greeted him with a smil-
irg, but scarcely concealed impatierce.

) She was dressed in a travelling cos-

tume of Redfern’s, which ‘must have
astonished thé intelligent foreigner
pretty considerably, and looked, for"all
her famous loveliness, rather _tired,
worn, and il at ease, .
“Why, Cecil, where have you been?”’
she exclaimed; “I have been calling
for the last. half-hour.” :
“Scarcely as long as that, Grace,”
he said, and his voice sounded hoarse
and strained. “I have only been a few
yards away, and heard you."

“At least, then, you might have
answered,” she retorted.. “Dg. you
knew how long we are to wait here?”
“Not much longer,” he replied, lean-
ing against the carriage, and averting

"|his face fromi the gaze of her sharp,

keen eyes. “Horses are not machines,
you must remeémber, and want rest
sometimes.”

wmlmnundotdt-
ting here!” =
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and all her days and nights were fill-

“Horses, I don’t call them Horses,”
she said, contemptuously; “they are

not Aspirin at all.

to Australia, montnewulolmm

Ce—dili" "

dering mind.
“He caught up the wine bottle and a
glass and strode back to the carriage,
filled with that weariness and despair
which renders every moment of exis-
tence almost unendurable to the gal-
ley-sldve and convict. At that moment
he would have given half a qonunont,
had he possessed, to be alone and free
to_indulge in his sad and bitter re-

Unknown to the valet, the Pescia
doctor had telegraphed fo him a few
days ago, and he had told Lady Grace
that he must start for Italy and at
once. Much to his surprise—to his em-
barrassment, also—she had declared
her intention of accom_panying him.
The fact must be stated, alas! that
Lady Grace could not endure her
lover's absence from her side, even
for a few days. Her love for him-—her
passion, as it must be called—had be-
come the absorbing sentiment of her
life, and like all absorbing emotions,
it tortured her. She knew, knew for
a certainty, that he did not love her,

ed ‘by a devouring jealousy and_dis-
content. She was rendered. wretched
if he spoke to or danced with a young
and pretty girl. She was jealous of
his past as a whole, but madly, fierce-
ly jealous of the girl Doris h.ia.rlowe,
from whom she had, by the assistance
of Spemser Churchill, succeeded m
separating him. e

She knew he did not love her; that
she had entrapped him into the en-
gagement; and she dreaded with an
agony of apprehension lest anything

not to much to say that she h‘ated the
marquis for being ill and clutlng the
postponement of her marriage. A
woman, when she knows that love s
returned, is full ‘of trust and conmfi-
dence; but Lady Grace, knowing that
Cecil boré her no love, was full of dis-
trust and  suspicion, doubt and fean
She was never happy nor at eage un-
less he was in her sight, and she found
it simply impossible to allow him to
go to Italy without her. Sometimes,
in the dead of night, she would awake
with a start and a cry of terror from
a nightmare in which she had dreamecd
that he had discoveged her share in
the plot which had! robbed him .of
Doris and bound him to herself, and
by day she lived in a constant dread
that some accident woull reveal the
conspiracy and deprive her of him.
So intense an anxiety began to tell
upon her;, and already there were lines
and wrinkles on the facd which artll!g
bhad painted and of which poets had
sung.

To p\Tt it briefly, Lady Grace's pan-
ishment had commenced even in the
first hour of her triumph! Black care
sits behind every. sorrow, but he is
never more safely seated than when
he rides behind the man or woman
whose success depends upon a 12,
She knew that the world would talk
and shrug its shoulders if she accom-
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troubled reverie that he had ‘quite tor- | riage,
" |gotten Lady Grace, ultll the famitiar | but
4l —too famjHar—“‘Ce—el
from the carriage, recalled his wan-

issuing

should ‘occur: to separate thun.fgt.!t

{in danger. You have come: on a fool’s

| took the wine to the car-

u' lips to it.
'M!" she said, irritably.
"Pnr hu-rr them onm, Cecil. I am sure
honn must be rested by:now.

were ta.lklnj to when I called you?”
she asked, abruptly, her keen eyes
fixed on his face.

He. felt himself growing white.
“Nobody you know,” he said, abrupt-
1y. “Try and drink sone wine it4s not
” m ” £
“Are you sure I don’t know them?
I thought I heard English voices.”
“You don’t know them,” he said, al-
most curtly. '

“Let me out and let me see,” she
seid, querulously. “I am sick of being
cooped up here.”

“Come out by all means, if you like,
Graee,” hé responded, ‘but there is no
one there, and the horses are just be-
ing put to.” ‘

4As he spoke, the postilion led the
weary animals into the shafts, and
Lady Grace sank back with a restless
sigh.

“We shall find the marquis dead,”
she said, callously. . “We seem td have
been years on the journey; yes, he'll
be dead!”

“I trust not,” he responded; grimly.
“I'l ride outside and smoke a cigar,”
he- added, as the post-boy smacked
his whip.
She flung herself back among the
cushions.

“Oh, very well,” she said, petulant-
1y. ¢

Lord Cecil got on the hox, and the
carriage rolled onwards to Pescia end
the fate awaiting them.

CHAPTER XXXV.
THE APPROACH OF THE SHADOW.

Heaven only knowr_;hlt complex-
fon Cecil’s thoughts took during the
the journey, but he was graver and
grimmer than ever when he got.down
at the door of the villa to help his at-
fianced bride to alight. ;

‘The marquis’s valet_recelved them
with surprise, tempeéred by satisfac-
tion.

“I am glad you have come, my lord,
though I did not like to take the re-
sponsibility of wiring for, you. The
marquis is much worsé. Oh, yes, de-
cidedly much worse. He is asleep just
now; but it is quite as well that you
came.”

“I will see him ‘at once,” said Lord
Cecil.

“And I, too,” said Lady Grace, slip-
ping her arm within his.

The valet led the way upstairs.
The old man was lying tppuent_lg
asleep; but as Lord Cecil bent over
him he opened his eyes, and after a
few seconds said, in a t’eble voice and
with the old, cynlecl smile:

“Oh, it's you, Cecil, is it? And is
thot you, my dear?” turning his eyes
in -the direction of Lady Grace. '
“Yes, it is I, dear marquis,” she
murmured. 3

He started.

“Oh, Grace, is it?” he mumbled. “I
thought it was she.”

“She? Who, dear marquis?” she de-
manded.

He smiled.

“No matter. And so they have sent
for you, have they? They think I am

errand, both of you. I"—grimly—“I
don’t mean to die yét, Grace.”

“Oh, I hope not! Pray, don't talk of
anything so dreadful,” she responded, |
with a false smile. “Why, you knew,”
and she bent lower, with a fine u.t-

“Ah, yes!” he l‘ﬁ. wearily, and
with none of the enthusiasm she had |

1t 1s sheer laziness. Who was that you | Barnes
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Senior, .Earl, care G.P.O.
Smith, Frederick, clo Gen. Delivery
Slipper, Mrs. F. W., Bond St.
Smith, A. A., Pleasant St.
Smith, Miss B. C., Rennie’s Mill Road
Simms, Miss Isabella,
care Mrs. W. C. Simms
Somerton, Miss Annie, Water Street
Snow, Wm. P., clo General Deliver
Soper, Miss D., Allandale Road
Sponer, Mr., Colonial St.
Spurdell, John, South Side
Sparka}i‘ Miss Lizzie, Maxse St.

Taylor, G. H., Cabot St.
Taylor, Miss S., Opera House
Taylor, Miss L., Water Street ]
Tetens, Louis B, clo Gen. Delivery
Thorne, Miss Helen, New Gower St.
Thomas, Miss Mary, New Gower St.
Tucker, Seymour, South Side
Tuff, C. R., Boncloddy St.
Tucker, Miss Mary, clo G.P.O.

U

Univerys;al Supply Co,, Renouf Bldg.

Vivian, Mrs. Ernest, card,
Mullock Strect
ViviauwArthur, Tremont Hotel

Way, Francis .

Walsh, Rd., Nagle's Hill

Watts, Frank, Long Pond Road
‘Wardrope, J. A, cjo Gen. Delivery
‘Watson, Charles

Walsh, Martin, Nagle’s Hill
‘Warford, Ralph, Lime St.

Walters, Miss V., card

Walsh, Miss Mary (of Toronto),
care Mrs. Walsh,

‘Warr, James, Colonial St.

Walsh, Miss Alice,, Murphy’s Square
‘Wall, Miss Emily, Cochrane St.
Woblter, Donald R.

Wheeler, Wm., clo G.P.O. ]
‘Weymouth, Miss E., Gower St. 3
West, Miss Annie, card,

‘Waterford B. Road

Glearance
Sale of

The Followin
rebuilt and secor
hand Organs a
offered at Barga
Prices.
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marked with the uyermoua-gr

other tsbm aro onlx uld Murphy, Michael, Freshwater Road

Weir, B. T., Newtown

[ Weir, James, Newtown Road
‘Webber, Mrs, Annie, Forest Road
‘Wright, Miss Jean, Gower Street
‘White, Mr. Chas., Barter’s Hill
Williams, Miss M. L., New Gower St
Winters, W. P, Hamilton St. 1
Williams, ‘Miss Louise, Gower St. |
"} White, Mrs. Edward, Water St. 2x
-4 Williams, Peter

Williams, Mrs, Sadie

‘White, Mm Neliie 7

Wills, F. G, Geo Btrnt

asked, with a berely concealed weari-
Dess. . -
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