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Which Was
The Heir?

CHAPTER XXXIX. 
(Concluded.)

I
HO is he?’ he asked, 
course you'll state your case 
fully—yôu won't keep any

thing back? I must know the worst, if 
worst it is ; for I’m hoping you’re 
mistaken.’

• Oh, I'm not mistaken,’ said White, 
with an air of confidence that struck 
home. * The heir is Mr. Edmund 
Bassington’s son.’

‘ He had no children,’ said Sidney, 
promptly. t

* That’s where you and the lawyers 
are wrong,’ retorted White, coolly. 
• He had a son—had a daughter as 
well —may have had more for all I 
know; but the" son's enough for me. 
I found him while I was out in Aus
tralia. Came upon him by accident, 
by a sheer piece of luck.’

* In Australia?’ said Sidney, thought
fully. ‘ One of those cases rather 
difficulty to prove, White.’

‘ They are, as a rule,’ assented 
White, with an air of candour. 4 But 
this one's plain as a ■ pike-staff. I’ve 
traced the boy to his.father > I’ve got 
documentary , evidence —• certificates 
and all that—no missing links or any
thing of that kind, but so straightfor
ward that a court would decide the 
case in half a day.’

' Sidney nodded.
‘ What is the boy’s name?’ he ask

ed. — --à •**' «*» * r ■
‘ Ronald Bassington—Ronald Lor- 

ton, and sometimes he calls himself 
Ronald Bell.’

Sidney Started and stared at him.
? ‘ Why, the boy’s been here 1’ he 

cried, involuntarily.
White nodded.
' That’s right,’ he said. 4 He was

him forward, to proclaim him'the heir, 
if I don't come to let ms with you, 
which I’m sure I shall, though.’

1 Does the boy know of his claim, 
of his relationship to the Starbor- 
oughs?’ asked Sidney.

< No,’ replied Lain ; 4 he knows no
thing. And he needn't know anything, 
can't know anything, unless I choose 
to tell him. That’s where I come in. 
The fact is, this Mr. Edmund Bassing- 
ton was rather a queer fish—seems to 
me all the Starbornugh family are what 

^ you call heccentric—he lived out there 
in Australia under an assumed name, 
and he died without telling it to his 
children.’

‘ Then I don’t understand hew ion 
know, how can you piove the lad’s
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the boy who I was looking for; and 
he was down here.’

•That’s why you came down here 
— to look for him?" asked Sidney.

White nodded, It did not suit him 
that Sidney should know that ‘ Cap
tain White’ was identical with/ Henry 
Lane,’ Mrs. Barren's son-in-law. Time 
enough to declare himself, if he did 
ever declare himself, when he had 
pulled off this little affair. . '

• That’s it,* he said. • I came after 
the boy. He’s slipped away ; but I 
know where to put my hand upon him. 
In fact, I’m fully prepared to bring

identity,’ said Sidney 
rush of hope.

• Well, it’s rather a strange coin
cidence,’ drawled Lane. ‘ I happen
ed to run across the boy under what 
you might call peculiar circumstances. 
And I obtained my documentary ev
idence from him. His father had 
made it up in a sealed packet—’

• And you stole it?’ interjected 
Sidney, suggestively.

‘ You may put it that way if you 
like.’ assented Lane, coolly. ‘ Any
how, I got it, I opened it — being 
naturally curious—and what’s more 
important. I've got it here in my 
breast-pocket.

• Will you show it to me?’ asked 
Sidney.

• With the greatest pleasure in life,’ 
responded Lane, cheerfully.

He drew out the packet and tossed 
it over to Sidney. With his hand 
s ill on the trigger of the revolver 
which, as if by accident, covered Sid
ney.

Sidney took the papets from the 
wrapper and read them over and over 
again carefully. As Lane had said, 
presupposing that Ronnie could prove 
his identity, a court of law would 
pronounce him the heir after a 
very few hours consideration.

Sidney folded the papers and hand
ed them back to Lane, who restored 
them to his pocket, and politely put 
the revolver out of sight, but in the 
side-pocket of his coat, from which 
he could cover Sidney if he wanted 
to do so.

, They seem pretty clear,’ said Sid
ney, after a few moments of thought.
• Now, let me hear what you propose, 
But first let me remind you that you 
may not be the only person in pos 
session of this secret. I only say 
may ; I don’t suppose there is any 
one else ; but we must take the chan
ces of it into consideration ; so, don't 
be unreasonable.’

1 There is no one else. I’m the 
only man who has got a hand in this.' 
Lone assented, confidently. ‘ The 
boy doesn’t know. I broke the seal 
to the packet. The father’s dead 
I’m the only man you’ve got to do 
business with, and here are my terms : 
I want fifty thousand pounds the day 
you come into the old hearldom, and 
five thousand a year afterwards for 
my life.’

Sidney laughed.
• Of course that is impossible,’ he 

said, as calmly as he could.
Lane shrugged his shoulders, and 

cocking his head on one side, squint
ed at Sidney.

« All right,’ he said, coolly. 4 Those 
are my terms—to-day. To-morrow 
I shall ask half as much again ; the 
day after I double it—like the sum 
about the nails and the horse-shoe. 
Just you consider for a moment, Mr. 
Richards—Bassington, I mean. Sup
pose you decline my terms, what kind 
of a hole are you in? I go in and

do business on the other side, and 
whether I get as much or not, you’re 
out of it completely—chucked. You 
lose the title and the estates, and you 
go back to London as poor as you 
came from it; you just sink back to 
what you was before, whatever that 
may have been. There is no help 
for it, I don’t suppose the heail 
would help you —or perhaps he raightj 
throw you a beggarly hundred a year, 
just to make up for the disappoint
ment. How would you like that? 
How does that prospect please you?’

Sidney’s swarthy face went from 
yellow to something like green. The 
earl help him ! He knew only too 
w,-i| that the earl would be only too 
glati to get rid of him ; he knew that 
the earl had always disliked him, and 
r- yarded him with contempt. One 
hundred a year ! He was not likely 
to give him even that. The earl might 
present him, through Mr. Oldham, 
with fifty pounds. Fifty pound 
against the title and estates of Star- 
borough ; and this scoundrel, this evil 
eyed, lantern-jawed villain, held the 
balance in his hand ! Coward as he 
was, I thick if Sidney Bassington could 
have got hold of the revolver he would 
have shot his extortioner. At any rate, 
there was. murder in his mind. But h. 
knew that there was no chance of his 
shooting the man, and that there wa 
every chance, in fact «a certainty, of 
the man shooting him if he attempted 
violence.

‘ You put it very forcibly, White,' 
he said. ‘ You see, you’ve had time 
to think the matter out. Whereas it
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comes to me suddenly. The term- 
you ask are tremendours ones, but I 
am afraid I shall have to agree to 
them.’

‘ I am afraid you will," commented 
Lane, drily. %I don’t deny they’re 
a bit stiff, but this is the chance of my 
life, and I am making the most of it, 
naturally enough. And I’m not only 
thinking of myself, I’ve got a daught 
er ; she’s the happle of ray heye ; and 
when I’ve made this pile I’m going 
to settle down as a country gentleman 
and make her an heiress. She’s been 
well brought up and ’ighly educated, 
and is equal to any position ’owever 
’igh— But that don't interest you.'

He was quite right; it did not in 
terest Sidney in the very least. He 
was too much engrossed thinking of 
himself, of this terrible peril, this 
danger of losing all that had become 
so precious to him. Hg thought not 
only of the title and the estates and 
the earls money, the position and 
the wealth that would go with it, but 
of Eva Rashleigh. Perhaps it was 
this last thought, the desire for her, 
which assailed him most strongly. 
Give it all up, the thought of win 
ning her! It was impossible!

‘ Let us cut the matter short,’ he 
said. 41 agree to your terms. B- 
the way, I have taken these docti 
inents for granted, I haven't suggest
ed that they are forgeries.’

Lane shrugged his shoulders. 
•They're right enough,’ he said, in

differently. * I'm not clever enough 
to forge them ; and I couldn’t forge 
the stamps, you know. Besides I'm 
not the man to run my neck into a 
noose. I ve had enough of—’ 'Quod,' 
he was going to say, but he checked

himself in time. • I thought you would 
come to terms, so I brought a little 
agreement with me. Here it is.’

(To be continued.)

Harry Leader's
Severest Critic.

The popular Scotch comedian 
place» the greatest reliance upon hla 
wife’s judgement in regard to new 
songs. "T have got books," he says, 
"heaps of them, of old music. Some 
of the books are nearly 200 years old. 
I can play the bagpipes, and the piano, 
too, sufficiently well to try over the 
longs, and when I am putting words 
and music together I have Just my 
■wife to give me her opinion. She Is 
my critic, and I rely entirely on her 
judgement. When 1 try a new song 
she stands at the back of the stalls 
to watch me and me to listen,and when 
my turn is over she gives me her 
opinion. It is always sufficient for 
me. Even my patter I submit to my 
wile to criticise. The secret of suc
cessful songs? Well, I believe in 
tunes the audiences can easily hum. 
for they cannot all sing the words. 
You get such tunes among the old 
old melodies of the people, and I am 
hunting these up every day.”
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Water Street, Harbor Grace.
Suburban Residences, St. John’s. 
Grand Banter-Headquarters of th ■ 

Bank Fishery. ^
R. C. Church, Plac&tla.
Railway SWWfhTwfe. John’s.
The Narrows* oB entrance to St 

John’s.
St. John’s, as seek front the U. V.

Cathedral.
View of St, John’s West 
View of St John’s East 
Iceberg off the Narrows, St John’s. 
Iceberg, 200 feet high, aground onl- 

slde St John'hZ 
Dry Dock, St John’s.
Waterford Bridge and River. 
Waterford Valley, Suburbs St John’s. 
Quid! Yldi, Typical Fishing Village. 
Manuel’s River.
Railway Bridge, Manuel’s River.

Petty Harbor.
Logy Bay.

Placentia.
Only 20c. per Album of 20 Views.

(See Chronicle for No. 2 series.)
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Andrews, Mrs., Gower St. 
Antle, Andrew, Field St. 
Andrews, Peter, Gower St. 
Adey, Mrs., retd.
Anthony, R., Balsam St. 
Anthony, Harvle 

B
Blandford, John,

Pennywell Road 
Bradbury, Mrs.,

Hamilton St 
Balnbrldge, R. A.
Brennan, Miss Mary J.,

Gower St.
Bell, Mrs. J.
Brennan, Miss J.
Bennett, William 
Breen, Mrs., retd.
Brlen, Mrs.,

Mundy Pond Rd 
Brlen, Master Leo.,

Waldegrave St 
Brine, John, General Office 
Bowring, Samuel 
Butler, Denis, retd.
Burke, Mrs. P. J. card 
Butler, E. J.,

Mount Sclo Road 
Button, Selena, retd.
Sutler, Miss May,

Monroe Street 
Butt, Maggie, retd.
Bools, J., retd.

,C
Cahill, Mrs., King’s Road 
Cranford, Miss M„

care Mrs. Smith,
Wood Street

Chafe, T. G.
Chafe, Miss Annie,

Mundy Pond 
Catigan, Thomas J.,

Duckworth St.
Case, Amos 
Carson, W.
Carew, Miss May 
Clarke, Mrs. C. W. 
Jheeseman, Mrs. Jas.,

York Street
Jritch, Bertram 
hisholm, T. F. 
oat y, John, retd.

! ornell, Ross E.
C>nnoliy, Miss Ethel, retd. 
Cooper, Miss Dora,

care Miss Crocker 
Crocker, W. J.
Cox, Mrs. Minnie, retd.
Cook, A. C., slip 
Conway, Jas. Patrick 
Cullen, Miss Rose, retd. 
Cummings, Mrs. Wm. 
Curnew, James,

Duckworth Street 
D

Dawe, Isaac 
Dawe, George 
Davis, Mrs. Michael 
Dally, Morris A..

care G. P. O. 
Dalton, Mrs. B., retd.
Dwyer, Michael,

Mundy Pond Road 
Doyle, Miss Nellie, retd. 
Dooley, Bernard 
Doyle, Miss Bessie, retd.

E
Evans, Mr., card,
Earle, Wm., card 
Earle, Jacob 
Ellett, John, Bond St.

F
Farland, K. M.
French,. Miss Mary E.,

Peters’ Street 
Fitzpatrick, Mrs. Stephen,

Water St. 
Fitzpatrick, -Miss Evangeline 
Fitzpatrick, Mrs.,

Pleasant Si 
Fitzpatrick, D. J.
Folgor, Capt. K. C.
Froud, Miss Isabella,

Theatre Hill 
Ford, Miss May,

Brazil’s Square 
Fowlow, Mrs. Wm., retd.

G
Gatheral, Miss,

Adelaide Street 
Gazatta, Mies Veronica 
Glaabey, Miss Leah 
Garland, Miss Maggie, retd. 
Green George 
Greenelade, Miss Lizzie, card 
George, Reuben,

care General Post Office 
Gosse, -Miss Minnie,

Circular Road 
Golden, Miss E. Jane,

Duckworth Street 
Gambler, Miss M. A.,

Wood’s Street 
H

Hartery, Eliza Mrs., retd. 
Hamilton. A. E.
Harvey, S. J.
Harvey, Mrs.,

McFarlane St 
Hayward, Miss Mary,

Military Road
Hall, C. H.
Henebury, Mrs. Annie, retld. 
Hepedge, John 
Healey, Patrick,

Blackhead
Hearn, Ellen 
Hogan. John 
Hopkins, Mrs. Polley,

Lime Street 
Hogan, Miss Ethel,'

Victoria Street 
Hutchings, Henry,

South Side, St. John’s 
Hartery, Mike, retd.

I
Ingraham, E. A.,

care General Delivery
J

Johnstpn, George 
Jefferies, E. A.
Joyce, James

K
Kelly, Mrs. A.,

New Gower Street 
King, Walter H., Water St. 
Kirby, Charles,

George's Street
Kirby, Mrs.,

Pearce Avenue 
Kent, Philip, card

1
Lawrence, Thomas,

George’s St.

Legg, Miss M., retd.
Leonard, Harry, Flower Hill 
Lewis, F. J., •

care General Delivery 
Lodge, Edmund,

late Bell Island
Lowe, L„

King's Bridge Road 
Loveless. Hickman, retd. 
Lustln, Mrs. John,

care O. P. O.
M

Martin, Mrs. Dan.,
Georgestown 

Malone, Thos., Victoria St. 
Martin. 8. H., card 
Maloney, Mrs. Annie,

Carew Street
Mellor, F. C.
Mercer, P.,

Blackmarsh Road 
Moores, Miss Mary,

Forest Road 
Mllley, Miss Lizzie 
Miller, Miss B.
Morrissey, W. J., retd. 
Moors, J.
Morrissey, Miss Maggie, ca; d 
Morrison, Capt. A. J., retd. 
Morry, Edward, Gower St. 
Molloy, B„ retd.
Mulley, James, retd.
Murphy, Mrs. T„ card 
Mitchell, Mrs., Prescott St. 

Me
McGrath, Mr.
McNeill, W. J.,

late Grand Falls 
McKenzie, J. A., card 
McLoughlan,

care Mr. Cross|Smith 
John, Flower Hill

Pike, Mrs. S., retd.
Pike, Mrs. E. W„ retd.
Pynn, Mrs. S„ retd.
Pike, Mrs. Arthur 
pynn, Willie, retd.
Powers, John 
Power, Maggie, retd.
Power, M. J., late Halifax.

Q
Qlnton, John,

lute Grand Falls
It

Ralph, Miss Beatrice, card, 
LeMerctiant Hd. 

Rains, Mrs. John, !
Pleasant St.

Ryan, Mist Katie, \
Now Gower St, 

Reid, Miss Mary J.,
Hamilton Street 

Held, Mrs. Lizzie, retd. 
Reeves, Stanley,

Hamilton St.
Rose, Joshua, Charlton St. 
Roberts, Capt. W. T.
Roberts, Thomas, tanner 
Roberts, Eliza, card 
Roberts
Russell, Edward
Ryan, Joseph, care G.P.O.

S
Sheehan, Patrick,

late North Sydney 
Stamp, John, retd.
■Stacey, Patrick 
a-eppard,1 Albert, card 
Spencer, Martha, retd. 
Sellers, Herbert, card 
Shelebton, Robert 
Smith, Wm. B.

McGrath,
N

Neal, Peter.
Blackmarsh Road 

Norris, Mrs. Mary A., retd 
Noel, Mrs. Bertha,

Geofge’s Street
Noftall, Jas.,

Playmouth Road 
Noseworthy, William,

Freshwater Road 
Nolan, Clara B., retd. 
Noseworthy, M.
Norris, Mrs. John.

Military Road
0

O’Neill, Chas.
O'Brien, Mrs.,

Merrymeeting Rd

P
Parrott, A., card,

Long Pond
Parsons, Lizzie,

care Mr. Ash, 
Prescott Street

Payne, P.
Passey, Mrs., Casey’s St. 
Patten, Pelgram,

late St. John, N.B. 
Parsons, Geo. R„ card 
Penny, Jerry,

Dameral’s Lane 
Peters, Miss Bride, retd. 
Perks, Mrs. Joseph, card. 
Pike, Miss Mary E„

Wood’s Street

Mrs. C.
Blackmarsh Road 

Snow, George, retd.
Snow, Wm.
Scroggie, Mrs. Wm. D.
Shute, Jas., Long's Hill 
Sullivan, Miss Mary,

... New Gower St. 
Sullivan, Samuel,

late Glace Bay, C.B. 
T

Taylor, J. T.
Taylor, Geo.
Tibbo, Mrs. Richard,

Pope Street 
Toole, Francis, care G.P.O. 
Taylor, Joseph,

No. 1 -----  St.
Viguers, Miss Mary,

Crosbie Hotel 
W

Walsh, Mrs. Agnus,
care John Gladney 

Warren, T. E., card 
Walsh, Mrs.,

New Gower Street 
Walsh, Miss Maud, retd. 
Wheeler, Ethel 
Wiseman, John, card 
Windsor, Ernest,

care Parker & Monroe 
Winsor,- Wm.
White, Allen, Flower Hill 
Wood, Chas.
Woodford, Philip,

late Grand Falls 
Woods, C., restaurant,

Water Street

SEAMEN'S LIST.

A C II
Nolan, Capt. Bernard,

Morris, Mr., schr. Clara McDonald. T . s s. Home
s.s. Adventure Flett, James A., Wheeler, Capt. David,

schr. Canada schr. Hava
B G J

Nolan Frederick, Butler, Martin L., Stuckless, Edward,
schr. Bell Franklin schr. George R. Alston schr. Jerfolton

G. P. O., May 17th, 1910.

Shave, Capt. Thos.,
schr. ----- -

N
Lawrence, Edward,

schr. Nellie M. 
P

Wheeler, Thomas,
schr. Pandora

H. J. I). WOODS, P.M.G.
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(Published Annually)

E

Cab1 ft >rW»* 14 Annua iRF Lonixn.

Per S.S. Bornu.
NEW STRAWBERRIES. 

BANANAS.
CALIFORNIA ORANGES. 

TOMATOES and ASPARAGUS. 
CELERY. 

CUCUMBERS.
NEW CABBAGE.

NEW YORK CORNED BEEF. 
NEW YORK CHICKEN.

Per S. S. Bornu.

JAMES STOTT.
■

NABLES traders throughout the 
World to communicate direct- with 
English

MANUFACTURERS A DEALERS
in each class of goods. Besides being a 
complete commercial guide to London 
and ita suburbs the Directory contain1 
lets of

EXPORT MERCHAN
with the goods they ship, and tha Co.onia 
and Foreign Markets they supply ,

STEAMSHIP LINES
arranged under the Ports to which they 
sail, and indicating the approximate 
tailings ;

PROVINCIAL TRADE NOTICES
of leading Manufacturers, Merchants, 
etc., in the principal provincial townt 
and industrial centres ol the United 
Kingdom.

A copy of the current edition will be 
forwarded, freight paid, on receipt o' 
Postal Order for 80s.

Dealers seeking Agencies can advertise 
their trade cards for ICI, or large adver
tisements from £3.

THE LONDON DIRECTORY Co., Ltd
a$, Abchurch Lane, London, E. C.

YOU’VE GOT 
TO KNOW

Where every letter, account, and con
tract belonging to you can be found at 
a moment’s notice—that is if your 
business is run properly. Is yours run 
properly? Why not? A Complete j 
Filing System is easily and eco- ■ 
nomicaTly obtainable. Shall be glad 
to illustrate and explain details.

Office—Duckworth St. 
marl0,tf

PERCIE JOHNSON,
Agent.

Pianos and Organs. Intending 
purchasers would do well to call and 
see our Stock before buying. Terms 
and prices to suit CHESLEY 
WOODS, ’The White Piano & Organ 
Store.—mar26,tf.

P. E. ISLAND POTATOES.
To-ilay, May l<>lh. per S.S, Boiiavlsla.

300 barrels Best P. E. I. POTATOES, for eating 
and seed purposes. 6,1 ,

50 barrels Beauty of Hebron Potatoes
reality of Hebron is one of the best EARLY SEED Pota

toes that grows.
LOWEST PRICES.

aeorsre NEAL

Men’s & Boys’ Readymades.
Our Spring and Summer Stock of

Mens’ & Boys’ READYMADE CLOTHES
Now open and ready for your inspection.

Outsort orders carefully and promptly attended to.

WILLIAM FREW, Water St., learlOpZonrtHwe

2000 boxes Window Glass
Wmtl(H\ C,I;i (SS @ lust Received a Shipment of

2000 boxes

xrn^Wj Quality Guaranteed.

JOB PRINTING MARTIN HARDWARE CO’V.


