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themselves to ‘‘administer the sacrament of
citizenship’’ intelligently.

Perhaps, if you realized the full truth
that women are not disfranchised because
“‘women do not want to vote;’’ ‘‘because
good men fear the influence of bad women
on polities, or bad polities on good women,”’
as is commonly reported; but because bad
men fear the influence of good women on
bad politics, and fear the influence of good
politics over the affairs of bad men, you
would be ready to join the Political Equal-
ity League.

Perhaps, if you realized that every ex-
cuse offered for the disfranchisement of
women had done service in turn for every
proposed reform in women’s conditions,
viz.: the higher education, property con-
trol, publie speaking, the right of organiza-
tion, ete., you would the more readily per-
ceive that each excuse is but the shadowy
creation of unreasoning prejudice set up to
affright the morbid imaginations of the

timid, and you would not be frightened.

Perhaps, if you observed that the oppo-
sition to woman suffrage comes from the
States where women do not vote and is
therefore based upon theory, while in no
State where the people have extended the
suffrage to woemn, and therefore have had
opportunities to observe the effects of its
actual operation, has there been any effort
to repeal such laws, you might feel more
confidence in the righteousness of the cause,
and be willing to speak a word for it now
and then.

Perhaps, then, if you would turn to the
report of the Superintendent of Education,
and would learn that more girls than boys
were graduated from our high schools, and
also that only an insignificant per cent of
crime is committed by women, and then
noting that only few immoralities known
to you are committed by women, you would
recognize in woman suffrage added intelli-
cence and morality to the voting forees.
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