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mimions, all strictly I’rcsbytc-rnin, and all owing 
their origin to alleged unsmindness in each other’s 
discipline of iaith, shall he considered when we 
come to speak of schism ; and we allude to it here, 
only as indicating a general restlessness under the 
Westminster Confession, and a constant tendency 
to remodel its provisions. And what was the con 
dition of the Kirk at the beginning of this cen­
tury ? Who will deny that under the workings of 
an Arian, Arminian, and Pelagian leaven in differ­
ent proportions, what is now regarded as distinctly 
the Evangelical doctrine, was almost universally 
lost ?

“ And what has been the fate of Presbyterian 
churches in England, where they have been suffi 
ciently detached from the Scottish Kirk to evade 
the jurisdiction of ar. Episcopal Parliament? of

iiarishes entt i hi ! shed hi tlieir iflory in tin; days ni
8»

Cl I mi well, 'HO nee nine I nitminn 1 1 was person­
ally informed a few years since in London, by 
men who bewailed the fact, that up to recent date 
every Presbyterian church and chapel in the Metro 
jKilis had lapsed into Socinianism. . . On
this account I was advised and obliged, every­
where in England, to drop the name of Presby­
terian, or if 1 still b ire it, uniformly to explain it.

“ And what at the time you sjieak of, was the 
state of the denomination in Ireland 9 Where it 
was not Vnitarian it was Arian from centre to cir­
cumference, and that within one hundred years of 
the most wonderful ‘ awakening ’ and ‘ revival ’ 
that history has recorded.

“ Not long after this, as has been commonly the 
case under the operation of like causes, opposition 
to Creeds began to be made, and IMagianism, 
Arianism, and Socinianism, and especially the 
views of Dr. Priestly, prevailed and were current 
at the beginning of this century. . . .

“ Let us cross the channel that divides England 
from the Continent. The glorious Church of the 
Huguenots and Vaudois. . . . Where is this
Church at which, for its virtues and prowess, the 
whole world wondered f It is fallen ! It is fallen !
It is a cage of unclean birds ; it is the hold of 
every foul spirit ; it is the worst of anti-Christs ; 
it denieth the Father mid the Sun. . . . Of her
GOO Presbyterian clergy, 1 was informed a few 
years since, upon the spot, ‘ that there were not 
found ten ’ who dared to allirm that Jesus Christ 
was • God manifested in the flesh.’ Who can 
wonder that infidelity has ' hastened to the prey,’ 
and that Popery ‘ has divided the spoil ’? '

“ Passing over to Switzerland, let us go through 
her twenty-two Republics, beginning at the home, 
the church, the pulpit, the grave of Calvin. I 
saw in the heart of Geneva a proud sepulchral 
monument to Rousseau ; but, to forgotten Calvin,
• they raised not a stone, they carved not a line.' 
The Confession of Faith continues as it does in 
France, to be subscribed ; but it is no longer be­
lieved. The ashes of Servetus, to whose fiery 
death Calvin gave his voice, have been scattered 
over lake and hill, and have broken forth in blains 
and boils upon the whole Presbyterian body ; while 
the opinions for which Sevetus perished are preached 
with trumpet tongue in the very Cathedral from 
which Calvin hurled his anathemas against him. 
Of the whole venerable Synod of Geneva, but one 
solitary pastor, as I was inforned when on the 
ground, was even xuspected of believing in the Di­
vinity of Jesus. They began by denouncing it a 
superstition to bow at His name ; they have ended 
by declaring it idolatry to bow to Him at all. 
When a few years ago, the venerable Malan dared 
to say in a discourse that Jesus * is the true God 
and eternal life,’ he was driven from the pulpit

Hml hooted on the streets as profanely as if he had 
cast his pearls before a Musselman mob in Mecca, 
or in Bey rout. The same was the state in the 
other republics. In short, the old Church of 
Switzerland, the Church of Zuinglius and ISucer, 
and of Calvin, has become openly Socinian and 
infidel. And what has been the fate of
the faith in Germany, the land of Luther ?
It is taught by some of her pastors that there is 
no other God than the things we see, and that 
nnn himself is the highest personification of Di­
vinity, and in such a one as Christ Man may 
therefore he lawfully adored. As to the Bib'e, it 
has been justly said, that if Lutin r could return 
from the dead, he would find the Bible as much 
banished from the communities professing his 
doctrine, as it was in the worst times of the Papal 
Policy. And if the Bib'.e has begun to re appear 
in those lands at all, it has been, in many an in­
stance, if not in absolutely all, by the direct or 
indirect agency of British residents, or of a British 
and Foreign Society.” (p. 155).

Some three or four years ago, Mr. Spurgeon, 
the eminent Baptist preacher, brought a terrible 
indictment against his brother dissenting ministers 
in England. He said that for a long time there 
had been manifest a very rapid down grade ten­
dency in matters of faith, and that now it was 
very uncertain, indeed, in what chapel you would 
hear the full fait!- preached. Though certainly no 
friend of the Church of England, he at the same 
time acknowledged that in its churches alone one 
could be almost certain of hearing the truth in its 
fulness.

The late Dr. T. C. Ewer, Rector, of Christ 
Church, New York, in a remarkable series of ser­
mons called the Failure of Protestantism, preached 
in New York in 1868, quotes a Protestant minis­
ter with regard to the present state of religion in 
Geneva (p. 78).

- “ The statements made by Mr. J. Wright, a
Unitarian, are, alas, too true ! viz., that the 
successors of the very magistrates who condemned 
Servetus, of the pastors who excommunicated 
him as the denier of the Trinity, no.v themselves 
unite in rejecting that doctrine ! The fiith of the 
great Churches of Geneva is Unitarianism. The 
number of inhabitants in Geneva amounts to 
about 61,000 ; among them are about 40,000 Un.* 
tarians, 18,000 Roman Catholic , and the miserabl 
balance only are left to Protestant Trinitarianisin.”

Concerning New Eng and, Massachusetts and 
Connecticut, the most Protestant part of the 
Sûtes, the original home of the Pilgrim Fathers 
(1620), he gives the following from the Hartford 
Courant : “ The Congregational ministers of Con­
necticut have thoroughly canvassed their parishes 
to ascertain the actual religious condition of the 
State. The result was unexpected.” The Com­
mittee on Home Evangelization say in their pub­
lished report : “ The returns give the impression 
that the Roman Catholic population do not often 
sink to so low a grade of heathenism as the irreli­
gious native-born population. They do not en­
tirely abandon some thought of God, and some 
iespect for their own religious observances. Uni­
formly the districts most utterly given over to desola­
tion are districts occupied by a population purely 
native American. A similar state of things is 
reported to exist in some parts of Massachusetts.”
(p. 80).

The same writer says (p. 81) : “ Look at Har­
vard University, once Trinitarian, but descending 
after a while into Unitarianism. Yale College was 
established, if I mistake not, owing to the Unitar­
ianism of Harvard. At any rate, President Clap,
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on entering on his duties there, ‘^lblicly ;u-kno\\ - 
ledged not only the Westmi aster t'ateehism m l Inn 
fession and Saybrouh Platfnrm, but also the Apos­
tles’, Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds as agreeing 
with the Word of God.’ In 1 h->-2 all tests were 
abolished. ‘ Thus in regard to the form tl teach­
ing of theology in the ■ Church of Christ in Vale 
College ' as required by statute, it began with full, 
definite, established formulas of Faith, and ended 
in nothing.’ ” With regard to ( lermany, he quotes 
a letter hy Rev. Abel Stevens, a leading scholar 
among the Methodists, that appeared in the Meth­
odist, who says : “ Indifference to all vital religion 
seems to be a characteristic of the mass of the 
Germanic race. . . . Religious indifference
is the leading characteristic of the masses, as free- 
thinking and materialism are of the cultivât d 
classes, and between them religious life has mostly 
died out.”

It is a most significant fact tha* there have been 
over three hundred •' sects ” that, at different 
times, separated themselves from the One Catho­
lic Church. Of over two hundred whose names
have come down to us from the period before the 
Reformation (’• some of which grew to enormous 
size in their day, and lasted for centuries ”) the 
only one that is now in existence and that can, 
therefore, with any reason, claim parentage previ­
ous to that, is the pne whose members deny our 
Lord s Divinity—the Unitarians.

May we not well say, “ I am a Churchman be­
cause it is not safe to leave that Holy Church 
which is the * Pillar and ground of the Truth.’ 
My love for the Lor i, and my zeal for His 
honour, compels me to abide with her who, 
even though some of her ministers should be faith­
less, by her Creeds and Sacraments must ever wit­
ness that He, her Beloved, is truly ‘ Very God of 
Very God.’ ” ___________________

REVIEWS.
Year Book and Clergy List of the Church of

England in Dominion of Canada. 1892.
Price 25 cents. Toronto : Joseph P. Clougher.

This is exactly what the Church has long been 
requiring, and it should be found on every Church­
man’s table. It contains the information that 
every day we are iu want of, and much a so that 
is novel, but we appreciate it as soon as we see it. 
Nothing can more surely prove the better, health­
ier spirit growing in the Church, or do more to 
foster it. In addition to the material usually met 
with in a Church Calendar, we find tables, that 
show great care, upon the sources from which our 
morning and evening Services were taken, a com­
parative view of Communion offices, of which six 
are placed in parallel columns, and a table, of dates 
of events connected with the history of the Book 
of Common Prayer. There is a graphic account 
of each diocese in the Donfinion, with some des­
cription of their Church work and institutions, and 
an attempt is made to present statistical and finan­
cial statements. The general clergy list is very 
full, and tells at a glance “ who is who.” The 
mass of information upon the Church and her 
agencies should interest every one, and the illus­
trations, which are evidently taken ftom photo­
graphs, are excellent. We know no recent pub­
lication of Canada so deeply interesting and valu­
able. The cost is only twenty-five cents.

Home & «foreign dbortb pleins
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MONTREAL.
Montreal.—Lent.—In reply to the question, And 

what did you hear at St. James’ on Ash Wednesday ? 
your correspondent’s daughter said :—“ The preacher, 
Rev. Abbott Smith, spoke about the difference in the 
meaning of the declaratory Amen, e.g., in the Com­
minution service and after the Creed, and the pwc®-


