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sent to this country by his Government 
to be educated for the civil service of 
Japan.

He was introduced to me by a lady (a 
member of our Church) with whom he 
was boarding. He told me that he 
wished to have some conversation with 
me, and I made an appointment to meet 
him in my study on the following Tues­
day.

At the appointed time he came and 
upon my opening the door, in response 
to his ring, he greeted me with a low 
bow, after the manner of his country, 
and politely took a seat in response to 
my invitation to that effect.

After the ordinary introductory words 
of courtesy, I said to him :

“ Mr. K., I am glad to see yon, and 
am now at your service. What is the 
nature of your wish ? What is the ob­
ject of this interview ?”

He at once, in a somewhat broken 
dialect, and yet with well-chosen words, 
replied :

. v “ Mr. Pentecost, I am, as you may 
know, with a great many of my young 
countrymen, seeking a western educa­
tion ; th at is, an education after the 
manner of the European peoples. In 
addition to the studies that we shall 
pursue in the schools and colleges of 
your country, we are instructed to learn 
all we can about your institutions, man­
ners, customs, and especially to make 
ourielves acquainted with the religion 
of your country—Christianity. I am, 
therefore, come to see if you can teach 
me your religion.

By this he did not at all mean that 
he wishedjto become a disciple of Christ, 
but simply that he wished to study it, 
as he might political economy, or the 
Constitution of the United States.

I told him I would be most happy to 
do what I could to help him in this di­
rection.

He thanked me, and wanted to know 
how much I would charge him and when 
he might come to me for instruction.

I assured him that there would be no 
charge ; but on the contrary, I should 
take great pleasure in seeing him one 
afternoon in each week.

To this arrangement he assented with 
thanks.

I then asked him what his religion 
was. He told me that he scarcely could 
tell ; that though only eighteen years 
old he had embraced and given up suc­
cessively several religions ; that so far 
as Confucius was concerned it was no 
religion that ho offered, but only ethics. 
He spoke highly of Confucius, and said 
there were contained in his writings 
many excellent precepts. I found out,

—* however, that he was a Theist, believ­
ing in the existence of one Supreme God 

a being to be worshipped, on some 
accounts to be loved and on some others 
to be feared ; but, upon the whole, his 
idea of God was confused, as it must 
always be with those who merely specu­
late.

He had never read the Bible ; had 
heard a few sermons, but did not know 
Jlf whom men spake when they talked 
at preached of Jesus. The first inter- 

was over by this time and he was
f* eome again in a week.
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Promptly on the day and hour ap­
pointed he came. I took my Bible in 
hand, knowing scarcely where or how 
to begin. It was a novel position for 
me to be face to face with an intelligent 
and fairly cultivated young man, who 
yet knew absolutely nothing of the Bible 
and without the most distant idea of 
the revelation therein contained. But 
with an inward prayer to God for gui­
dance, I began. Without opening the 
Bible, I told him the story of the crea- 
tio n, including, of course, the creation 
of man ; of bis temptation and fall ; of 

f his coming to the knowledge of sin ; of 
the awakening in him of conscience ; of 
his effort to hide his nakedness and to 
hide himself from God ; of God’s call 
and the confession ; of God’s curse upon 
the serpent and the earth ; of his clo­
thing man with coats of skins ; of his 
pronnse of a Redeemer in the person of 
the “seed of the woman,” and of man’s 
banishment from the Garden.

Then of Cain and Abel and the tw<F etelligent face occasionally changing
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altars—one bearing an offering of the 
fruit of the field, and the other a sacri­
fice from the flock ; the acceptance of 
the one, the rejection of the other ; of 
Cain’s anger and the murder of Abel ; 
the subsequent^ quest of God for the 
mu r^erer, and his curse and wandering.

Then the progress of the race till the 
flood ; the wickedness and evil-hearted- 
ness of the people ; of the flood and the 
ark ; the reservation of Noah and his fa­
mily ; of the degeneracy of the race after 
the flood ; of Babel and the dispersion.

Then ofjthe call of Abraham, and his 
history, including the offering of Isaac ; 
of Jacob and Esau ; of Jacob and the 
twelve patriarchs ; of the sale of Joseph 
into Egypt ; his history there ; of the fa­
mine ; and the coming down of Israel 
and all his family into Egypt ; of the 
subsequent bondage there; of the birth 
of Moses ; his preservation and educa­
tion ; his flight into the wilderness ; his 
wonderful meeting there with I AM, 
talking to him out of the burning bfastf*; 
of his deliverance of the children of 
Israel out of Egypt, dwelling expressly 
upon the slaying of the Paschal Lamb ; 
of the passage of the Red Sea ; the wan­
dering in the desert ; the mann# and 
the smitten rock ; the giving of the law ; 
the unbelief of the people ; the fiery ser­
pent and the brazen serpent lifted up ; 
the crossing of Jordan under Joshua; 
the siege and sack of Jericho, and the 
subsequent possession of the Promised 
Land.

Here I rested, having consumed more 
than an hour in this running rehearsal 
of events. The story of the Bible never 
seemed so interesting and so real to me. 
I seemed to talk with a thrill and glow, 
as if I had been an eye-witness of these 
events. All this time my Japanese friend 
had preserved a perfect silence, listen­
ing with respectful and yet most absorb­
ed interest, but never once changed ex­
pression, except an occasional gleam of 
unusual interest in his eyes. I gave him 
a few chapters out of Genesis, Exodus, 
and Deuteronomy to read, and then 
closed our second interview.

At the third interview, pursuing the 
same method, I took up the subsequent 
history of the Jews—the story of the 
Judges ; of Samuel, of Saul, David, and 
the Kings ; of the Prophets, especially of 
Elijah aud Elisha ; of the captivity ; of 
Daniel and the Hebrew children ; of the 
rebuilding of the Temple, etc.

Then, going back, I took up and re­
hearsed to him the Jewish ceremonial 
worship, especially describing the tab­
ernacle and Temple ; the holy priest; 
the offerings ; the altar; the laver; the 
holiest of all, with the ark of the cove­
nant; the mercy seat; the cherubim 
and shekinah, enclosed by the veil ; the 
service of the high priest on the day of
atonement. I - .

yhen beginning with the first promise 
of * Saviour given to Adam in the Gar-

' d,n. and linking it With all th. h<*»7
I -1 t "
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of the Jews, I traced the Messianic 
promises rapidly through the Law and 
the Prophets, down till the close of the 
prophetieperiod, especially calling atten­
tion to the 53rd of Isaiah. This closed 
our third interview. My heathen only 
interrupted me when he did not quite 
understand the significance of some 
word or event.

At our fourth interview I began with 
the New Testament, and told him the 
story of the incarnation; the subsequent 
life of J esus ; the miracles ; his para­
bles, - one of which, the parable of the 
prodigal son, I read ^ and then of His 
betrayal, trial, death, resurrection and 
ascension ; the promise of His coming 
again, and of the resurrection of the 
dead ; of the final separation of the 
wicked from the righteous and the ever­
lasting glory of the redeemed. During 
this, as at other interviews, my young 
Japanese friend for the most part sat 
in silent but absorbed interest; his in­

expression as some new point of pecu­
liar interest was presented.

At this4point I gave him an abridged 
copy of Hanna’s “ Life of Christ,” to 
read in connection with the New Testa­
ment. It ought to be borne in mind 
that all the time, so far as anything to 
the contrary had developed, his interest 
in tfiia matter was purely secular and 
educational.

At the fifth interview he asked me 
some questions concerning the person 
and death of Christ—as to his divine 
nature and the meaning of hie death. 
Then be voluntarily expressed his sur­
prise and delight in the story of Christ’s 
life and the beautiful teaching of the 
Bible ; admitting that "there was noth­
ing in any of the religions of the East 
that was “ so grand and pure.”

I then read to him again the 53rd 
chapter of Isaiah, calling his attention 
back to the story of the Paschal Lamb 
in Egypt ; the Jewish sacrifice of atone­
ment ; the high priest ; the mercy seat 
in the holiest of all ; proceeded to unfold 
to him as best I could the necessity and 
significance of the atonement ; read to 
him the story of Christ and Nicodemus: 
and brought up again the “ lifting up 
of the serpent in the wilderness,” link­
ing it, as Christ had done, with his own 
“ lifting up for the sins of the world.” 
In short, I preached to him Jesus. I 
saw that he was. visibly affected, and 
waited far him to say-- what was in his 
mind and heart.

After a few thoughtful momîuts of 
silence, he asked me :

44 Is God the Father of all people ?”
“ Yes, of all people.”
44 Of the Japanese ?”
“ Yes, of Japanese, if they will accept 

his Son Jesus Christ”
*• Will he be a Father to me ?”
“Yes, if you will receive his Son.” 

And then I read to him the words : 
“H e came unto bis own, and his own 
received him not ; but as many as re­
ceived him, to them gave he power to 
become the Children of God, even to 
them that believed on his name.”— 
(John i, 11-12.) I then told him how 
by the grace of God, Christ had tasted 
death for every man (Heb. ii), and how 
in the great company of the redeemed 
whom John saw there were those out of 
every “ kindred and tongue and people 
and nation" who bad been redeemed by 
his blood.

“ Will he be a Savipur to Japanese ?”
J4 Certainly.”
“ At well as to American ?”
“ Of course. He came to take away 

the sin of the world."—(John i, 29.) 
m for God so loved the world that he 
gave bis only begotten Son, that whom­
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.”—(John iii, 
16.)

“ Will he be a Saviour to met"
44 Certainly.”
44 When ?”1 i

“ Now ! Just as soon as you will re­
ceive him.”

44 Then I take him now to be my Sav­
iour and I take God to be my Father. 
What must I do ?”

“ Confess him ; for with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness, and 
with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation.”—Rom. x. 10. And follow 
him, for 44 if any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, take up his 
cross daily, and follow me.”—(Luke ix. 
23.)

We then knelt together—he for the 
first time to the true God, thanking 
him for leading this his child “ out of 
darkness into light for leading him 
so simply,to accept his Son and Him 
for his Father, and prayed that he 
might be taught the way more perfect­
ly out of his Word and by his Spirit. 
And' then I asked him to pray, which 
he did in these words : 44 God, I am a 
sinner ; but I take Jesus Christ thy Son 
for my Saviour and you for my Father 
forever. Help me to worship and 
serve thee in the right way.”

So his heart was given to God. I 
saw him from time to time, giving him 
instruction in the Word. He was an 
apt scholar. Just before the summer 
vacation he came to me and asked me 
to buy for him a “ right kind of a Bi­
ble,” to take with him on his vacation, 
I happened to have just bought for my 
own use a copy of a small Bagster’s 

44 New Testament and Psalms,” in cir­
cuit binding, which I gave him.

Three months after this he came into 
our prayer-meeting, and toward the 
close he arose on his seat, and said that 
he wanted “ to confess Christ before 
men.” He then went on and told how 
he had been reared in the religions of 
the East ; how he had many times long, 
ed to know the true God ; how from a 
boy be had been tortured with doubt 
and fear concerning God and the fu­
ture ; how he had been hardened with 
sin, and how he never could get rid of it ; 
and then how he had come to “ your 
pastor,” and bad learned of bint “ of 
the Father and of Jesus Christ the Sav­
iour ;” how he had received them as his 
God and Saviour. Thence he went on 
and poured out one of the most won­
derful heart experiences I ever listened 
to, quoting the Scripture freely and 
aptly,showing he had been a diligent and 
Spirit-taught disciple. He spoke of 
the peace and joy that had come to 
him and of the unceasing delight he 
had in life since he had found the true 
God. Then he asked prayers for him­
self and for his nation, expressing the 
hope that he might go home to tell bis 
countrymen of Jesus Cnrist and of the 
true God.

Thus is God working out his pur­
pose that the Gospel be preached 
among all nations.—Independent.
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The University of London lately 
heard a petition of two hundred physi­
cians against the granting of medical 
degrees to womeu. The Senate con­
cluded to go on, however. The chief 
prize in applied Mathematics and Me­
chanics in the University was won this 
year by Miss Ellen M. Watson, over a 
hundred young men. r She also won the 
Meyer de Rothschild scholarship of 
$250 per year. When Professor called 
out her name for the honor, he said hers 
was the finest mathematical mind be 
bad ever met with in a pupil of either 
sex, and that a few toore students like 
her would raise the young University 
above the older institutions. Professor 
Huxley’s daughter Marion took the first 
prize in art; Miss Constance D’Arcy 
the first in art anatomy ; and Mins 
Orme, sister of Professor Masson’s 
wife, gained the Joseph Hnme scholar 
ship in jurisprudence. The Paris fac­
ulty o# medicine has riven a doctor’s 
diploma to Zenaide Onkonoff, a young 

woman, at the same time com­
plimenting her on her attainments.
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LONDON.

But what can a man do in London, the 
great city of labyrinthe, its sights innu­
merable, its history wonderful, its subur­
ban localities full of thrilling interest ? 
One is discouraged before he begins. Only 
ten days to remain, and we must visit 
Westminster Abbey,, the Parliament 
Houses, the Tower, St. Paul, the British 
museum, the National Gallery, the Bank 
of England, the Royal Aquarium, Cam­
bridge or Oxford, Crystal Palace, Hyde 
Park, Windsor Castle, and—any further 
enumeration will weary the reader. Even 
London requires months of attention. 
Your readers must come and s?e. One is 
oppressed with the weight of history, in 
the midst of the old associations. It) did 
not seem difficult for me to rise from these 
grand works of the finite mind, to the 
work of creation by an Infinite mind. 
Westminster Abbey,Hhe chapel of Henry 
VII, Windsor Ctstle with the Inimitable 
Chapel of St. George, and many other 
structures are eminent instances of gran­
deur and power of the human mind. What 
cannot the Infinite mind do ? There are 
social and economical questions, that have 
interested me quite as much as the material 
structures; I am more and more con­
vinced, that London is more than any 
other the great central force oLmoral or 
immoral influence for the world. It is the 
metropolis of the world. It is the great­
est Protestant city and center, and yet is 
the concentration of evil, and especially 
the evil of mtemperance. The Sabbath 
is comparatively observed, in the princi­
pal streets, bnt the snicking, eating and 
liquor saloons are in full and brilliant 
blaze during parts of the day, and during 
the large part of the night. Drunken men 
and women reel about the streets, young 
women in great 'numbers, ate the bar 
maids in all parts of the city, and drink­
ing is the common practice with young 
and old. Wines and beer are used exten­
sively in private houses, boarding houses, 
and hotels, and the masses are wedded to 
their cups. Last Sabbath evening I at­
tended divine service at City Road ( Wes­
leyan) Chapel. It was about two miles 
from my lodgings. When I reached 
Easton road and its continuations, nearly 
every corner was occupied with a saloon, 
and all brilliantly and attractively lighted 
and the people were pouringjn and out of 
these places. My friend a Dutch Re­
formed minister, was in another direction, 
and he was appalled by the drunkenness, 
especially among the women. An observ­
ing American gentlemen, who has lived in 
London for some years, said to me that he 
had seen more women drunk in London 
than men in the United States. Now this 
state of things mnst l>e the result of 
the flippant way in which the use of liquor 
is talked about, and the tendency to use 
it unconcernedly and as a pleasant social 
custom of no special harm. The wine 
glass is seen on the tabie as other glasses, 
and wines and ales are {used openly. A 
great evil thus fostered can but grow and 
increase in power and universality. Though 
in temper.! nee is fearful in its results in 
our own country, I glory in the fact, that 
it is under the ban of public opinion, and 
of late has had a great check and partial 
overthrow in^ the grand Mnrphy move­
ment, which has swept like an angel of 
mercy over the country.

I believe disestablishment and a tho­
rough revival of evangelical religion ; less 
formalism and more real power in the life ; 
the inculcation of virtue of the highest 
type ; humility which is opposed to royal- ' 
ty, and pretention ; integrity, which is op­
posed to falsity and hollowness ; in fact 
many radical changes in social life and 
government, are greatly needed and must 
take place before the great evil intemper­
ance shall be mitigated, much less cured. 

Dr. Bugbee in Pittsburg Advocate.

The Australians have bad before the 
Courts the question whether a Wesley­
an preacher is a minister of religion, 
in the sense in which that term is 
legally used. The case grew out of the 
election ot a local preacher to a seat in 
the Parliament, his opponent contesting 
the election on the ground that be was 
disqualifier!, being a “ minister of re­
ligion.” The decision was in favor of 
the local preacher. And this is an im­
portant decision for Methodism in 
Australia. It will introduce into the 
highest assembly connected with .the 
Government a class of men who regard 
moral and social questions of more 
weight than party politics. Our read­
ers we presume know that under the 
Wesleyan administration local preach­
ers are never ordained. They are real, 
ly laymen authorized to exercise their 
gifts in the Church' Under the direction 
of the regular mfoisteA, end have no 
proper license ee ministère in the leg4 
sense.—Central Ad*oc*U\ , f *
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