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* HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD.”

A £6¢ mon preached in St. Mary's Wesleyan
Chapel, Truro, on Sunday .&afm’uy, De-
cember 15, 1872 by the

Ruv. Freox. Masox.

“ In that dav shere shall be upon the bells of the
bor.es, Holiness unto the Lord, and the pots in the
Lord’s house shall be like the bowlsupon the aitar.”
—ZgCH. xiv. 20,

Tais chapter contaios one of the most strik
ing propbecies in the Old Testament. First
there is a description given of a terrible con-
fliet which is to take place in and around Jeru-
salem, when ‘‘ the day of the Lord cemeth’
(v. 1-2). Suddenly Jebovah interposes on
behalt of the oppressed people; bis feet stand
upon the mount of Olives, which cleaves asun
der beoeath his tread; his servants shall es-
cape, and the warlike persecuting mations be
overthrown, when the Lord God shall appea
aud all the saints with Him (3-5). The world
shall then be lighted up with an undying day .
living waters shall issue from Jerusalem, Jeho-
vah shall be King over all the earth, and hi:
unity and supremacy universally recognised (6-
9). The city itselt is.to be exalted, and be
come what it never was permanently before,
a safe habitation, while the surrounding cour-
try is to bave all its irregularities of surface
removed, aud be levelled into a plain (10
11). Judgment is denounced against the ad-
versaries, the rempants of the nations will be
brought into subjection, and the annual ap-
pearance before their Lord ai the feast of tab
ernacles will lorm the conmdition upon whick
the Divine blessing—here spoken ot as rain—
will be granted to them (12-19. And then
shall the result be breught about which is de-
scribed in the text, and further expanded in
the verse following, when all things and ali
people shall be holy to the Lord.

Much diversity has prevailed in the interpre
tation of these prophetic utteraaces,and it wonld
be presumptous dogmatism to pronounce an)
particular view as the only and all-sufficient
one. There is the literal imterpretation—

‘that which anticipates the return ot the Israel-

itish race to their own land ; the fighting ot a
great battle around Jerusalem, the overthrow
of hostile nations by the visible appearance o!
the Lord; the conversion of the Jews, and
through them of the Gentiles; then a glorious
period of Divine rule and universal happiness
While not tree from difficulties, this view seems
to meet the requirements of many scripura
passages, which are hard to explain on any
other theory. There is also the spiritual in-
terpretation, that which regards Jerusalem
and its people as prefigurative of the Church
and its members. Aecording to this view, the
conflict described in this chapter is alread)y
going on, the powers ot evil are united togeth-
er i fierce hostility against the kingdom of
God, and must be overthrown ; and when their
overthrow is accomplished, the Messiah shall
reiga over a converted world—not as a visible,
yet as a real and universal Sovereign.

We should net like to assert that either o
these two great systems of interpretation are in-
fallibly aud in all poiats true; that they rest
upon a substantial basis of truth we bave no
doubt whatever. It is possible that the differ-
ence between them may not be so essential as
many suppose, They bave certainly both ex-
isted in the Church from early times. Per-
baps at some future day & man of might and
wisdom may arise, whe will be able to recon-
cile differences, and show substantial agree-
ment upon those eoncurrent strecams of Chris-
tian opinion, or what is mere likely, their es
sential truth, or their respective imperfections
may not be fully seen till the glorious events
foretold in Seripture burst upon the world.
On fundamental points Christians are already
agreed. We all believe thatthe Jews will be
converted, and that ** the fulness of the Gen-
tiles " will come in. We believe that every
nation and government that exalteth itself
against God, shall perish. We believe that the
divine dominion shall be established universal-
ly, and that Christ shall reign, ** King of kings
and Lord of lords.” Beyond this millenial
period leoms upon the the sacred page a sea-
son of dark apostasy, when Satan shall be
lossed to tempt and deceive mankind, many of
whom' will yield to his delusions. Then shall
the end come. Clad n clouds of heaven, the
Son ot Man will appear o avenge himself
upon his toes; beaven and earth will pass
away in flames ot fire; the *‘great white
throne " will be upreared, and from it judgment
pronounced upon the doings of all mankind.

United in the belief of these awful yet glori-
ous truths, and knowing that ** all these things
shall be dissolved, what maaner of persons
ought ye to be in all holy conversation aod
godliness ?”  Our text speaks of what will
transpire ** in thatday.” This inite full real-
isation is the millennial day, when the Redeem-
er's reign shall be univrsally establisked. But
are we to wait for that future day before we
seek to esjoy in ourselves the blessedness de-
scribed ? It is the Christian's privilege always
to have a millennium, as it were, in his own
soul. The reign of Christ is set up within
him; Christ is in bis beart, *‘ the hope ot
glory;” He has become the ‘“ temple of in-
dwelling God.” It we do not misunderstand
the passage, it teaches that under the Gospel
dispensation, all tbings are made holy, all
things consecrated to the service of God. The
motto set before us is: ** Holiness to the Lord ;
the distinction between things clean and un-
clean is to vanish, ** the pots in the Lord's house
ghall be Jike the bowls before the altar.” Un-
der the law the bigh priest’s mitre—** the
holy erown ot pure gold "—bore a similar in-
scription, to indicate the sacredness ot bis
office, and the main object of ceremonial ob-
servances ; but now all things, even the most
unlikely, are to be deveted to sacred uses. In

80 far as this fundamental principle of Chris-

tianity is recognised, shall we be prepared to

tulil our hsavenly Father's purpose, and to
antedate the latter-day glery. And when all

Christians everywhere rise to the realization of

their privilege, and to the periformance of their |

daty, we may look tor the universal diffusion
of the Gospel, the conversion of the world, aad
the fnal consummation of the divine purposes
towards mankind.

Our tet, taken in its general sense, implies

Y 1 thi .
the consecration of a m‘: gold and diamond boaxes, of business shams

two principles :
to the service of the Lord, and the equality o
all things in the service of the Lord.

CRATION OF ALL THINGS TO THE SERVICE OF THE

the inscription, as the mitre of the high priest
did, “ Holiness to the Lord.” Tbe margimal
rendering, ‘* bridles,” instead of * bells,” is
incorrect ; the textual rendering is the right
one. Horses wore ornamental collars, to which

oriental display. Nothing is bere said as to
the practice of (keeping borses. Though not
absolutely torbidden under the law tc the Isra-
clites, it was restricted, as being likely, if
largely indulged in, to lead them away from
the quiet and peaceful pursuits which were
best adapted to their position as the chosea
people of Jehovah. In later ages the Hebrew
princes multiplied these animals, but not to the
advantage of the nation. Why is a reference
made to horses in this passage? An answer
may be obtained; perhaps, if we eoasider the
uses to which they were aneiently applied.
I'bey were kept partly for display, and mainly
for war. The reign of the Messiah is a peace-
ful one, a spiritual ose. It is not characteriz=
ed by eartbly conquests, by exhibitions of ma-
terial splendour. Horses and their trappings
shall ne longer be devoted to purpeses ot war-
tare, shall cease to minister to humaa pride;

eveu these, unlike as they may seem, belong
'o Jehovah. The great principle underlying
this prophetic language is, Whatever we bave
i* God's, and must be consecrated to his ser-

vice.

1. Propgrty and material possessions ought
0 be holy to the Lord. These may descend

to us from others, or may be acquired by in-

dustry, caretulness and perseverance. But in

no case are they absolutely ours. We should

use them as servants of God, not abuse them as

if we were independent deities. ** If riches in-

crease, set not your heart upon them.” They

make you bsppy; and they are not yours.
Write upon your honses and lands, your geld
and silver, your horses and cattle. your bonds
and title-deeds, ** Holiness to the Lord.” This
will keep your head from beiag carried away
with false notions of dignity amd superiority,
and your heart from trusting in uncertain rich-
ee. This rule is not for the rich enly. There
are doties for otber men besides the wealthy
and high-born. A man who bas but a single
pound may be as much an idolater as oae
who has a million. His idel may not be so big
but his worship of it is as real and devoted.
upon their ma and splendours, their gold
ornaments and diamonds and money chests,

the poor must de it upon their cottage walls

and mean furniture, upon their pence and far-

things. We do not denounce wealth, we do

not praise povertv ; in either it is our duty to

glority God.

2. Business employments and gains should

be regarded as holy to the Lord. Concerning

the city of Tyre it is said that alter her restora-

tion, ** ber merchandise and ber hire shall be

holiness to the Lord.”” This view is very dif-

terent from the one commonly beld. Trade,

commerce, labour, gain, capital, are they not

matters belonging solely to the domain of po-

litical economy ? What have they to do with

religion in its principles or claims? One eor

two simple rules of action may be laid down,

bearing upon this aspect of the subject. (1)

It all we do should have referencc to God, it is

plain that any business or protession in which

we cannot serve Him, should not be followed.

T'here are some pursuits, occupations, employ-

ments, which caunot be reckoned holy te the
Lord, any more than you can call darkness day

or evil good. A Christian will nos koowingly
enter into them ; or if engaged in them before-
hand, when he becomes a Christian he will get
out of them as quickly as possible. There are
many things the lawiulness of which is doubi-
ful ;. we may not be able to express the com-
mand against them, but yet they cannot be re-
conciled with the general spirit and teaching ol
the Gospel. la such cases it is best not to al-
low ourselves the greatest, but the least lati-
tude—not to err, if we do err, on the side of
laxity, but of stringency. Whatever occupa-
tion is incompatible not merely with the pro-
fession, bnt also with the possession ot Chris-
itinnit_v. ought to be relinquished. It is often
said, ** A man must do as [bis neighbors do;
he cannot be always strictly bonest and truth-
tul if be is to prasper.” That is, he must lie
a little, and cheat a little, in order to advance
his supposed worldly interest. Such netions
are an impeachment of Providence, aad
ought never to influence a Christian mind.

« Trust in the Lord, and do goed; so shalt
thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt
be ted.” (2) In all our employments let re-
ligion be the inspiring principle. Much is
said iu this day about capital and labour, the
rights of the workman and the rights ot the
employer. You cannot settle all such questions
aod satisfactorily adjust all such relations by
mere political economy. Christianity alone
can fully work out this end, and if its prin-
ciples of justice, ot benevolence, of brotherly
kindness were universally acted upon, all these
difficulties would speedily find an adequate so-
lution. (3) The grand point is, whatever we
do must be done unto the Lord; whatever we
gain must be consecrated to the Lord.“ Write
upon your journal and ledger, your  bill-book
and cash-book, ** Holiness te the Lord.” On
the Monday morning, as you enter upom busi-
ness, et this be your motto, and on the Sat-
urday evening—I bope no one here leaves
such work till the Sunday—write the same in-
scription upon all the doings o the week, and
see that nothing has intervened contrary to
Seriptural requirement. Do the same thing
every day. You are tempted, perhaps, to go
joto some mnew enterprise, some promising
ispecull(ion. Can you write ou it, ** Holiness

§ to the Lord 2" Aoy undertaking on which you
| cannot sincerely inscribe this motto is not suit-
| ed tofa Christian. Such notions may seem
'nmiquned and puritanical to some; I do not
see how contrary sentiments caa be reconciled
| with Gospel precepts. What a different state
| ot things would speedily ensue it ia all com-
mercial and trading transactions religious prin-
oiples were made the basis of procedure ! We
should not then hear of adulterations, of deceit-
ful enterprises, of false representations, of

l.nd frauds, of reckless trading on other people’s

1. The first principle implied is, THB CONSE- |

Lorp. Even the bells of the horses are to bear |t

[f the rich must write ** Holiness to the Lord,» [becoming sttire.

| capital, of issolv
tion of the insolvents. Mere commercial ex-

.and devel t of trade are not to

|
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manency and regarded as beseficial to mankind.
8. AU the convenien-es and so-called luzuries

bells were attached underneath, as a part of | ¢f life should be reckomed boly to the Lord.

By this we de not, of course, mean luxuries in
a bad sense, hut in the better sense of the term
~=that which we have over and above what sul-
fices for the ordinary needs of human lite. 1
am aware that what may be, in some cases,
necessaries to one are luxuries to anether, but
the general meaning of the word will suffice for
our purpose, without miceties of explanation.
Most people have what may be called luxuries
—things net iodisp ble to b lite.
Our manners have greatly changed from those
of our forcfathers, in some respects for
the better, in others perbaps for the worse.
Is would be difficult, probably impossible, to
return, to the simplicity of former times; it
may set even in many respects be desirable.
But greater refinement exposes us te greater
perils. It is surely not diffieult to learn the
lesson of our text. You have a taste for fine
bouses, beautiful garders, elegaat furniture.
Such things are not ferbidden, but you must
keep this motto in mind. Or you may have a
strong predilection for books paintings, statu-
ary. Well, I cannot believe that our roble
and sublime religion was ever intended to keep
down the higher faculties of our pature,.and
reduee us to barbarism ; it bas always exerted
a contrary influence. But, in your use of such
things, remember they are the Lord's, and
should be consecrated te his service. If your
position and means warrant it, bave them ; but
if you find that they wean your soul from God,
have them not, or they may become a snare

are very uncertain in their stay; they will not fgad & eurse. And let us never forget the un-

certainty of the tenure by which earthly things
are beld, ‘“ The fashion efathis world passetn
away.” *

For a moment let us turn to another class of
luxuries. F ne attire is not the only mode ot
display and estemtation Price in this day, as
in the time of the ancient philesopher, may be
seen through heles and shabbiness, as well as
display itselt on purple and fine linen ; though
it most be eonfessed it does not de this o often.
Few will deny that one of the dangers of medern
society lies in the direction of excessive adorn-
mens of the person, wearing finery instead ot
You cannot preseribe one
style for all; you eannot fix the precise limit
for any. That the tendeney of the age isto
excess cannot, however, “be seriously denied.
Qughbt not Christians to be an example? Our
text gives us a grand principle of coaduct, which
will guide us in our actions. Write on your
coat, your bonnet, your gold chain, if you must
bave ene, ‘‘ Holiness to the Lord.”

Look at another aspect of this wide question.
St. Paal tells us that whether we eat or drink,
or whatsoever we do, weé must do 1t to the glory
of God. We are made with bodily appetites
and necessities ; but eating and drinking are
are the means, not the ends, ot life. Must we
not confess that luxury in this direction has
enormously increased of late years? that a
fearful ameuat of extravagance and waste is
goisg on from year to year—damaging to the
individual concerned, and hurttul te society at
large? Ner is this state of things confined to
one class ot the population. Many lpek with
astonrishment upon the high living of the rich,
who yet spend more in proportioa to “their in-
come—in beer and tebaeco, for instance—than
the wealthiest do in sheir costly luxuries. Let
all we eat and drink be boly to the Lord. Do
we not mean that it shall be so when we ask
God's b'essing at our meals from day te day?
What is the form we use but a monstreus
hypocrisy if eur preparations for meals have no
reference to it, and if the form itself be tor-
gotten as soon as said !

4. Finally let all our pursuits and pleasures
be consecrated to Jehovah. All pleasures are
not forbidden, but only sinful pleasures. There
are many pursuits and occupations net directly
religious, yet which are to be comnected with
religion, and ceasecrated to religious ends.
Reading, music, travelling, visiting, and other
similar employments are to be included in this
general category. The Gospel does not teach
us that nothing of this kind shall be done; it
does teach us that our practice must be kept
within Christian limits. Some of the ‘‘ Rales
of the Methodist Societies” have partly gone
out of tashion. They forbid ** the taking such
diversions as eannot be used in the name of the
Lord Jesus ; singing those songs, and reading
those books, which do not tend to the know-
ledge or love of God.” Observe: it is not for-
bidden te take diversion, to sing, to read; but
only to do soin a way incompatible with the
Christian character. Such genperal rules are
easy to understand. Form yeur own special
rules il you choese, but miod they do not vio-
late the great leading principles of action.

Perbaps some may say: ‘ These matters
seem so difficult to uaderstand, there are so
mapy restrictions, we camaot ascertain our real
duty.” Then it is time yoa went to school to
learn. Are yoa willing to be taught? Will
yoa submit to the Great Teacher? If so, you
will find fall instruction, for He bas said;
** Learn of Me.” Others may deem that such
representations make religion a very gloomy
thing. Not if rightly understood. To bave
the highest views of life dees not unfit us for
the enjoyment of lite. Lefty conceptions of
Ged, of eternity, of our destiny, of our duty,
will enable us to take just as much advantage
from earthly things as they were intended to
afford; and will teach us to look beyond this
tmcflory life, to the abiding realities of the
future.

11. The second principle implied in the text
is, the “EQUALITY OF ALL THINGS IN THE SER-
VICE OF THE LORD ;" ** the pots in the Lord’s
bouse shall be like the bowls betore the altar.’
That is,the commenest vessels of the sanctuary
shall be as those that were employed ia the most
solemn sacrifices. A deep saying; what does it
mean !

1. We understand the expression to mean,
that there is to be, no difference in point of pu-
rily or consecration in anythiag we have to do.
The law made such distinctions ; some things
were more sacred than otbers. Now all things
are alike sacred. Not all alike in usefulness,

|

|

that improve the posi- | in importance; but alike holy, alike devoted to : other; and ber pale face flushed up to the very
God. Heathen philosopby never could attain temples, as it some wroag had been offered—

}to this elevation of sentiment. It presented a ! mot to herself, but to another.

as irreconcilably opposed to the soul, and io-

poses. The Gospel teaches us thas we must be
fully devoted to the Lord, wholly sanctified in
spirit, soul, and body.
eertain p i or cl of objects, and
say, these are for Jehovab, and the rest, as
being of interior worth, ean be withbeld trom
his service. By the manifestation of Christ, all
things are intended to be sanctified to God.

2. Anotber, and perhaps even greater, lesson

is taught in this passage of aneient propbecy.
As all things are to be equally the Lord's, so
are ell p:reons. ** There shall be no more the|
Canaanite in the house of the Lord of bosts.”
I'wo theonies are in vogue at the present day,
both hurttul to true Christian progress: Oone
may be called the sacerdetal theory. Under the
legal dispensation there were saered persons,
men specially set apart to the priestly office,
and appointed to fanctions forbidded so all
others. Strenuous attempts are being made in
some quarters to revive this sacerdotal, Levi-
tical idea, which are like endeavours to put life
into a dead tree, or to clothe a skeleton with
flesh and animate it with new vitality. Nosuch
sacerdetal distinctions remain under the Gospel.
‘“ We bave a great High Priess that is passed
into the beavens, Jesus, the Son of God ;" and
all believers ** are built up a spiritual house, a
holy priesthood, te offer spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.”” But
there is another theory, which may be termed
the popular theory. Most Christians believe
there is equality in rack ; many try te make out
a difference in duty. A minister, a deacon,
wust be a pattern of all righteousness ; it the
people like to follow him, they are werthy of
praise; it not, they are excusable. But you
cannot make two codes of morality, ene for the
office-bearers, anotter for the members eof the
Charch. In the true sense there are ne private
members If you belong te the Charch, yeu
hold office under Christ; you are a servant, a
minister of his. I do mot deay that a preacher,
a leader, is to be an example. Paul said be
was. Whatis an example? Itis mot some-
thing to be followed, net merely looked at.
As you think the heads of the Church,so-called,
ought to be, so ought you to be. Should not all
Christians be examples—** living epistles,
known and read of allmea?” Do not think
glnt self-denial, and devotion, and comsecration.
and consistency, pertain to one class ealy, and
that you can employ them te act as proxies for
you. *‘ The pots ia Lord’s house shall be
like the bowls before the altar.” The bhum-
blest Christian—in station, education, talents
—is exalted to bigh honour and dignity, aad
must therefore act in a manner becoming his
lotty calling. He is a king and a priest unto
God. When all believers understand their pri-
vilege and perform their duty, we shall see the
dawning light of milleanial glory illuminating
the near horizon. *‘ Arise, shine, for thy lighs
is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee.”
Some may say : such statements and pictures
are fanciful ; they are net likely te be realised
in this prosaic world. But all that bas now
been advaneed falls short of seriptaral require-
ment as to present duty—of seriptural state-
ment as to future glory. It is for us te secure
in ourselves the true principle of the millemnial
reign, by submitting fully to Christ as our
Sovereiga Lerd, that He may dwell within us
and rule ever us. In that supreme act ot con-
secration by which we give eurselves and all
we bave to God, we suffer ne deprivatien; in
losing, we gain. *‘ All things are yours.” Let
us seek for heliness as a personal possession;
and then all we have will be holy te the Lord.

* GLORIFY THY NAME.”

Father, let me dedicate
All this year to Thee,

In whatever worldly state
Thou wilt have me be.

Not trom sorrow, pain or care,
Freedom dare I claim,

This alone shall be my prayer—
** Glorify Thy name.”

Can a child presume to choose
Where or bow te live,

Can a Father's love refuse
All the best to give ?

More Thou givest every day
Than the best can claim,

Nor withholdest aught that may
Glority Thy name.

If in mercy Thou wilt spare
Joys that yet are mine;

It, on life serene and fair,
Brighter rays may shine;

Let my glad beart while it sings,
Thee in all proclaim ;

And whate'er the future brings,
* Glorify Thy name.”

If Thou callest to the cross,
And its shadow come,

Turnipg all my gain to loss,
Shroudiag heart asd home,

Let me think how Thy dear Son
To his glory came,

And in deepest woe pray on—

¢ Glorify Thy name.”
—Selected.

COMFORT IN THE DARK HOUR.

There never was such an afiliction as mine,”
said a poor sufferer, restlessly’ tossing in her
bed in one of the wards of a city bospital. *I
don't think there ever was such a racking paia.”

** Once,” was faintly uttered from the next
bed.

The first speaker paused for a moment ; and
then, in a still mere impatient tove, resumed
her complains.

*« Nobody knows what I pass through. No-
body ever suffered more pain.”

** Ope,” was again whispered from the same
direction.

I {ake it you mean yourself, poor soul!
but—"

*Q, not myself! not me ! " exclaimed the

be looked upon as an unaiixed good. It is | low view of eartbly things in general; itdo-,‘ She spoke with such. earnestoess that ber
only when they rest upon a basis of Christian f based part of mam's naturs by treating the restiess companion lay still for several seconds,
morality that they caa, be dependcd on for per- | body not ouly as inferior to the soul, but also | and gazed intently on ber fass. The cheeks

I“u now wan asod sunken, and tbe parched

| pain. Yet there dwelt an extraordinary sweet-
| ness in the clear gray eyes, sod a refinemest

Nor can we mark off| on the placid brow, such as can only be impart-

ed by s heart-acquaintance with Him who is
** full of grace and truth.”

* O, not myself! not me! ™ she repeated.

There was a short pause; and the following
weords, uttered in the same low tome, slowly
and solemnly broke the midaight silence of the
pll“:

“* Aond whea they had plaited a crown of

in bis right basd; and they bowed the knee
before him, and mecked him, saying, Hail,
King ot the Jews ! And they spit upon bim,
and toek the reed, and smete him on the bead.

. . . And they crucified him, and parted his
garments, casting lots. . . And sitting down,
they watebed him there. . . . And they that|
passed by reviled bim, waggiog their beads.

. . . And about the ninth hour Jesus cried
with & loud voice, saying, My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me?'”

The voice ceased, and for several minutes
not a syllable was spoken. The night nurse
rose from ber chair by the fire, and mechani-
cally banded a cup of barley-water, flavored
with lemon-juice and sugar, to the lips of both
sufferers. %

** Thank you, nurse,” said the last speaker.
‘ They gave him gall for his meat; and in bis
thirst they-gave bim vinegar te drink.”

*¢ She is @lking about Jesus Christ,” said
the other woman, already beginning to toss
restlessly from side to side. ** But,” added
she, * talking about his sufferings can’t mend
ours—at least, not mine.”

*¢ But it lightens hers,” said the nurre.

* I wonder how.”

** Hush.”

And the gentle voice again took up the
strain:

*+Surely bhe bath borne our griefs, and
carried our sorrows. . . . He was wounded for
our transgressions, he was bruised for our in-
iquities ; the chastisement of our peace was
upoa him, and with bis stripes we are healed.'”

The following day, as some ladies visiting
the bospital passed by the cots, they handed to
each a fow fragrant flowers.

The gentle voice was beard again: * ‘It
God so elothe the grass of the field, which to-
day is, and to-morrew is cast into the oven,
shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of
little taith ?* ™ -

A tew days passed slowly away, when, on &
bright Sabbath merning, as the sun was rising,
the nurse noticed the lips of ‘the sufferer mov-
ing, and leaning over her, she beard these
words : ** Going home ! I bave fought a good
fight. I bave finished my eourse. ‘I bave
kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up lor
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day.”

Her eyes closed, and the nurse knew that
the hand of death was grasping the cords of
life. A moment more and all was over; the
soul had gone to dwell in that eity where
+ there is no more deaih, neither sorrow mor
crying; neither shall there e any mere pain.”
—The Sword and the Trowel.

DAY BY DAY.

We were much amused in lately hearing
this frank cenfession from the lips of one, who,
after some years of suceessful studying against
a certain temptatios, bad again suddenly fallen
temporarily under its power: ‘* So loag as I
lived day by day I was safe; but when I got
livingu week at a time, 1 failed.” We com-
prebended his meaning. And we remember
bow our Lord commanded us to live from hand
to mouth, and to pray, each day, ‘‘ give us
this day, bread sufficient and suitable for this
day,” (for this we eemceive to be the meaning
of the Greek adjective Epiousion.)

Such is the safs theery of lite. The child
that can go alone, may stray: The child that
18 obliged to keep bold of his father's band in
order to walk is notin danger of wandering.
To live day by day upon God is to keep close
to him ; is to live in constant theught of kim,
and of our need of him and of his grace; is
to put ourselves in the best possible position
and the likelibood of the best pessible mood,
to receive his blessing, ard to secure the be-
nign guardianship ef his iove.

As the rule, when we are in our best con-
dition spirituslly—most contrite, bumble, earn-
est to do good* anxious to grow in grace, and
to glority God—we are living day by day
upon him ; feeling every morniag that his joy
must be our strength this day; feeling every
night that it has been in him that we bave
lived, aod meved, and had our being,sines tha
dawn ; and so abiding inihim with & constant
and babitual Peference to bim as the God in
whose hand our breath is, and whose are all
our ways.

Especially is this day-by-day life io God
dear to us ia periods of marked temptation, or
peculiar trial. As in the dense darkness
where we are not familiar with our road, we
de not walk boldly and rapidly on, guided by

thorns, they put it upon bis head, aod a reed

— e

what_his will is coneerning it. While, if we|sports and other swusements. Ha used to

drift off into theories of conduct, and philoso-
phies of life, and generalities of bebavior, be-
fore we know it we may run our sbip upon
some fatal rock.

In general, it is clear that the neighborhood
of Ged is good for man. The nearer be can

capable of consecration to high religious P"'.‘I lips were drawa back trom the mouth as it in| get to bim, and the closer be can keep to him,

the safer and the happier he will be.
So there is souadest philosophy, as well as
tender feeling, in our song :
*“ Nearer, my God, to thee,
Nearer to thee;
E’en though it be a cross
That reiseth me.
Still oll my song shall be
Nearer, my God, to Thee,
Nearer to Thee.”

| -- Congregationalist.
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WORLDLY AMUSEMENTS

BY PRESIDENT CHARLES G. FINNEY.

A few more words will be permitted, per-:
baps,on the subject of worldly amusements. In|
these articles I, of course. use the term amuse-
meats in the popular sense of pleasu. e-seeking,

| by & resort te worldly emtertainments, agree- |

able sports, and pastimes. The question otten |
arises: ‘‘ Are we never to seek such amuse-

ments® " I answer: Itis our privilege and/
our duty to live above a desire for such things. ,
All that class of desires should be extinguished |
by living so much in the light of Ged, and|
baving s0 deep a communion with him, as to

bave no relish for such amusements, whatever.

It certainly is the privilege of every child of

God to walk so closely with bim, and maintain

80 divine a communion with him, as not to feel

the necessity of worldly excitements, sport,

pastimes, and entertainments to make bis en-

joyment satisfactory. It a Christian avails

himselt of his privilege of communing with God

he will naturally, and by any instinet of his new

nature, repel solicitatiens to go after worldly

amusements. To him such pastimes will ap-

pear low, unsatistactory, or evea repulsive. It

be is of a heavenly mind. as be ought, to be, he

will teel as if he could not afford to come dewn

and ask enjoyment in worldly amusements.

Surely a Christian must be fallen trom his first

love, be must bave turned back into the werld,

before he can feel the necessity or have the de-

sire of seeking enjoyment in worldly sports and
pastimes.

A spiritual mind cannot seek enjoyment in
worldly society. To such a mind that society
is necessarily repulsive. Worldly society is
insincere, hollow, and to a great extent a sham.
What relish can a spiritual mind have for the
gossip of & worldly party of pleasure? None
whatever. To a mind in eommunion with Ged
their worldly spirit and ways, conversation and
folly, is repulsive and painful, as it is so strong-
ly suggcstive of the downward tendency of
their souls and of the destiny that awaits them.
I have so marked an experience of both sides
of this question that I think I camnot be mis-
taken. Probably but few persons enjoy world-
ly pleasure more intensely than I did before I
was converted ; but my conversion, and the
spiritual baptism which immediately followed it,
completely extinguished all desire for worldly
sports and amusements. I was litted at once
into entirely another plane of life and another
kind of enjoyment. From that hour to the
present the mode of life, the pastimes, sports,
amusements, and worldly ways that so much
delighted me betore have not oaly failed to in-

to them. I have mever felt them necessary to,
or even cempatible with, a truly rational esjoy-
ment. 1 do not speak boastingly; but for the
bonor of Christ and his religion I must say that
my Christian life bas been a bappy one. I bave
bad as much emjoyment as is pgebably best for
men to bave in this lile, and never for an hour
bave | bad the desire to return back and seck
enjoyment irem any thing the world can give.

But some may ask : ‘‘Suppose we do not find
sufficient enjoyment in religion, and really de.
sire to go aiter weorldly amusements !f we
bave the disposition, is it not as well to gratily
it " *« Is there any more sin in seeking amuse-
ments than in entertaining a longing fer them?”
I reply that professed Christians are bound to
maintain & life consistent with their profession.
For the honor ef religion they ought to deny
worldly lusts ; and not, by seeking to gratify
them, give occasion tothe world to scoff and
say that Christians love the world as well as
they do. It professors of religion are back-
slidden in heart, and entertain a longing for
worldly sports and amusements, they are bound
by evary consideration of duty and decency to
abstain from all eutward maoifestation of such
ioward lustings. Seme have maintained that
we should coaform to tte ways of the world
somewhat—at least enough to show that we
can enjoy the world and religion t0o; and that
we make religion appear repulsive to uncon-
verted souls by turning our backs upon what
they call their innocent smusements. But we
shou!d represent religion as it really is— as
living above the world, as consisting in & beav-
enly mind, as that which affords an enjoyment
so spiritaal and beavenly as to render the low
pursuits and joys of worldly men disagreeable
and repulsive.

It is a sad stumbling-block to the uncouver-
ted to see professed Christians seeking plea-
sure or bappiness from this world. Such seek-
ing is & misrepresentation of the religion of

that it each football be right the end will
secure; so whea it is very tempestuous roun
about us, snd in the gloom we can teel no cer-
tainty what will be duty to-morrow, it is very
sweet toleave all to God, and cling to bim
and blindly follow his lead little by little,
knewing that if each unit be right, their graad
total cannot be wrong.

Conscience always bas its best bold upon
specific things, and is weak in generals. It
may be quite impossible for us to settle the
grand principle whether it is always and peces-
sarily sinful tor one to drink anything which
taken to excess can intoxicate; while at the
same time it may be very easy for us to see
that it would be wrong for us, bere any bow,
to drink from that cup which the tempter offers
to our lips. Taking every little practical
question straight to God, we can always get

some landmark sees in the distance, but rather | Jesus. It misleads, bewilders, and confounds
grope slowly and cautiously, step by step, sure | the observing outsider.

If be ever reads his

ible be cannot but wonder that souls who are
bors of God and bave communion with bhim
should bave any relish for worldly ways and

| bis prayers.

terest me, but I have bad a positive aversion |’

asssociate much with his pastor, oftea‘ invite
| bim to dinner and to accompany bim ia bis
{ sports and pleasure-seeking excursions of va-
‘ The minister cheerfully complied
with these requests, and ,a friendship grew
up between the pastor and his parishiover
that grew into an intimacy which contiaued till
[ the last sickness of this gay and wealthy man.
| When the wite of this worlcling was apprized
that her busband could live but a short time
she was{much alarmed for bis soul, and teaderly
inquired it sbe would not call in the minister
1% converse and pray with him. He teelingly
** No, my dear; be is not the man for

| rious kinds.

replied
me to see now. He was my companion, as
you know, in worldly sports and pleasure
| seeking ; he loved good dinners and a jolly
I then enjoyed his sociely and found

But | see now that

| time.,
him a pleasant companion.
I never had aay real confidence in his piety,
and bave now no confidence in the eflicacy of
1 am now a dying man,: and need
the instruction and prayers of somebody that
can prevail with God. We have been mnch
together ; but our pastor has pever been in se-
rious earnest with me about the salvatien
of my sou!, and he is not the man to help’ me
The wite was greatly affected, and
** What shall [ do, then ?™ He replied,
1 bave

now."”
said,
* My coachman, Tom, is a pious man.
confidence in his prayers. 1 bhave often over-
heard him pray when about the barn or stables
and his prayers have often struck me as "being
1 never heard any tool-
ishness from him. He bas always been honest
and earnest as a Christian man. Call him. "
Tom was called and came within the door,
dropping bis bat aod looking compassionately
at his dyiag master. The dying man put forth
bis band, saying, ** Come here, Tom Take
my hand. Tom, can you pray for your dying
waster 7" Tom poured out his soul in earn-
est prayer.

I cannot now remember the name of this
bishop, It was so long ago ; but the story 1 well
remember as an illustration of the mistake into
which many professors and some ministers fall,
supposing that we recommend religicn to the
unconverted by mingling with them in their
running after amusements. 1 bave seen many
illustrations of this mistake. Christians should
live so far above the world as not to need or
seek its pleasures, and thus recommerd relig-
ion to the world as a seurce of the highest and
purest happiness, The peacetul look, the joy-
ful countenanee, the spiritual seremity and
cheertulness of a living Christian, recommend.
religion to the unconverted. Their satistaction
in God, their holy joy, their lving above
and shunning the ways and amusements of
worldly minds, impresses the unconverted
with a sense of the necessity and desirableness
of a Christian life. But let no man think to
gain a really Christian influence over anotber
by manifesting & sympathy with bis worldly a,.
pirations. —Independent.

sincere aand earnest

B

DECEPTION.

The Rev. Dr. McLeod (father of the late
Norman McLeod) was proceeding from the
manse of D——to church, to open a new place
of worship. As be passed slowly and gravely
through the crowd gathered about the doors,
an elderly mas, with the peculiar kind of wig
known in tha¢ district—bright, smooth, and ot
a reddish-brown—accosted him :

** Doctor, il you please, 1 wish to gpeak to
you.”

* Well, Dancan,” says the venerable doc-
tor, ** can ye mot wait till after worship ? "

** No, doctor, I must speak to you riow, for
it is & matter upon my conscience.”

*“Oh! sirice it is & matter of conscience, tell
me what it is; but be briel, Duncan, for time
presses.”

*“ The matter is this, doctor. Ye see the
clock yonder om the face of the new church.
Well, there is no clock really there—nothing
but the face of the clock. There is no truth in
it but ocly once in the twelve hours. Now, it
is, in my mind, very wrong, and quite against
my conscience, that there should be a lie on the
face ot the house of the Lord.”

** Duncan, I will consider the point. Butl
am glad to see you looking so well; you are
pot young now; I remember yoa for many
years ; and what a fine bead of bair you bave
still I

*“ Eh, doctor, you are joking now ; it is long
since I have bad my hair.”

*“Ohb ! Duncams, Duncan, are you going into
the house of the Lord with a lie upon your
bead 7"’

This settled the
beard no more of the

and the doctor
lie on the face of the

question,

clock.

LOST AND SAVED.

-

Men are lost. Ouly truth can save them.
Those who continue ignorant coutinue unsaved ;
but those who reject truth are doubly lost
* This is the condemnation, that light is come
in the world, and men loved darkpess rather
than light.”

Men are lost.
for the central truth which brings salvation,
and in obeying which the soul is purified, is
the message of Divine Jove. ** We bave known
and believed the love that God hath to ws.”
He that loveth not, kaoweth not God ; for God

Only love can save them;

is love.”

Men are lost. Only Christ can save them ;
for it 1s in bim that the truth and the love ot
God are manifested. *‘ No man has seen God
at any time ; the only begotten Som, who is in

ilbt bosom of the Fatber, be bath declared

pleasures. The tact is that thought!ul, uncon- |, .+ Hereby perceive we the love of God"

verted men bave little or no confidence in that |
class of professing Christians who seek enjoy- |
ment from this world. They may profess to'
bave, and may loosely thisk of such as being |
liberal and good Christians. They may flatter |

them, and commend their religion as being the |

opposite of tanatieism and bigotry, and as beiag
such a religion as they like to seek; but there
is no real sincerity in such prolessions on the |
part of the impenitent. |
In my early Christian life I beard a Method- |
ist bisbop from the South report a case that|
made a deep impression on my mind. He said |
there was in his neighborbood a slaveholder, a |
gentleman of fortune, who was a gay, lgreeable;
man, and gave bhimself much to various field

ready and trustworthy answers, and feel sure

(St. John simply says ‘‘ the love"—as (houﬁh
there were no love but this) ‘‘ because he
laid down his life for us.”—Christian Weekly.

It is pot necessary that we travel down into
‘the valley to find the Pool of Siloam, and wait
for the coming of the ange! to trouble the water,
and for some streng maa to lift us and put us
in. No;the fountain is all arownd : . and
flows divinely clear. -The Son ot God | vui-
ing at this very moment to wash all our sins
Have you a single stain upon yeur
Have you trou-

away.
beart ? Come to the fountain.
ble and sorrow ? Come at ouce and receive joy

and comfort.— Biushop Simpsen.




