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mistakes of modern infidels.THIRD SUNDAY ACT1B RASTER.

Last Sunday I said something, as you 
will perhaps lemember, about fortune­
tellers, and the great sin which there is in 
haring anything to do with them 
the whole thing is taken, both on the for­
tune-teller's part and your own, merely as 
a joke, to make yon lengh at the time, 
and be forgotten afterwards. The moment 
you imagine that there is anything in it 
or ue tempted to try to really find out 
anything by it, you must drop it-yes, 
instantly—if you have any care for 
•oui; for nothing can be found out 
«eept hr the help of your soul'e enemy! 
the devil; end if you associate with him in 
Hus world you must also in the next 

But you will se, «Oh, I only do it b, 
way of fun. I do not believe in it/' 
Perhaps that u so; but still the fortune tel­
ler does not do it by way of fun, but as a 
business; end though perhaps he or she 
may not believe in it altogether, yet still 
when it is done m that way, the devil is 
Ukely to be concerned and interested in it 
You wiJ.get answers that sometimes will 
putzle you, and mike you think that 
there is something in it after all. Begin- 
ring, it ms, be, in fun, it wilt en? in 
earnest; in the terrible earnest of eternal 
punishment for you if you persevere in 
spite of this warning. Remember, then • 
if things come out all wrong and at cross, 
imposes, fortune-telling may be an inno- 
cent amusement; but if they come out 
right, beware, and stop it at once,

So much, then, for fottune-telling 
as it is usually understood. But you 
know that this was not all that was con- 
demned in the words of Holy Scripture 
read last Sunday. «Obsetving dream! amd 
omens ; that was another thing which 
comes under the same prohibition.

Now first, about dreams. Ifthereisany. 
thiDg surprising to one who hss what you 
will excuse me for calling by the familiar 
name of a level head, it is the ridiculous 
way in which some people make note of 
the dreams they have had. They do net 
seem to undeistand that a dream, as a 
rule, is only a foolish wandering of the 
imagination uncontrolled by the will. If 
the silly and absurd notions that 
in dreams occurred in
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we should instinctively pJt* them away! 

and turn the mind into some more sensible 
channel. But we cannot do that when 
asleep ; so one idea after another comes up 
then in spite of us. That, then, is all 
there is m s dream generally ; something 
laughable and abserd peiha; s, which may 
be told for its absurdity ; or, it may be 
something sinful, to be forgotten as soon 
as possible. One thing, however, must be 
admitted, that is, that a person may hap­
pen to guess right when atleep about 
some event in which he is interested ; yes. 
that is so, no doubt Why notguees right 
as well when asleep as when awake l But 
why pay more attention to a good guess 
made when asleep than if it was made in 
your waking hours l If our dreamers will 
give an answer to that question, it will be 
very interesting to people of 
sense.

But you will ssy, I think of things in 
dreams that I never would when awake, 
and they come out right. Well, it may 
be sometimes that the devil does get a con- 
trol of your mind in sleep that he would 
not otherwise have ; though it is to be 
hoped that if you try to lead a good life, 
this will not often happen. If it seems 
to be so, it is a matter rather to be afraid 
of than to study into ; and not at all a 
matter to tell to others, but rather to 
pray to God about, that the annoyance 
may cease. Above all, never act aceord- 
tog to any ideas which you get from 
dream.. You ceuld not lawfully do so 
unless it were God that was instructing 
you, as lie did St. Joseph, by them : but 
to think this would be great presumption 
on your part.

Now, one word about omens ; about 
things being lucky and unlucky ; and all 
that sort of trash. One word of practical 
advice. If you ever hear any one say that 
something is unlucky, make a point to do 
it if It comes In your way ; and if they 
say that it is lucky, do rather something 
else. Do this, I say, in order to crush ana 
stamp down any intiinutioa you mey 
have to faith in such nonsense. Not that 
this business of signs and omens, of good 
find bad luck, is one that tho devil has 
much to do with, except by wav of 
encouraging people to believe in it ; but 
1 , !3 6 mo»t stv.pid superstition, with 
which reasonable people should have no 
patience.
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