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LIBRARIES A MIXED BLESS:
IN

How some of our citizens do wax
eloquent over our public libraries !
They are {ndicative of cur superior en
ughtanment, and we look upen each
one established a8 & step nearer to the
golden 8g° of civilization. But it
gtrikes u8 that we were a deal batter
off, mentally and morally, in the days
when, for instance, family prayer was
more in VOgue than at preseat. Each
household had a few well thumbed books
and )ibraries were not numerons.
For {nstruction we bad the Poor Man's
Catechlem and Cooper, and the match-
less Scot, delighted us with tales of
forest and tournament.  All that,
however, {s changed save in some
favored parts of Arcadia, Librariesare
godoubtedly of use to the student who
has to consult books of reference, but
they are to the general multitude a
very mixed blessing. The statlstics,
says & writer of popular and circulat
ing libraries, €how that 70 per
cent. of all the books taken out are
povels of recent production. A lib-
rary for the genersl public that did
not furnish them could not be sus
tained, whatever real treasures of
knowledge and literature it might
offer. In view of the facts it would be
well for the next generous millionaire
to devote his money to some other ob-
ject.

————
ENEEGY AND DETERMINA-
TION NEEDED.

Most of us have happened upon the
young man who cannot get on because
be is a Catholic. It is sad tosee &
robust specimen of manhood, intelli-
gent and {ndustrious, as his certificate
of character declares, unable to make
pie way on accomunt of his religious
tenets—sadder still when the story
turns out, as it often does, as an ex-
cuse for incompetency. Oatside the
yellow-etranked parts of the commun-
ity we believe that men ard in business
for wealth and not for health, and
therafore glve employment to those who
will help them to make the most money.
If a Catholic can do that he will in the
matter of a position have nothing to
complain of ; if no he ghould take his
medicine like & man and have done
with kindergarten talk. The right
men, Jow or Gentlle, gncceed, and the
wrong men continus to dandle over
cards and to quote base ball records.
Sometimes they indulge in the innocu-
ous pastime of passing resolutions that
are fyled and forgotten or ol discuss-
ing the ineffable banalities of ward
politics.  But one thing they do not
geem to understand i3 that the world
has no diplomas for those who are des-
titate of energy and determination
and love of work.

WORTHY OF IMITA TION,

We have opportunities of noticirg
our separated brethren at work
amongst the young and the poor, and
their earnestness and self sacrifice can:
not bnt extort our respect and admira:
tion, Prominent amongst & band of
workers a short time ago was an Eng-
lish oficer. He might have spent his
lelcure hours at his club or frittered it
away in diversion, but he gave it un-
grudgingly to the gaming — the walfs
who are everywhere and ruled only by
thelr cwn sweet will, And he had the
field to himeelf. Scme Catholics ob-
gerved his labers with grave concern,
and even termed it souperism because
the officer occasionally psid attention
totkeboy's stcmmache, But having ex-
pregeed their digsapprobation they be-
came quiescent. Instead of making
an attempt to love the friendless ur-
ching who, whatever raiment may be
on thelr half starved bedies, have im-
:noml sculs, they simply lolled back
N their eagy chairs, What did it mat=
ter to them ? So thought the pagan,
who viewed the slaves who minister-
ed to him as the dust beneath his feet.
But that 15 not the teaching of the
Church, The condition of his brother
':‘l:lst have some interest for the Chris-

n.,

We cannot all go questing for the
::lmn' but scme of us at least might
(":k of the advisability of devoting &
. tion of the time that is squandered
0 frivolitles to that work or to any
other dealing with wretchednees sud
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