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around the throne of
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g: splendldly‘glfm'mfmg vw:t i
Poet, essayiet, ‘journalist, ng\ﬁﬂ ;
he combined in himself 80 9.‘”*, hl;e.
qualities and brilliant K‘R‘ﬁ!‘ his
writings attracted universal atten-
tion., The following short let.telr
prings back many & ‘y}emnt‘ recol-
lection of mutual enjoyments; but
over these memories hangs the pall
of a deep and never-to-be-effaced sor-
row. It is needless to recall the sad
source of the Jatter sentiment; it is
sufficient that death has long since
ved poor ‘“Laclede’”  from * the.
scene of his delightful and delighting
labors, as well as from that host of
friends and edmirers qghose heart's
went out to him in the hour of his
misfortune. It may be that yhis fet-
ter is not entirely complimentary .to
myself, but it is characteristic of its
frank, honest-minded, keenly critical
author. That “the reader may fully
grasp the purport of this letter I
must explain that like in the depart-
ment of “‘Notes and Queries”” in the
«gtar,”’ or in that splendidly-edited
column “‘Old -and New.:' in “the
w@azette,”” ‘“Laclede” invited cor-
respondence and gave replies to all
manner of questions on subjects con-
nected with literature and  history.
On one occasion, away back in the
early eighties, he had published a
series of appreciations of different
poems, all of which have became
more or less classi¢ in English liter-
ature. He asked for the opinions of
correspondents as to the merits or
demerits'of certain poems. It was
really amusing to note how varied
were the tastes and ideas of those
who ventured to send in their opin-
jons. A few weeks later, in the‘er-!
ratic course of these "Epheme‘riges," 3
a question arose as to the most per-
fect poem, of a certain class, in Eng-
lish. It was on that: occasion that
I attempted to “put in my oar,”’
and 1 sent him a letter, enclosing
some original lines on a very differ-
ent class of subject, and an expres-
sion in favor of Keate’'s ‘‘Eve of St.
Agnes.”” Neither my own verses,
nor my note of criticism appeared;
the reason 1is given in the  letter
which I now reproduce.

remo

“Montreal, 10th April, 1883.
“My Dear,—

“Your kind letter of the 2nd inst.
has been duly received, and I can
readily understand that you would
be surprised, amd possibly’ disap-
pointed, on finding no allusion there-
to in last Saturday’s ‘‘Ephemer-
ides.” The truth is that the econ-
tents of your communication both
surprised and disappointed < me; I
was surprised to find that you had |
dashed off such a fine poem on- guch
& common-place subject, and I was,
consequently, very much disappoint-
ed to discover how poor a eritic you
really are. When I &
verses meet with my
mendation, I have ;
it I were to write a
ation—I have such @
fulsome that I so
stowing even a

he had forgotten all about ‘it.

going to the ‘‘Gazette’’ office, I con-

ance,
never again met him. I would not
like to have any sembre or. heart-
rending memories to intervene
tween me and the recollection of that
pleasant and brilliant conversation.
I prefer to remember him as he then
was; the erudite, versatile, kindly,
 wonderful man.

{cious relic. As I transcribe it I

of a gre
1sympathy that well up to overflow-

‘the Eeates’ fever—that

/» your imagination had been |

stirred up and your sen-
been so worked up that
judgment became completely
aced.  Look here! You are
moré a sin in you than in
Pitt or.in any other person — and

fou will have to curb your temper;

say that this, that, or the other is
“simply perfect’’—It is no such a
thing; nothing of human fabrication
or invention is perfect—neither a
mowing machine,  nor a pastoral,

neither an electric engine, nor an
‘epic. Then the expression ‘‘simply
perfect’”’ is so common-place, so

girlish, so! meaningless, that I de-
tect it.
‘‘Exeuse my frankness. You are a
good fellow and you know that 1
mean well. | If I -cannot heartily
praise, be sure I will never expose
your errors of judgmert—due to lack
jof experience and too much youthful
enthusiasm—to a fault-finding and
not over-generous public. Take my
advice: Keep on at your verse-mak-
ing, you will find that improvement
comes with practice; but, for the
sake of all Olympus, give up the idea
of beginning a literary critic.
‘“Yours ever faithfully,
“JOHN TALON-LESPERANCE.”

“Twenty golden years ago’’ this
letter was a shock to me. I had
dreams of beeoming a master critic;
I imagined that all the secrets of
English literature were mine; I was
even vain enough to think that I
was above and beyond all censure,
What a ““come down,” all of a sud-
den! Here was the man, for whom I
had the deepest and most sincere re-
spect, whose orthodoxy seemed +to
me to be unqguestionable, whose
opinions, to my mind, were stamped
with a species of literary infallibil-
ity, telling me, in plain English,
that I did not know what I was
writing about, and that I did not
even write my erroneous views in
good English, I placed the letter in
my desk, and I vowed that the first
time I would meet Lesperance 1
would tell him what I thought of
him. It was only a few months lat-
er that I met him at the door of
the old immigration office, on Little
Craig street. As usual he had a
large bundle of papers under his
arm. He was evidently in a hurry.
We. walked up St. James street to-
gether, and all along he chatted a-
way upon a variety of subjects—es-
pecially Macaulay’s prodigious learn-
ing. I never got an opportunity to
refer to-his letter; and I believe that
We
parted at the Post Office corner, he

tinuing on to the Court House. It
was the last time I ever saw Lesper-
and I am pow glad that I

be-

'}I’o—day’ this letter is a most pre-

- searcely keep back the evidences
great sorrow and a profound

the recesses of the heart,
to his ashes, and to his
Christian soul! " He was one of

SO

served praise.
“But, per

ire band of great and gifted
: bers of which = seemed
e suffer much,
little in this
e not com-
rather

see that you were la-

uiare too ready to fly. off, like a 1 500 that of O’, while Van and
ket, at the slightest touch of '
thusiasm. Never let me hear you.

| tives, followed by Walsh with
Ryan 73, Kelly 72, O'Reilly . 64,
O’Brien 71, Smith 51, 0’Connor 62,
Brady 45, Fitzgerald, 42, Sullivan
56, ,*42, Quinn, 49, McCarthy
85, Burke 86, Byrne, 27, Mutller 27,
Hickey 25, Carroll 80, Kennedy 48,
O’Connell 27, O’Neill 20, Breonan
28, McCabe 24, O’Sullivan 25, Bar-
ry 26, Daly 28, Gallagher 29, Moyer

36, Murray 27, Ward 20, and
Schmidt 17. Every letter of the al-
phabet is representted, 2ven X,

though with only one name. Over
4 600 names have the prefix My, over
Von
claim nearly 100.

——

There are Bakers and many Millers,
a Ferry and six Carrs; Keys and
Kaster; Banks and a Bond, Judges
and Kings; many Hands and flarts,
a Head and Haire, and a Bonnot for
ity 2 Furlongs and Miles; o Deays
and 4 Winters, July and May; 7
Wolfs, 18 Lyons, 15 Foxes, a Biever,
and a Drake; 5 Lambs and « wiole
Flock; 8 Cranes, 2 Dolphins, 1 Tish
and 6 Fishers; 4 Henns, a Wren and
10 Crowes; a Penny and a Dueat; 1
Starr, 3 Glenns, some Hills, ILanes
and, Meads, Brown, Green, Black,
White and Grey. A Brick, 8 Stones,
a Rock and Sand; 2 Lillies and a
Rose, 2 Plants and a Reed, Budds
and Moss. One Roman, a Gentik and
a Christian, A  Goldschmidt, o
Lochschmidt, 1 Barber and a Car-
penter, 2 Coopeére and 4 Cooks,
many Butlers, 1 Cutler and some
Fowlers,' 6 Taylors and a Farmer
and Grangers to do the Hoeing, A
Major, a Colonel, 2 Marshalls and
a Chevalier, with Cannons, Balls,
Schott and a Gunn with a Camp to
Command; 8 Singers and 2 Meiodies
with a Band. Park, Field, Ford,
Hedges, Woods and a Forest. A*Gn-
lon and 2 Gills, Book and Dell,
Nickle, Schilling and Coyne. A Payne
and an Aken, Maladay and Plaster,
Hammer and Pfell, a Buckle and u
Ruhl, Link and Post, Hatter and
Hopper; Pope, Abbotts, Bischoff anu
a Prior; 6 Becks and 2 Rapps; a
Duke and a Baron, a Belle and a
Bowe, Uncles and Brothers, T.onger
and Shorter; Young and Eurly,
Leen and Leiter, Ernst and Harty,
Swift and Wise, Quick and Pr
Manley and Real, Clement and Cle-
ver. Just and Long, Neck and llipp,
111 and .Ospital, Kind and Good,
Savage and Best and Jist and Goad,
Newmian and Manning, Adams uand
Carroll, Burns and Scott, I'rench
and English, Emmett and Emerson,
Holmes and Johnson, Lundon sand
Galway, Dooley and Schaab, Shelley
and Sheridan, Hayes and Jackson,
all have namesakes in the long list
of names, covering some 140 jages
The Latin language has its Sex
and Pax, Gloria and Pace, Tiegis
and Terra, Faber and Nihil, DNexter
and Bene—strange to say these last
two are pastors in the same Ohio
town—one is always right and the
other always well. The German lang-
uvage has its ‘Vogel and Fuchs, Stuhl
and Stahl, Blum and Stein, Iuch
and Hund, Ganss and Fleisch, Bru-
der and Sontag, Eckstein, Kauiser
and Kopf.

In the list of places, there are
nearly three pages of names with the
prefix of “St.”” St. Joseph has . 30,
St. Mary 25, St. Patrick 10, St.
Paul 10, St. Peter 10, with nearly
every prominent saint in the calen-
dar represented. Truly Catholicity
has left its name on our rivers,
lakes and towns, North, South, Kast
and West! :

There are 45 religious orders of
men, and 121 of women, while the |e
number.  of charitable institutions
reaches 928, There are 1 Cardinal,
18 Archbishops, 86 Bishops, 12,968 | ¢

ties, 71 seminaries, 3,882 students,
162 colleges for boys, 648 acadeics
for girls, 8,978 parochial schuols
963,683 pupils, 257 orphan asy-
‘with 87,108 inmates, 1,118,031

1

A new commission nhas consequently

popular by the Department of Agri-
culture, are
more marked and beneficial
Much progress has been made in con-
nection with the Quebec bridge, that
the masonry work is now
and this undertaking, which
stined to contribute to the develop-
ment of this province, will be com-
pleted before long.

the last census to repeat the request
made by the provinces to the Feder-
al Government, in 1887, to improve
their financial position and to fix
the Federal subsidy more equitably
by basing it on the number

population as ascertained by
decennial census,
of population entails an increase of

at the same time, it is a source of
additional revenue for the Federal

priests, 10,878 churches, 7 universi- | the subsidy paid to the provinces,
as compensation for
ment to the central power of their
share of the Customs
duties, should be based on the ac~
tual population and not on the sta-,
tionary and jmmutablé figures ' of

' QUEBEC

———

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

- Quebee, March 2,
There is nothing but politics iy
air here. It is true that the present
Government has a majority -that
makes matters look rather one-sided,
but that does not prevent the out-
pouring of political discussions. I
hold it as a positive opinion that

an hour than the entire
can speak in a year.
rage; there is no subject — from a
new bridge to a new elevator—that
is not interlaced with politics. You
hear the words “‘rouge” and ‘‘blue”
as frequently in the corridors of the
Legislature, in the reading rooms
and rotundas of the hotels, on the
Street corners, in the tramways, at
the barber’s shop, in the lunch
rooms, everywhere, just as frequent-
ly as the frequenters of Monte Carlo
hear the words “‘rouge et noir.””

After having referred to the corona-
tion of Their Mujesties King Fxi-
ward VII. and Queen Alexandria,
}Lod touching upon the jubilee
bration of Laval University,
Bpeech runs as follows:—

Domvinion

cele-
the

By this time you are aware that
the session of 1903 has commenced,
It was begun last week The crush
at the opening of the House was so
great that the new Usher of the
Black Rod had difliculty in getting
through without fainting,
the Sergeant-at-Arms had to-‘be tak-

his bows
en away, and sundry ladies were un-
able to resist the oppressiveness of
the All  the
same the ceremonies were performed
letter, and the Lieutenant-
Goyvernor read the speech of the

Throne in as stiff and formal a man-

interior atmosphere,
to the
ner as if it were twenty below zero

My

promote colonization in this

govermment has continued to
prov-
ince and you will observe with satis-
faction that its efforts have
been in vain. Thus, to
communication and give

not
facilitate
access to
isolated districts, several coloniza-
tion Lridges have been built in vari-
ous localities.

An act passed last

session authorized the appointment
of a commission to inquire into all
matters connected with this
question of colonization, ~ Unfortun-
ately, one of the Important members
ni the commission, Monseigneur .J,
C. K. Laflamme, was com]wllelf by
his numerous occupations to relin-
quish the task he had accepted. Lat-
er on,'a member of the commission,
Honorable Mr.
died and the third commissioner,
Honorable G. W. Stephens, is at pre-
sent unable to continue his labors.

vital

Justice Bourgeois,

been appointed. New measures, made

producing more and

effects.

finished
is de-

My government took advantages of

of the
each

In fact, increase

xpenditure for thé provinces while,

reasury. It is therefore just that
the, abandon-
and Excise

861, as get forth in the British

LETTER.

fQuebec can talk more politics in half

Why, it is the

that part of the

cert with the Maritime Provinces,,it

authorities. 3

The public accounts for the past
fore you, as well as the estimates
for the coming fiscal year. In the
course of its inquiries into our fin-
ancial condition, my government
very specially considered the means
of reducing 'the amounts payable for
interest upon the funded debt. Un-
fortunately, the state of the money
market did not permit of this being
at once carried out.

The contract entered into between
the province and the “Freres de la
Charite de Paul”’
for the maintenance of the Reform-
atory School, Montreal, expired on
31st last, and that with
the community of the ““Soeurs de la
Charity’’ for the care
ance of

Saint Vincent de

the August

and mainten-
the
and Saint Ferdinand d’'Halifax asy-
lums, will expire on the 8th April
next, submit,

the insane in Beauport

My government will

for yvour ratifieation, the two con-
which it has made with these
communities,

A bill which will be submitted to
the
ohstacles which prevent greater deve-

tracts

your conskderation, to remove

}on»nn-n( and improvement of water-

powers, without, at the same tinie,

of

the

neglecting to protect the interosts
those who might be affected by

new legislation.
The differences exist between
Act and 1hat

of the province have, in the applica-

that

the Canada Flection

tion of these acts, given rise to ditli-

culties which it is necessary to re-

move., A consolidation of our Vlee

tion law will be submitted te you
for that object.

The general law governing town
corporation no longer mecis present
requirements A bill will Le sub

mitted to you to grant citirs  and

towns the pawers rendered nees

under new conditions and, at the

same time, to secure that uniformity

in municipal legislation which is

needed in the publie intares:

(3

So far there are notices of abou,
120 private bills, of which numbar
only a very small percentage can bha

1 said to be of any public intercst

Delegation upon delegation
the
and there is cvery

may he

scen hovering about legislative

precincets, evi-
dence that the private mewmbers, as
Ministers will have work

cut

well as the

and worry out for thera

this
year,

The address in reply to the Speech
from the Throne was Proposed  and
seconded in two very striking, and
yet very brief, discourses, The 1rov-
er was Mr, Delage, the secomder Mr,
Smith of Megantic. The (ormer
academic and literary :n his siyle,
the latter formal and arithmnetical,
Were you to combine 1the
speeches and to interlace then yYou
would have ‘a splendid oration— one
in which figures would bristle by the
side of rhetorical flowers, However,
it is generally understood 1hat the
two speeches—that of the nover urd
that of the seconder—are merely for-
malities, and serve more 1o

was

two

gnve
younger members an opportunity of
addressing the House, than to add
anything of a practical natare to the
discussions of the gessions. 11 s,
therefore, in order that the leader of
the Opposition, in commencing ‘his
eriticism of the Government's 1M o-
grawmme and the Premier, in replying
to his attacks, should say a few
words of praise caleulated to cncour-
age the debutants. This pleasant
duty was admirably performed hy

both Hon, Mr. Flynn ard Hon. My
Parent,

Apart from the two leaders, it is
generally admitted that .Hon. My,

Pelletier delivered the most telling
speech of the entire debate,’ It was
only after four days of discussion—
consisting_of generalitics and fool-
ers—that the address was adopied,
and that the House was free to set-
tle down to the practical work of
the sesxion. The vote on the address |
simiply showed what every one knew '

Heu

heen the sign:n! ‘of marked progress.
My governnient has not neglected
the question of the fisheries. In con-

submitted its’c¢laims to the Federal

fiscal year will be at once laid be-

before hand, that the Government |
| hag a very large majority—in fact, |,
large

by
Government. If the Laurier

This s merely a little personal
speculation and guess work and may
not be of any practical account,
Meanwhile, a session is on here in
old Quebee, and politics are the
rage. I will attempt to keep you

posted as to the various currents
and under-currents that circle, and
Aow around the heart of the an-

cient Capital. But 1 hope to have
other news of a more varied and in~
teresting character to impart., ¥wen

the roar of pdlities cannot drown
the less turbulent notes of a reli-
gious character, and Quebec is al-

ways the centre of Jmportant events

connected with the Church and its
clergy. “Next week I will try to
glean some other information that

will not be entirely political.

A Theological Kaiser.

————
\

(By An Occasional Correspondent.)

cers
tainly a great man; great by birth,
by descent, by position, and possibly
by attainments. In fact he has such
a stupendous idea of his personal
greatness that he is ready to pro-
nounce, with a certain pretence to
infallibility, ‘upon every imaginable
subject. His latest venture has been
into the domain of theology. He has
set forth his belief in regard to the
inspiration of the Bible., It is true
that Dr, Harnack, the German theo-
logian, does not agree with him; but
that is of little consequence—it ig
only so much the worse for the Doec~
tor. "While we cannot accept the
teachings of Dr. Harnack, in general,
still we must admit that he is pret-
ty right when he says that, ' reli=
gious conception of history must be
judgment confug~-

The Emperor of Germany is

uniform, and any

ing Christ with other masters must
be rejected.”” It was somewhat cour
ageous, on the part of the Doetor,

a statement of this
class, immediately after the Emper=
the con-
But who is going to blame
the Kaiser? Were he a Catholic sov-
ereign decidedly he never would have
forth such doctrines as those
that he wishes to have accepted 'by
ull his subjects. But being a Pro-
testant ruler, we find the whole
trend of his arguments very natural,
He believes in the inspiration of in-
dividuals—so did other monarchs,
He includes himself (at leéast by ine
ference) in that list of the inspired
—s0 did Alexander and Caesar, and
Nero, and Bonaparte, et hoc genus
omne. He tells us that certain men
were inspired at different periods of
the world’s history; and he cites as
examples, Shakespeare, Goethe, Mar-
tin Luther, Napoleon, and his own
grandfather—leaving us, very pro-
perly, to suppose that he has inher-
ited his grandparent’s inspiration.
When it comes to placing Christ in
the category of inspired glants, a
few of which are thus mentioned, we
begin to doubt thesvery Christianity
of His Imperial Majesty. If the pre-
sent King of England were to have
made a like statement of his Chrig-
tian doctrine—whtch he would not |
do—the world would conclude that
he was losing his head, and that it
were high (ime to think of a regen:
cy. If the President of the . Unitéed
States were to atfempt such a pro=
nouncement—no danger  that
would ever do such an ahsurd thing
—the Americans would demand
commission to inquire into his. san-
ity. Possibly he might = escape by
including George Washington i
list of the ingpired; but oth
the confession of faith would b
tal. But it is difforent’ with tl
peror of Germany; any absu
pardonable in him, for t

are perfectly accustonied to

they d

to have made

or had publicly declared

trary.

set

2A)

comes back to power, on the heels of
the Dominion general eléotions, will
come those for the Province of Que-
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