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How the Western Farmers Secure Their Own Suppli
An Outline of the Activities of the Grain Grower.’ Grain Co., Winnipeg

Machinery for the Farmers of the West

ies
, in Securing Cheaper Lumber, Coal and

IK work or the sjipnly department of the 
Grain Grower** Grain Company la similar to 
he work that Is being carried on by your 

own company here tn Ontario. Through It we 
handle such commodities as lumber, coal and 
tann machinery, that can be purchased and dis
tributed In large quantities, in building up title 
trade we have gained much experience and 
Isamnd many leeeona, and I believe there la no 
part of our work thr.t could be discuaaed to better 
advantage before you than this.

Five or six years ago, when our company bad 
demonstrated that fanners could market their 
grain through their own company, pressure was 
brought to bear on us by our people to see If 
something could not be done to relieve the lum
ber MtuwUoo. This p 
trie necessity of curbing the lumber Interests 
that were preying upotf the prairie farmers We 
decided to Investigate, and sent an expert to 
British Columbia to look Into conditions of the 
lumber Industry- For IS months he worked 
there, collecting Information and string up the 
situation for os

7' ■y JOHN KENNEDY, Vice-President, Grain 
Growers' Grain Co., Winnipeg.

with coal aa with lumber. The deposits are ’here, 
some of the largest and finest In the world, but 
the ownership had departed as the ownership of 
the lumber had, and foreigners were collecting » 
royalty and are still collecting It. Do you know 
that If a ship the rise of the "Titanic" were afloat 
to-day it would take 300 stokers to feed her 
boilers, but that the royalty on the coal they 
handle would be greater than the wages they 
earn while handling It. The same royalty is paid 
by you and by us In the West. By handling our 
own coal and distributing it to the farmers we 
hope to prevent foreign millionaires from forcing 
our children and grandchildren to freese unit 
they pay a double price for the coal they buy.

dollars, but It was purchased for a purpose and 
not for a prod;. It waif purchased to prevent 
foreign millionaires from raising the price of 

r to our people. We shall have a mill run
ning In a abort time, and the men In charge of 
our elevators will sell the lumber out to our 
people at coat.

We found the same state of affairs existing

Farm Machinery.was due to the posl-
Oreat pressure brought to bear on our 

company by the fanners to begin the manufac
ture of farm machinery. As a result of this we 
began investigating the machinery situation. 
Fb»t we sent delegates south to look Into what 
was said to be a farmers’ company. But It did 
not look good to us and we turned it down. Then

1

approached the Canadian manufacturers, 
offering them spot cash for machinery In large 
quantities at a reduction In price. After a year’s 
negotiations we received a belated offer. They 
said they couldn’t consider our proposition unli 
we agreed to charge our people the same price as 
was being asked by their local agents.

We then sent another delegation south to see 
If mmnufactuiers of the United States would agree 
to race’ring a reduced1 price on large quantities 
of machinery, supplied to us for years to come. 
We asked them to compete for I
meet us In Winnipeg at a certain date and give 
ua their tenders. But we did not want to go out 
of Canada for our machinery If our own manu
facturers would come to terms, and so we ashed 
the western representatives of eastern concerns 
to tender also When.the date for the meeting 
arrived every American firm we had negotiated 
with had a representative there, but not a single 
representative of Canadian firms appeared We 
closed with the American concerne, and the re
sult is that now, owing to the large orders we 
can place, our farmers are buying American ma
chines for less t han'these are sold in the States 
in which they are tuanufactosed. We do a spot 
cash business, and are saving our farmers 33 per 
cent, of what they formerly paid.

Continued Opposition.
Do not think that all this has met with no oppo

sition from the manufacturers. They have tried 
to undersell us whenever they could get the cash. 
They are following ua We do not wish to

Why Organization ?Conditions of the Lumber Trade.
Condition*, as he found them, were most 

pathetic. In the province were tome of the finest 
stands of timber found anywhere In the world. 
But everywhere he went It was the

A * the human body Is formed by the 
organisation of microscopic calls, 
and Its manifold activities carried 

en through the differentiation and co
operation of these cells, so human society 
Is formed by the organisation of Individ
ual unite, and Its manifold activities are 
carried on through the Industrial differ
entiation and cooperation of these unite 
The higher life of mankind finds ex
pression In, and la developed by, social 
organisation. From the time when man 
emerged from barbarism, hie achieve
ments and hie make-up have been largely 
due to organisation. Without organiza
tion church and state disappear, and 

Without organisation 
Industrial efficiency disappears and man 
becomes, as of old, a wild creature re
duced to object poverty. Organization

Thr choicest limits were controlled by foreign 
uxmopoMats. United States and German million
aires bad been given, for the value of a song, 

'this priceless heritage of our Canadian people. 
For generations t, come, ff things are not 
changed, they will be forced to pay toll to the:e 
foreign plutocrats. While pressing this Investi
gation. we said: "This should be the work of 
the government. Why do they not Investigate 
Into the way the people have been rdbbed?" But 
you don’t find them Investigating. Look at the 
legislation put through at Ottawa for the last 40 
years and find If you can anything worth men
tioning that has been done for the great plain 
people Parties In or out of power have but one 

Ideratlom. If they are In It Is, "How can wo 
stay here,” and If they are out It is. "How can 
ws get Inr And all the time the Interests of 
the great plain people are being neglected.

At last we found and secured a good limit. 300 
Bile* west of Rdmonton, and containing about 
300.000,000 feet of lumber of all kinds. It Is on 
the O.T.R., and Is all within two miles of the 
steel For lumber cut we pay a royalty of SO
«ata a thousand on the stump We could___
sail this limit and make a profit of a half minion

business, to

anarchy reigns.

tintes Industrial classes and makes possi
ble thereby the acquisition and storing 
up of knowledge, creates social obliga
tions, and, In a word, brlngi into exist- 
once that social environment In which 
alone the essentially human faculties and 
qualities find expression and growth. 
Organisation le, therefore, of vital im
port In all Human life.—W. C. Good, B.A., 
■rant Ce., Ont
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